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JAMES Ward-Prowse is 
“very confident” that 
Saints can put their 
European woe behind 
them and qualify for 
next season’s Europa 
League. 

The 20-year-old midfielder 
played the full 90 minutes as 
Saints were beaten by FC 
Midtjylland in Denmark on 
Thursday which ended their 
European campaign before it 
really had a chance to get 
going. 

Failing to qualify for the 
group stages is a major blow to 
the club after all the hard work 
put in over a long season to get 
there. 
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Wilson nets again but 
Cherries held to draw 



JAMIE Vardy scored from the penalty 
spot with just four minutes remain¬ 
ing to maintain Leicester’s unbeaten 
start to the season at Bournemouth. 

The Cherries appeared to be on 
course for their first home victory in 
the Premier League after Callum Wil¬ 
son’s acrobatic strike in the first half. 

But Steve Cook hauled down Vardy 
in the penalty area and the Foxes 
striker then stepped up to score his 
side’s equaliser and ensure a 1-1 draw. 

Bournemouth manager Eddie Howe 
made just one change from the side 
that ran out 4-3 winners at West Ham 
last weekend. Joshua King, sidelined 
with a hamstring strain, was re¬ 
placed by Lee Tomlin who made his 
first Premier League start. 

With only 15 seconds gone, Max 
Gradel found himself in referee Neil 
Swarbrick’s notebook after a rash 
challenge on Riyad Mahrez. 

Mahrez was then in the thick of it 
moments later when he was denied 
his fifth goal of the season when he 
was correctly adjudged to be off¬ 
side following a Marc Albrighton 
through-ball. 

From there Bournemouth dominat¬ 
ed the opening period and Wilson’s 
delightful strike after 24 minutes was 
no more than they deserved. 

Charlie Daniels was afforded too 
much space on the left-hand side and 
his cross eventually fell to Wilson. 
His improvised effort left Kasper 
Schmeichel stranded in the Leicester 
goal and Bournemouth celebrated 
their first Premier League strike at 
Dean Court. 

Bournemouth should have then 
been given the opportunity to double 
their lead from the penalty spot after 
Kante tripped Tomlin inside the area, 
but the hosts were awarded only a 
free-kick. 

After the interval Okazaki replaced 
Mahrez and joined Vardy in a two¬ 
pronged attack while Tyrone Mings 
came on for Daniels. 

But Mings, an £8million signing 
from Ipswich, lasted just five min¬ 
utes on his debut. The 22-year-old 
defender appeared to get his left leg 
caught in the turf after a collision 


with Danny Drinkwater. He received 
gas and air before leaving the field on 
a stretcher. 

It was then Gradel’s turn to go down 
after what appeared to be an innocu¬ 
ous challenge by Ritchie de Laet and 
he was replaced by Marc Pugh. 

Leicester began to take a strangle¬ 


hold on the game and Artur Boruc 
was finally called into action in the 
Bournemouth goal with 70 minutes 
gone when Jeff Schlupp escaped the 
offside trap but his effort was parried 
away. 

Bournemouth were rattled and Var¬ 
dy was upended by Cook after a mazy 


run. The England international con¬ 
verted from the spot to the delight of 
the visiting fans. 

Vardy could have been awarded an¬ 
other spot-kick after he appeared to 
be fouled by Tommy Elphick. It was 
not to be and Bournemouth man¬ 
aged to hang on for a point. 


Cup win 
for five 
star City 

WINCHESTER City will meet 
Swindon Supermarine on 
Saturday week after seeing 
off Wincanton Town 5-1 in the 
FA Cup preliminary round. 

City took time to settle but 
their 12th minute opener was 
well worth the wait with Geoff 
DUNN tipping the ball home 
following a sweet passing 
move. 

Indecision in the Wincanton 
defence almost led to an 
instant second, but Warren 
Bentley’s strike rebounded 
off the post. 

Bentley had another effort 
that dribbled inches past the 
same upright. 

But the Toolstation Western 
One visitors were no mugs 
and it needed good work by 
City defender Rob Flooks and 
keeper Brendon Norris to 
keep them at bay. 

With half-time approaching 
DUNN chipped another effort 
onto the top netting for 
Winchester, who finally got a 
second goal two minutes into 
stoppage time. 

Zach Glasspool returned a 
corner to the taker Danny 
King, whose cross was 
headed in by FLOOKS. 

Winchester stretched that 
lead early in the second-half 
when the ball ricocheted 
around the box before 
GLASSPOOL prodded into an 
empty net for 3-1. 

Andy Mitchell netted for the 
visitors three minutes later 
but it was ruled out for off¬ 
side. 

Two chances followed for 
Bentley but he fired the first 
over and then following good 
work by keeper Greg Taylor, 
he hit the outside of the post. 

City’s fourth arrived on 
71-minutes when Glasspool 
held the ball up before 
squaring for Jamie BARRON 
to coolly pass it into the net. 

Three minutes later 
BENTLEY made it 5-0, 
glancing the ball home from 
Flooks’s booming header into 
the danger zone. 

The scoreline seemed a tad 
harsh on the visitors who at 
least got a souvenir to take 
home on 80 minutes when 
Matt WHITE found the top 
corner. 



Lake Garda 

8 days from £369 Flying direct from 
Bournemouth, Oct 2015, Jun, Oct 2016 
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a stay on the sun- 
blessed shores of this, Italy’s largest and most spectacular 
lake. Its clear blue waters, backed by the wooded slopes of 
craggy mountains, are fringed by stylish, elegant resorts, 
completing the perfect picture-postcard scene that has 
drawn visitors for the last hundred years. 

Tour highlights 

Seven nights’ carefully chosen hotel accommodation 
- a range of 21 hotels in four resorts are available at 
a supplement 
V Return flights to Italy 
y/ Return airport-to-hotel transfers 
y/ The services of a friendly, experienced resort 
basedmanager 

‘Applies to bookings made by 30 Sept 2015. Quote promo code EUR25 to receive £25pp discount off the price 
shown. Offer may be withdrawn any time. 


Reader Offer Newmarket 





Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 [Scs. 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl4616 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. AT0L protected 
2325. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply Standard phone charges 


IIABTA 
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Ward-Prowse confident team can return to Europe 


from front page 

However, despite a shaky 
start to this campaign, 
Ward-Prowse is optimistic 
that Saints can be back in 
Europe next season. 

“Very confident,” he 
insisted. 

“We’ve still got great 
players and a great 
manager in place and it’s 
exciting for us. 

“It’s just a case of putting 
this game to bed and going 
out Sunday and getting a 
good result. 

“We were disappointed 
not to qualify automatically 
(for the Europa League 
group stages) last year. 

“I think the sole focus now 
is on the Premier League 
and all the lads are upbeat 
despite the disappointment 
and are focussing on 
Sunday.” 

That match against 
Norwich at St Mary’s is 
looking increasingly vital, 
with Saints desperate to get 
a first Premier League win 
of the season. 

“It’s very important,” 
admitted Ward-Prowse. 
“Heading into the 
international break as well 
it would be nice to get a 
first win on the board. 

“We have to make sure we 
recover right and our heads 


are focussed and bounce 
back.” 

To beat Norwich they will 
have to quickly get over the 
Midtjylland defeat, which 
was a shock to the system 
for the squad. 

“Of course we are 
disappointed,” insisted 
Ward-Prowse. “Last year 
we worked very hard for 
getting into the Europa 
League group stage and 
unfortunately it hasn’t 
panned out. 

“We have to learn 
from our mistakes, dust 
ourselves down and focus 
on what’s going to be an 
exciting Premier League 
season. 

“We just lacked that little 
bit of luck in front of goal. 

“We had a couple of good 
chances and just needed the 
ball to fall to us. 

“We were the dominant 
team throughout but it’s 
just one of those things and 
we have to learn from it.” 

Ward-Prowse confessed 
that the squad had believed 
they had enough to get past 
Midtjylland, even though it 
wasn’t to be in the end. 

“Going into the two ties 
we were confident that we 
could do the business but 
never underestimate any 
opposition and that was not 
the case for us.” 



James Ward-Prowse in action at Midjtylland. 


Grabban is 
suspended 
by Canaries 

NORWICH boss Alex Neil confirmed 
striker Lewis Grabban has been 
suspended by the club until next 
Tuesday after leaving the team 
hotel without permission. 

Grabban - who has been the 
subject of three rejected bids from 
former club Bournemouth - walked 
out prior to the midweek Capital 
One Cup win over Rotherham. 

The 27-year-old will not be 
involved in the Canaries’ Barclays 
Premier League trip to Saints on 
Sunday, and his future beyond next 
week remains unclear. 

Neil said: “Lewis Grabban is at 
the moment suspended until 
Tuesday. It is an ongoing matter and 
we are investigating the fact he left 
the hotel without permission. 

“The fact is Lewis has been a silly 
boy and he decided to do what he’s 
done and he’ll face the 
consequences of that.” 

Grabban reportedly left the New 
York Stadium on Tuesday after 
being told by Neil that he would 
start on the bench. 

The player appears to have been 
unsettled by the Cherries’ interest 
but Neil insisted the Canaries would 
decide whether or not he is allowed 
to leave the club. 

Neil added: “The bottom line is 
anything that happens at Norwich is 
not within anybody’s power apart 
from mine and the owners of the 
club. 

“That’s the bottom line and that 
will remain the case.” 


Spitfires leave it 
late for vital win 


LEE Cook emerged from 
the bench to win a fierce¬ 
ly contested Hampshire 
derby for Eastleigh at Al¬ 
dershot’s EBB Stadium. 

The game had appeared to be 
heading for a draw, after Char¬ 
lie Walker’s 64th minute goal 
for the hosts had cancelled out 
James Constable’s first-half 
strike 

It was a fifth goal in six out¬ 
ings for the prolific Spitfires’ 
hitman. 

The ex-Oxford United man had 
actually been the game’s central 
figure prior to his breakthrough 
effort. 

A 20th minute Spitfires’ pen¬ 
alty shout, after Constable had 
gone over Omar Beckles’ leg in 
the hosts’ box, was ignored by 
referee Chris Powell while, sev¬ 
en minutes later, the striker’s 
touch failed him when he was 
well-placed to shoot, Shots’ cen¬ 
tre-half Luke Oliver nipping in 
to intercept. 

There was no stopping Con¬ 
stable on 34 minutes, however. 
Andy Drury scooped a ball 
forward, which Reason, under 
heavy pressure, helped on for 
his striker, who applied a won¬ 
derfully dexterous touch to lift 



Scorer: Eastleigh forward James 
Constable grabbed their first 


his finish up and over home 
number one Phil Smith, and 
inside the stopper’s right-hand 
post. 

The home team only had Jack 
Saville’s 31st minute header, 
clawed out from inside his right 
upright by Eastleigh ‘keeper 
Michael Poke, to show for their 
first-half efforts. 

The Spitfires, though, had as¬ 


sumed a measure of control 
and could have been further 
ahead when Reason went close 
to extending his side’s lead with 
a sumptuous long range shot 
from distance six minutes be¬ 
fore the interval 

Aldershot’s leveller arrived 
when Rhys Browne collected 
a short-corner to cut-back for 
Charlie Walker, 

The forward then unleashed 
a close range effort which 
crashed home off the underside 
of the bar. 

The goal emboldened the home 
team and, with just two minutes 
to play. 

It was only a timely Drury and 
Dan Harding combination that 
prevented Jim Stevenson from 
pouncing on Shots’ sub Tom 
Richards’ cross from the left. 

Cook, sent on for Reason in 
the 78th minute, would have the 
final say however -and in spec¬ 
tacular fashion, to boot. 

The former Barnet winger 
moved onto a Joe Partington 
pass, drifted in from the right 
and unleashed a left-foot drive 
that skidded across the turf and 
past Smith’s outstretched right 
glove. 

Eastleigh’s unbeaten start to 
the season continues. 


Try our newly refurbished 

3G 5 A-Side 
Football Pitches 


NEW 

off peak price 



50 


from 9:00 -17:00 and 21:30 - 22:30 ONLY 
PLUS All Day Saturday 




Gang Warily Recreation Centr 

Newlands Road, Fawley. S045 IGA 
Telephone: 023 8089 3603 
Email: reception@fawleyparishcouncil.org.uk 
www.newforestfitness.co.uk 
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SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES AND RESULTS 2014/15 


it 2 

JULY 

Thurs 30 Vitesse (EL).H W 3-0 Stekelenburg Yoshida 

AUGUST 

Thurs 6 Vitesse (EL).A w 2-0 Stekelenburg Yoshida 

Sun 9 Newcastle.A D 2-2 Stekelenburg Targett 

Sat 15 Everton.H L 0-3 Stekelenburg Soares 

Thurs 20 Midtjylland (EL) .. .H D 1 ‘ 1 Stekelenburg Caulker 

Sun 23 Watford.A D 0-0 Stekelenburg Caulker 

Thurs 27 Midtjylland (EL).A L0-1 Stekelenburg Caulker+ 


Fonte 

Fonte 

Fonte 

Fonte 

Fonte 

Fonte 


> / 


4 

5 

6 

7 

CO 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Soares 

Targett 

S Davis 

Tadic+1 

Wanyama 

Clasie* 

Mane= 

Pellel 

Long+1 

Juanmi* 

Reed= 

Martina 

Caulker 

S Davis= 

Tadic+ 

Wanyama 

Ward-Prowse 

Mane 

Pelle*1 

Jaunmi+ 

Rodriguez* 

Reed= 

Soares+ 

Yoshida 

S Davis 

Rodriguez* 

Wanyama 

Tadic 

Mane 

Pellel 

Martina+ 

Long*1 


Targett 

Yoshida 

S Davis= 

Long* 

Wanyama 

Tadic+ 

Mane 

Pelle 

Romeu+ 

Rodriguez* 

W-Prowse= 

Targett 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Ward-Prowse* 

Wanyama 

Rodriguez+1 

Mane 

Pelle 

Long+ 

Juanmi* 


Targett 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

S Davis* 

Wanyama 

Soares 

Mane+ 

Pelle= 

Long+ 

W-Prowse* 

Rodriguez= 

Targett 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

S Davis= 

Martina 

Ward-Prowse 

Rodriguez* 

Pelle 

Tadic+ 

Long* 

Juanmi= 


Sun 30 Norwich (1.30pm) .. .H 
SEPTEMBER 

Sat 12 WBA (3pm).A 

Sun 20 Man Utd (4pm) .H 

Tues 23 MK Dons (LC 3rd).A 

Sat 26 Swansea (3pm).H 

OCTOBER 

Sat 3 Chelsea (5.30pm).A 

Sat 17 Leicester (3pm).H 

Sun 25 Liverpool (4.15pm) .A 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 1 AFC Bournemouth (4pm) .H 

Sat 7 Sunderland (3pm) .A 

Sat 21 Stoke (3pm).H 

Sat 28 Man City (3pm).A 

DECEMBER 

Sat 5 Aston Villa (3pm).H 

Sat 12 Crystal Palace (3pm).A 

Sat 19 Tottenham (3pm).H 

Sat 26 Arsenal (3pm).H 

Mon 28 West Ham (3pm) .A 

JANUARY 

Sat 2 Norwich City (3pm) .A 

Wed 13 Watford (7.45pm) .H 

Sat 16 WBA (3pm) .H 

Sat 23 Man Utd (3pm).A 

FEBRUARY 

Tues 2 Arsenal (7.45pm).A 

Sat 6 West Ham (3pm).H 

Sat 13 Swansea (3pm) .A 

Sat 27Chelsea (3pm) .H 

MARCH 

Tues 1 AFC Bournemouth (7.45pm)A 

Sat 5 Sunderland (3pm).H 

Sat 12 Stoke (3pm).A 

Sat 19 Liverpool (3pm).H 

APRIL 


Sat 2 Leicester (3pm) .A 

Sat 9 Newcastle (3pm).H 

Sat 16 Everton (3pm) .A 

Sat 23 Aston Villa (3pm).A 

Sat 30 Manchester City (3pm) .. .H 
MAY 

Sat 7 Tottenham (3pm).A 

Sun 15 Crystal Palace (3pm) —H 




THE GLUMS: Anxious looks on the Saints bench as the club crash out of the Europa League at Midjtylland on Thursday. 


CHASE IS ON: Orial Romeu gives chase in Midjtylland. 


GOING CLOSE: Jose Fonte gets in a header. 



LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

FRASER FORSTER 

30 

0 

7 

0 

37 

0 

JASON MCCARTHY 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

o- 

SADIO MANE 

29(6) 

10 

3 

1 

32(6) 


KELVIN DAVIS 

267(2) 

0 

31 

0 

298(2) 

0 

STEVEN CAULKER 

1 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

23(22) 

5 

4(1) 

3 

27(23) 

8 

M STEKELENBURG 

3 

0 

4 

0 

7 

0 

STEVEN DAVIS 

8519) 

4 14(2) 

2 

99(21) 

6 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

55(16) 

21 

7(4) 

7 

62(20) 

27 

PAOLO GAZZANIGA 

18(1) 

0 

2 

0 

20(1) 

0 

HARRISON REED 

5(8) 

0 

2(5) 

0 

7(13) 

0 

GRAZIANO PELLE 

40(1) 

13 

9(1) 

6 

49(2) 

19 

MAYA YOSHIDA 

59(6) 

2 

13 

1 

72(6) 

2 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

48(10) 

3 

10 

0 

58(10) 

3 

SHANE LONG 

17(18) 

6 

5(5) 

3 

22(23) 

9 

JOSE FONTE 

206(1) 

13 12(4) 

0 

212(5) 

13 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0(1) 

0 

2(3) 

0 

2(4) 

0 

RYAN SEAGER 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(2) 

0 

CEDRIC SOARES 

3 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

o 

ORIAL ROMEU 

KD 

0 

2 

0 

3(1) 

o 

RYAN BETRAND 

34 

2 

4(1) 

0 

38(1) 

2 

JORDY CLASIE 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

JUANMI 

0 

0 

0(4) 

0 

0(4) 

0 

FLORIN GARDOS 

5(6) 

0 

6 

0 

11(6) 

0 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

36(40) 

1 

16(1) 

1 

52(41) 

2 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

1(15) 

0 

2(1) 

1 

3(16) 

1 

MATT TARGETT 

6(3) 

0 

8(1) 

0 

14(4) 

0 

DOMINIC GAPE 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 


CUCO MARTINA 

0(1) 

0 

2 

0 

2(1) 

o 

DUSAN TADIC 

26(7) 

4 

7(2) 

2 

33(9) 

6 






KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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column on all things football 


The Saints legend's 


Paine’s World 


Chelsea, recruitment 


shrewdness champs 


CHELSEA may be leaving their 
biggest business later than usual 
this summer but it’s been another 
window of impressively shrewd 
recruitment from the Premier 
League champions. 

In my opinion, it’s indisputable that Chel¬ 
sea have lead the Premier League in the 
transfer market since Jose Mourinho’s re¬ 
turn to West London in summer 2013, They 
may have splashed out £281 million in that 
time period, just £6 million less than Man¬ 
chester City and £8 million less than Man¬ 
chester United, but their net spend is a mea¬ 
gre £80 million - in essence, the average cost 
of two top-class players by the standards of 
today’s market. 

Likewise, Mourinho’s completely trans¬ 
formed a squad that finished 25 and 14 
points off the top in the two seasons prior to 
his re-arrival at Stamford Bridge, replacing 
those who oozed style but lacked substance 
with signings that brought the roster closer 
to his own image; one of organisation, phys- 
icality, industry and clinical quality 

January 2014 provides a classic case in 
point; whilst Juan Mata and Kevin De 
Bruyne exited the club for Manchester Unit¬ 
ed and Wolfsburg respectively, generating 
£55 million in sales, Mourinho brought in 
Nemanja Matic, the 6 ft 5in tough-tackling 
monolith who epitomises the Mourinho 
mentality and has dominated Premier 
League midfields ever since. 

It can cost clubs unimaginable amounts 
of time and money to change the backbone 
of their team. Consider Manchester United 
for example, who have almost outspent Chel¬ 
sea’s £281 million during Louis van Gaal’s 
tenure alone, or Manchester City, who have 
spent £419 million since summer 2011 - the 
window in which they signed Sergio Ague- 
ro from Atletico Madrid - without actually 
making any notable changes to their spine 
at all, barring the relatively recent introduc¬ 
tion of Fernandinho at the base of midfield. 

Their net spend in those time periods were 
£125 million and £267 million respectively. 
But Mourinho has completely changed the 
spine and ideology of his starting 11 for sig¬ 
nificantly less and justified it by claiming 
the Premier League title. 

Of course, Chelsea’s loan farm operation 
is an enormous advantage. It sources vast 
sums for Mourinho’s budget from players 
who have featured on just a handful of oc¬ 
casions for their parent club - in some in¬ 
stances, no occasions at all - and provides 
an exclusive talent pool for the Portuguese 
to dip into, Courtois being the most obvious 
example. 

But whether by coincidence or design, the 
club must be given huge credit for discover¬ 
ing a model that circumvents their limits 
under financial fair play Without the Blues’ 


Chelsea boss Jose Mourinho 

loan army, they’d struggle to compete fi¬ 
nancially with the likes of United, City and 
PSG. Even with it, they’re still behind the 
big three; Bayern, Barcelona and Real Ma¬ 
drid. 

Fast forward to the current transfer win¬ 
dow and Chelsea’s spend of £58 million, a 
modest sum compared to the last two sum¬ 
mers, hasn’t convinced everybody Some ac¬ 
cuse the champions of letting their rivals 
overtake them via the transfer market, a 


theory seemingly validated by the stuttered 
start to their Premier League title defence 
and particularly the 3-0 romping at the 
hands of Manchester City. 

Yet, I see a club meticulously insisting 
upon value for money, taking into account 
they already possess a squad that claimed 
the English crown with games to spare last 
season and thus expect any deal to be made 
on their terms. Raheem Sterling may al¬ 
ready be proving an integral component of 


a new-look Man City side, for example, but 
the Etihad outfit effectively took six months 
to reduce Liverpool’s valuation from £50 
million to £49 million. Hardly an exemplary 
piece of business. 

Even in Chelsea’s smaller deals for less 
integral areas of the squad, I see an unri¬ 
valled shrewdness when compared to the 
rest of the division. Asmir Begovic could 
easily hold down a no.l berth at a regular 
Champions League club, so to sign him for 
just £8 million and convince him to serve as 
understudy to Thibaut Courtois is the best 
possible outcome from a situation the club 
didn’t want to be in - selling decade-long 
servant Petr Cech to a direct divisional ri¬ 
val. 

There is perhaps no signing that repre¬ 
sents Chelsea’s consistent ability to find 
fantastic value in the market better than 
last week’s arrival, Pedro. Pound for pound, 
he’s easily one of the best - if not the best - 
Premier League additions of the summer at 
a miserly cost of £21 million. 

After all, we’re talking about a three-time 
Champions League winner, five-time La 
Liga winner, former World Cup and Euro¬ 
pean Championship winner still with plen¬ 
ty of gas left in the tank at the age of 28. 

That trophy haul speaks for itself but 
one only need watch the Spaniard’s debut 
for Chelsea - a one-goal-one-assist display 
against West Brom last Sunday - to realise 
how incredible a player he truly is. 

It simply amazes me Manchester United 
had the audacity to haggle for less. In a nut¬ 
shell, he’s a world-class player and a world- 
class team member who didn’t cost Chelsea 
a world-class sum. 

The Blues may be about to break type in 
the transfer market, with reports suggest¬ 
ing they’re trying to broker a last-minute 
£70 million deal for Juventus star Paul 
Pogba. 

Likewise, their expected £40 million bid 
for John Stones following his transfer re¬ 
quest at Everton isn’t exactly cheap. In fact, 
you could argue it’s extortionate consider¬ 
ing his Premier League career to date con¬ 
sists of just 47 games. 

Both deals would break Premier League 
records; the division’s record fee and the 
highest fee ever paid for a defender respec¬ 
tively 

Yet, after two summers of dotting every 
metaphorical ‘i’ and crossing every pro¬ 
verbial ‘t’ in the transfer market, Chelsea 
- which is more than any major Premier 
League club - deserve to take a few finan¬ 
cial risks. 

That being said, if there’s any two young¬ 
sters in European football you’d bank on 
having an incredibly prosperous future, it’s 
probably Stones and Pogba. 

Where others are seeing risk, Chelsea are 
seeing shrewd long-term investments. 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 

Absentees behind the 
poor start to season 

Sympathy with the 
manager over the 
missing regulars 


IT is easy to have sympathy with 
Ronald Koeman for Saints’ poor 
start to the season. 

Look at the side which crashed out of 
the Europa League so anti-climatically on 
Thursday, writes SIMON CARTER . 

Only Jose Fonte from last season’s regular 
back five was present. 

Nathaniel Clyne has been sold, Toby Al- 
derweireld preferred to join Tottenham 
than return permanently, and Fraser For¬ 
ster and Ryan Bertrand are injured. 

Also absent at Midjtylland was last sea¬ 
son’s regular central defensive pairing of 
Morgan Schneiderlin and Victor Wanyama. 

Schneiderlin was also sold during the 
summer, while Wanyama didn’t travel to 
Denmark because of a stomach injury 

The Kenyan’s absence came at a time when 
he is being linked with a move to White Hart 
Lane and a reunion with the manager who 
brought him to St Mary’s, Mauricio Pochet- 
tino. 

We have to take Wanyama’s absence at 
face value, as surely Koeman wouldn’t tell 
the supporters and the media something 
that patently wasn’t true, just to cover up 
the fact the player could soon be on his way 
out? 

The manager has also been unlucky in that 
Jordy Clasie, the man bought specifically to 
replace Schneiderlin, has not played since 
picking up a hamstring injury during his 
competitive debut against Vitesse Arnhem. 

Throw in the fact that the pacy Sadio Mane 
was also not 100 per cent and there are nu¬ 
merous excuses Koeman had for Saints 
turning in a dismal performance in Den¬ 
mark. 

Of course, that won’t wash with the fans, 
though. 

Even minus a handful of regular names, 
Saints should have been expected to have 
beaten the Danes and qualify for the group 
stages. Instead, they failed to beat the un¬ 
derdogs over two legs and the only goal they 
scored was a penalty. 

Indeed, Jay Rodriguez’ spot-kick in the 
first leg against Midjytlland remains the 
only time the club have netted in their last 
four league and cup encounters. 

That is an early-season concern indeed 
for Koeman, and one he could certainly do 
without. 

The manager has already admitted that 
this weekend’s home clash with Norwich is 
a ‘must win’ encounter, even though we are 
only still in August. 

He has a point. Saints could do without 
entering the first international break of the 
new season on the back of a miserable Euro¬ 
pean exit, and having failed to pick up a win 
from their first four league games. 


League games against Newcastle, Everton, 
Watford and Norwich - with respect, four 
sides that the Saints fanbase would have 
been expecting at least eight points against 
prior to the Premier League starting. 

Therein lies the rub. 

Expectations are higher at St Mary’s now, 
following an eighth placed finish in 2013/14 
and a seventh placed finish under Koeman 
last season. In the space of six years, Saints 
had gone from propping up the third divi¬ 
sion with minus ten points to qualifying for 
Europe. They have probably come too far 
too fast. Instead of steady progression back 
to the big time, Saints’ rise was as meteoric 


as their fall from grace was rapid. 

Are expectations too high among some 
fans now? Possibly, but no-one at the club 
can complain. 

Increased expectations come with the ter¬ 
ritory. That is why fans would expect Saints, 
even with their injury problems, to beat 
newly promoted Watford, instead of taking 
part in a turgid 0-0 stalemate. 

That is why they would also have expected 
Saints to beat the Danish champions over 
two legs, rather than watch a side whose 
confidence visibly drained out of them after 
falling behind. 

Now comes a crucial three day period, one 


that could have far-reaching consequences. 

The Norwich game is quickly followed by 
the closing of the summer transfer window 
at 6pm on Tuesday 

Koeman is already on record, and more 
than once, saying neither Wanyama or 
Mane will be sold. 

If any of them are no longer Saints play¬ 
ers at 6.01pm next Tuesday, though, we will 
read into that only one way 

That the manager did not want any more 
of his best players sold, but the board over¬ 
ruled him. 

That would be a PR nightmare for the 
club. 
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CHERRIES 2015/16 
Premier League 


Aug 8 Aston Villa (H) .L 0-1 

Aug 17 Liveipool (A).L0-1 

Aug 22 West Ham United (a).W 4-3 

Wilson 3, Pugh 

Aug 29 Leicester City .H 

Sept 12 Norwich City.A 

Sept 19 Sunderland .H 

Sept 26 Stoke City..A 

Oct 3 Watford .H 

Oct 17 Manchester City.A 

Oct 25 Tottenham Hotspur .H 

Nov 1 Southampton.A 

Nov 7 Newcastle United .H 

Nov 21 Swansea City.A 

Nov 28 Everton .H 

Dec 5 Chelsea.A 

Dec 12 Manchester United .H 

Dec 19 West Bromwich Albion.A 

Dec 26 Crystal Palace. H 

Dec 28 Arsenal.A 

Jan 2 Leicester City.A 

Jan 12 West Ham United .H 

Jan 16 Norwich City .H 

Jan 23 Sunderland.A 

Feb 2 Crystal Palace .A 

Feb 6 Arsenal .H 

Feb 13 Stoke City .H 

Feb 27 Watford..A 

Mar 1 Southampton.H 

Mar 5 Newcastle United .,A 

Mar 12 Swansea City .H 

Mar 19 Tottenham Hotspur..A 

April 2 Manchester City .H 

April 9 Aston Villa ..A 

April 16 Liverpool .H 

April 23 Chelsea .H 

April 30 Everton ..A 

May 7 West Bromwich Albion .H 

May 15 Manchester United .A 


POMPEY 2015/16 
League 2 


Aug 8 Dag & Red (H).W3-0 

Bennett 2, Evans 

Aug 12 Deity (LC 1st, H) .W2-1 

McGurk, Chaplin 

Aug 15 Plymouth (A).W2-1 

Tubbs, Roberts 

Aug 18 Crawley (a) ...DO-O 

Aug 22 Morecambe (h).D3-3 

Roberts 2, Stockley 

Aug 25 Reading (LC 2nd, H).LI-2 

Chaplin 

Aug 29 Luton....A 

Sept 1 Exeter (FL1)..A 

Sept 5 Accrington .H 

Sept 12 Barnet .H 

Sept 19 Oxford Utd..A 

Sept 26 Bristol Rovers..A 

Sept 29 Exeter .H 

Oct 3 Yeovil.H 

Oct 10 Cambridge . A 

Oct 17 Newport ..A 

Oct 20 Stevenage .H 

Oct 24 Mansfield .H 

Oct 31 Notts County ..A 

Nov 14 Wimbledon.H 

Nov 21 Carlisle .A 

Nog 24 York .H 

Nov 28 Wycombe ..A 

Dec 12 Hartlepool.H 

Dec 19 Northampton ..A 

Dec 26 Leyton Orient ..A 

Dec 28 Luton .H 

Jan2Crawley ..H 

Jan 9 Morecambe ..A 

Jan 16 Accrington ..A 

Jan 23 Oxford Utd ......H 

Jan 30 Barnet..A 

Feb 6 Leyton Orient .H 

Feb 13 Bristol Rovers .H 

Feb 20 Yeovil..A 

Feb 27 Cambridge .H 

Mar 1 Exeter..A 

Mar 5 Stevenage ..A 

Mar 12 Newport.H 

Mar 19 Mansfield..A 

Mar 25 Notts County .H 

Mar 28 Wimbledon.A 

Apr 2 Carlisle .H 

Apr 9 Dag & Red ..A 

Apr 16 Plymouth .H 

Apr 19 York..A 

Apr 23 Wycombe .H 

Apr 30 Hartlepool ..A 

May 7 Northampton.H 


EASIIEGH 2015/16 
Conference National 


Aug 8 Southport (A).W4-0 

Reason, Turley, Strevens, Constable 

Aug 11 Boreham Wood (H).W1-0 

Constable 

Aug 15 Lincoln (H).01-1 

Constable 

Aug 18 Welling (A).0 2-2 

Constable, Strevens 

Aug 22 Macclesfield (H).W1-0 

Lafayette 

Aug 29 Aldershot. A 

Aug 31 Torquay ..H 

Sept 5 Barrow.A 

Sept 12 Gateshead .H 

Sept 15 Altrincham ..A 

Sept 19 Chester .A 

Sept 22 Dover .H 

Sept 26 Wrexham .A 

Oct 3 Braintree .H 

Oct 10 Tranmere. .A 

Oct 13 Forest Green.H 

Oct 17 Cheltenham .A 

Oct 31 Halifax .H 

Nov 10 Dover .A 

Nov 14 Guiseley.A 

Nov 21 Grimsby .H 

Nov 28 Southport .H 

Dec 5 Macclesfield.A 

Dec 19 Kidderminster .H 

Dec 26 Bromley . A 

Dec 28 Aldershot .H 

Jan2Bromley ..H 

Jan 9 Kidderminster .A 

Jan 23 Boreham Wood .A 

Jan 30 Wrexham .H 

Feb 6 Lincoln City .A 

Feb 13 Barrow .H 

Feb 16 Gateshead .A 

Feb 20 Forest Green.A 

Feb 27 Woking.H 

Mar 1 Cheltenham .H 

Mar 5 Braintree .A 

Mar 12 Chester .H 

Mar 19 Halifax .A 

Mar 26 Welling .H 

Mar 28 Torquay ..A 

Apr 2 Guiseley .H 

Apr 9 Grimsby .A 

Apr 16 Altrincham .H 

Apr 23 Tranmere .H 

Apr 30 Woking.A 


WINCHESTER 2015/16 

Southern Lge Div 1 SW 

Aug 8 Bridgwater (H). 

BenUey 5, Glasspool, Fay 

. .W 7-2 

Aug 11 Wimbome Town (A) .. 

Barron, BenUey 4, Short 

. .W 6-5 

Aug 15 Yate Town (A). 

...0 0-0 

Aug 19 Marlow (H). 

Glasspool 2, Flookes, Short, 

Tomassoll 2 

...W6-1 

Aug 22 Evesham United (A)... 

.. L 0-1 

Aug 31 AFC Totten. 


Sept 5 Mangotsfield United ... 

.A 

Sept 19 Cinderford Town. 

.H 

September 26 Didcot Town ... 

.H 

Sept 28 Burnham. 

.A 

Oct 10 Swindon Supermarine . 


Oct 17 Banbury United. 

.H 

Oct 24 Bishops Cleeve. 

.H 

Oct 28 North Leigh. 

.A 

Nov 7 Larkhall Athletic. 

.A 

Nov 14 Shortwood United .... 

.H 

Nov 17 Marlow. 


Nov 21 Tiverton Town. 

.H 

Nov 28 Bridgwater Town .... 

.A 

Dec 2 Wimbome Town . 

.H 

Dec 5 Wantage Town. 

.H 

Dec 12 Taunton Town . 

.A 

Dec 19 Evesham United. 


Dec 26 AFC Totton. 

.A 

Jan 2 Bashley. 

.H 

Jan 9 Slimbridge. 

.A 

Jan 16 Mangotsfield United .. 

.H 

Jan 23 Cinderford Town. 

.A 

Jan 30 Tiverton Town. 


Feb 6 Yate Town . 

.H 

Febl 3 Didcot Town . 

.A 

Feb 20 Burnham . 

.H 

Feb 27 Banbury United. 

.A 

Mar 5 Swindon Supermarine . 


Mar 12 Wantage Town . 


Mar 19 Taunton Town. 

.H 

Mar 26 Slimbridge. 

.H 

Mar 28 Bashley. 

.A 

April 2 North Leigh. 

.H 

April 9 Bishops Cleeve. 


April 16 Larkhall Athletic .... 


April 23 Shortwood United... 

.A 


AFC TOTTON 2015/16 
Southern Lge Div 1 SW 


Aug 8 Taunton Town (A).L 2-3 

Watts, Gosney 

Aug 11 Wantage Town (H)...02-2 

Watts, Gosney 

Aug 15 Shortwood United (H) .LO-2 

Aug 19 Larkhall Athletic (A) .LO-2 

Aug 22 Didcot (H).LI-3 

Sherborne 

Aug 31 Winchester City.A 

Sept 5 Yate Town .H 

Sept 19 Bridgwater Town.A 

Sept 26 Cinderford Town . .A 

Sept 29 Bashley.H 

Oct 10 Tiverton Town .H 

Oct 17 Slimbridge..A 

Oct 24 Banbury United .H 

Oct 26 Burnham. A 

Nov 7 Swindon Supermarine.A 

Nov 14 Mangotsfield United.H 

Nov 17 Larkhall Athletic.H 

Nov 21 Evesham United .A 

Nov 28 Taunton Town.H 

Dec 1 Wantage Town .A 

Dec 5 North Leigh ..A 

Dec 12 Bishops Cleeve.H 

Dec 19 Didcot Town . A 

Dec 26 Winchester City.H 

Jan 2 Wimbome Town . A 

Jan 9 Marlow. H 

Jan 16 Yate Town. .A 

Jan 23 Bridgwater Town .H 

Jan 30 Evesham United .H 

Feb 6 Shortwood United. A 

Fe 13 Cinderford Town.H 

Feb 20 Bashley ..A 

Feb 27 Slimbridge.H 

Mar 5 Tiverton Town.A 

Mar 12 North Leigh.H 

Marc 19 Bishops Cleeve.A 

Marc 26 Marlow ..A 

Marc 28 Wimbome Town.H 

April 2 Burnham. H 

April 9 Banbury United.A 

April 16 Swindon Supermarine.H 

April 23 Mangotsfield United.A 
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SAINTS AIMING TO CARRY 


SAINTS were welcoming Norwich to 
St Mary’s this weekend, aiming to 
build on an impressive home record 
against the Canaries. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back at 
all the league meetings at The Dell 
and St Mary’s. 

March 24 1954 
Saints 0 Norwich 0 

The only Division 3 South game of 
the season that was played at The Dell 
that Saints failed to score in. 

The hosts ended the season sixth, 
level on points with seventh placed 
Norwich. 

March 26 1955 
Saints 3 Norwich 1 
After going behind early on, Eric 
Day’s brace, including a penalty, put 
Saints ahead before John Flood added 
a third. 

April 21 1956 
Saints 2 Norwich 5 
On a day when Doug Logan made his 
debut for the club, Saints took the lead 
in the ninth minute with an Eric Day 
penalty. 

Norwich promptly scored twice 
before Derek Reeves equalised in 
the 49th minute. 

The visitors went on to score three 
more, including a brace for Johnny 
Gavin, avenging Saints’ 4-1 win at 
Carrow Road the previous month. 

October 3 1956 
Saints 2 Norwich 0 

Two goals from Jimmy Shields - 
who netted 18 Division 3 South goals 
that season - sentenced Norwich to 
another defeat en route to finishing 
bottom of the table while Saints fin¬ 
ished fourth. 

December 14 1957 
Saints 7 Norwich 3 

Saints were 3-0 up inside 12 minutes 
thanks to goals from Don Roper (2) 
and Derek Reeves. 

Jimmy Moran reduced the arrears 
to 3-2 before Reeves netted again 
before half-time. 

Terry Paine struck twice in the sec¬ 
ond half with John Hoskins adding 
the seventh - and there were still 21 
minutes left at that point. 

This was the season Saints rattled in 
a club record 112 goals in 46 Division 3 
South games. 

October 18 1958 
Saints 1 Norwich 1 

Ken Birch scored Saints’ penalty 
leveller in the first half. 

August 22 1959 
Saints 2 Norwich 2 

Cliff Huxford and George O’Brien 
made their Saints debuts on the open¬ 
ing day of the club’s Division 3 South 
title winning campaign. 

Derek Reeves put Saints ahead with 
the first of his 39 league goals that 
term. 

After Norwich levelled, John 
Sydenham restored Saints’ lead 
before the visitors hit back again. 

Saints ended the season champions 
by two points, with Norwich runners- 



MAIDEN LEAGUE GOAL: Sam Gallagher scores in 2014 


GOAL: Rickie Lambert nets in the 1-1 draw in 2012. 



OOPS: Stern John about to miss from the spot in early 2008 ... 


GOAL ... but David McGoldrick scores later the same year 


up and also automatically 
promoted. 

October 29 1960 
Saints 2 Norwich 2 

Derek Reeves and George O’Brien 
scored for Saints, who were denied a 
Division 2 victory by a controversial 
late penalty which saw some home 
fans invade the Dell pitch at the final 
whistle. 

October 21 1961 
Saints 2 Norwich 2 

Tommy Mulgrew and Derek Reeves 
had put Saints 2-0 up inside the first 23 
minutes. 

December 1 1962 
Saints 3 Norwich 1 


George Kirby, Dave Burnside and 
George O’Brien were on target. 

March 24 1964 
Saints 3 Norwich 0 
Watched by England boss Alf 
Ramsey, Martin Chivers opened the 
scoring just after ten minutes with 
one of his 21 league goals that season. 
John Sydenham made it 2-0 before 
half-time and George O’Brien com¬ 
pleted the scoring. 

March 27 1965 
Saints 1 Norwich 0 

Joe Mullett’s own goal gave Saints 
the points. 

February 26 1966 
Saints 2 Norwich 2 


Martin Chivers’ double put Saints 
into a 2-0 half-time lead. 

But Bill Punton’s leveller denied Ted 
Bates’ men another victory en route to 
promotion to the top flight. 

November 4 1972 
Saints 1 Norwich 0 

Bob McCarthy’s first half goal - his 
only strike in 31 Division 1 outings 
that season separated the two clubs at 
The Dell. 

September 4 1973 
Saints 2 Norwich 2 
Paul Gilchrist scored in both the 
first and the last minutes in the fourth 
game of the season. 

In between, Jim Steele had put 
through his own goal and David Cross 


had given the Canaries a half-tim< 
lead. 

Both clubs would go on to be relegat 
ed. 

August 27 1974 

Saints 1 Norwich 1 

Colin Suggett’s late leveller gave 

Norwich a point after Hughi< 
Fisher’s long range effort had pu 
Saints ahead. 

November 11 1978 

Saints 2 Norwich 2 

Saints were again denied victory lat< 
on, Colin Powell levelling. 

Nick Holmes and Chris Nicholl ha( 
twice put the hosts ahead, with Jimnr 
Neighbour providing the first equalis 
er. 
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Saints Spotlight 

OH GOOD HIM FORM 



BALE FORCE: Gareth celebrates scoring in 2006. MOR THE MERRIER: Schneiderlin nets in the 2014 victory. 



LATE SCREAMER: Henri Camara settles the 2005 thriller GETTING SHIRTY: Henri Camara whips his top off in 2005. 


March 29 1980 

Saints 2 Norwich 0 

Saints won with goals in the last 18 
minutes from Chris Nicholl and 
Graham Baker. 

Ivan Katalinic made his Saints debut 
and pulled off some exceptional saves. 

February 71981 

Saints 2 Norwich 1 

Steve Williams opened the scoring 
with a great solo goal before Charlie 
George added a second to seal Saints’ 
fifth successive top flight victory. 

February 51983 

Saints 4 Norwich 0 

Steve Williams again opened the 
scoring before half-time. 


Nick Holmes, Danny Wallace and 
Steve Moran also scored in a fine sec¬ 
ond half display. 

March 3 1984 

Saints 2 Norwich 1 

A scrappy game won thanks to 
David Armstrong and Dave Puckett. 

September 15 1984 

Saints 2 Norwich 1 

Joe Jordan headed Saints into a first 
minute lead before Dave Watson put 
through his own goal. 

Saints went onto finish fifth in 
Division 1 while League Cup winners 
Norwich were relegated. 

February 7 1987 

Saints 1 Norwich 2 


Norwich claimed the first league win 
at The Dell since the mid 1950s thanks 
to goals from Mike Phelan and Kevin 
Drinkell. Glenn Cockerill had bagged 
a second half leveller. 

January 23 1988 
Saints 0 Norwich 0 

April 19 1989 
Saints 0 Norwich 0 

Another goalless stalemate in a 
season where Norwich finished 
fourth in the top flight. 

February 27 1990 
Saints 4 Norwich 1 

Matt Le Tissier bagged a second half 
hat-trick after the Canaries had taken 
a half-time lead. 


The pick of the goals, however, is 
Kevin Moore’s 25-yard volley. 

August 28 1990 

Saints 1 Norwich 0 

A John Polston own goal gives 
Saints victory in their first home 
game of the new season. 

October 19 1991 

Saints 0 Norwich 0 

February 10 1993 

Saints 3 Norwich 0 

Richard Hall and Mick Adams 
scored in the first half with Nicky 
Banger adding a late third. 

Norwich went on to finish third in 
the first ever Premier League. 


January 1 1994 
Saints 0 Norwich 1 

Ian Branfoot’s last game in charge as 
manager at The Dell ends in defeat, 
Chris Sutton scoring the only goal. 

Francis Benali is sent off in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

November 2 1994 
Saints 1 Norwich 1 

Matt Le Tissier’s 89th minute penal¬ 
ty salvages a point for Saints after 
Mark Robins had opened the scoring. 

April 30 2005 
Saints 4 Norwich 3 

Henri Camara settled a memorable 
late-season encounter at St Mary’s. 
Camara popped up in the 88th 
minute to give Saints a dramatic suc¬ 
cess against one of their main relega¬ 
tion rivals. 

A frantic first half had ended 3-3 
with Matt Oakley, Peter Crouch and 
Graeme Le Saux on target for Saints. 

A few weeks later both clubs were 
relegated. 

August 20 2005 
Saints 1 Norwich 0 

Nigel Quashie’s 15th minute penalty 
settled the game. 

December 16 2006 
Saints 2 Norwich 1 

Robert Earnshaw put Norwich 
ahead on 21 minutes, but Gareth Bale 
levelled before half-time and 
Kenwyne Jones struck a second half 
winner. 

January 29 2008 
Saints 0 Norwich 1 

Ched Evans scored the only goal 
on the stroke of half-time. 

September 30 2008 
Saints 2 Norwich 0 

Loanee striker Jordan Robertson 
put Saints ahead before half-time with 
a fine strike on his debut. 

After Dejan Stefanovic was sent off 
for Norwich, David McGoldrick 
scored the resulting penalty. 

Both teams were relegated to League 
One that season. 

November 21 2009 
Saints 2 Norwich 2 
Adam Lallana and David Connolly 
twice put Saints ahead in the sides’ 
first third tier meeting since 1959/60. 

Wes Hoolahan and Stephen Hughes 
twice levelled. 

November 28 2012 
Saints 1 Norwich 1 

Rickie Lambert put Saints ahead 
before Robert Snodgrass’ free-kick 
slipped through Paolo Gazzaniga’s 
grasp for the equaliser. 

March 19 2014 
Saints 4 Norwich 2 

Sam Gallagher completes Saints’ 
win with his first ever league goal for 
the club. 

Saints had stormed into a 3-0 lead 
through Morgan Schneiderlin, Rickie 
Lambert and Jay Rodriguez. 

Johan Elmander and Robert 
Snodgrass reduced the arrears before 
Gallagher calmed any nerves. 
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Young Cherries pro Butcher wants to emulate hero 


AFC Bournemouth rookie Matt Butcher 
is dreaming of emulating childhood 
hero Frank Lampard, left, by homing in 
on a midfield berth during his first year 
as a pro. 

The 18-year-old Portsmouth-based 
youth product spent spells on loan in 
non-League football last season with 
Alex Pike’s Gosport Borough and Tom 
Killick’s Poole Town. 

And the youngster revealed his shock 
at reading his name on the Cherries 
squad list for Tuesday’s League Cup tie 


at Hartlepool, which marked his senior 
debut. 

The versatile Butcher, who joined 
Cherries at the age of 13, has played in 
a variety of positions but said: “Since I 
came back in pre-season I have played a 
lot more in midfield. 

“I think I have learned a lot from be¬ 
ing in that position more of the time and 
feel like I have really improved. 

“I watched Frank Lampard quite a bit 
as a youngster and always admired how 
he got box to box and scored so many 


goals from midfield. 

“To get anywhere near the things he 
achieved would be an amazing accom¬ 
plishment and, like a lot of players, 
that’s the dream!” 

Butcher was one of four young Cher¬ 
ries offered pro terms in April on the 
back of eye-catching displays at un- 
der-18 and under-21 level. 

Having been thrust into action for the 
final 13 minutes of the 4-0 win at Hartle¬ 
pool, Butcher described it as “the best 
feeling I have had in football so far.” 


Boatmen boss Diaper hopes 
new men can make impact 



Tireless signings 
will be needed in 
top quality league 

DAVE Diaper knows it will 
take time for his new-look 
Sholing squad to reach 
the heights of the FA Vase/ 
Sydenhams Premier double¬ 
winning class of 2014. 

But in the likes of Jamie Bulpitt 
and James Davis he has found play¬ 
ers who fit in well with the hard¬ 
working profile on which the club is 
founded, writes Wendy Gee. 

In fact ex-Eastleigh and AFC Totton 
man Bulpitt who, like Davis, made 
the switch from Lymington Town in 
the summer, reminds Diaper of one 
his all-time Sholing heroes Tyronne 
Bowers. 

“Jamie tends to pick up quite a few 
injuries, but that’s because he’s such 
a whole-hearted player,” said the 
boss. 

“It’s like having a little Tyzer back 
again. He’s got lots of energy for a 
small guy. 

“That’s brilliant for me because I’d 
pay to watch those sort of players.” 

Although Davis netted 15 times as 
an attacker for Lymington last term, 
he is currently deployed as a left- 
back with his new club. 

“I know all about the goals he 
scored for Lymington and we do want 
to give him a try up top, but we’ve got 
him at left-back at the moment and 
he’s been playing ever so well,” said 
Diaper. “James has been carrying a 
knock and has only really been 50 per 
cent [fit] and he was the victim of an 
horrendous tackle at Hamworthy on 
Tuesday, which ripped his boot and 
studded him down the shin. 

“No way should the Ham worthy 


Lewis Kelly (yellow) in action for Sholing. 

player have just got a yellow card. 
James was lucky to be able to carry 
on.” 

Sholing came away from Hamwor¬ 
thy last-gasp 2-1 winners thanks to an 
89th-minute strike from another of 
their summer arrivals, Lewis Kelly. 
Stefan Penny had edged the 


Hammers ahead just before the hour, 
with Kev Brewster quickly equalis¬ 
ing from the spot following a trip on 
Byron Mason. 

The previous Friday Diaper had 
rushed back from the airport after a 
well-deserved break to preside over 
an equally tough 2-1 home win over 


Fawley AFC. 

“Fawley put up a good performance 
as well which shows you what a com¬ 
petitive league this is,” said Diaper. 

“The quality of the Wessex Pre¬ 
mier this year is outstanding. It’s 
almost back to what it was seven or 
eight years ago.” 


Town add 
firepower 

BASINGSTOKE Town added 
a fifth forward to their squad 
prior to last Saturday’s 
National League South clash 
with Margate. 

But despite boosting their 
firepower with 22-year-old 
former Ebbsfleet, Dover and 
Welling powerhouse Sam 
Akinde, they were held to a 
0-0 stalemate and, heading 
into today’s trip to Hayes & 
Yeading, were still awaiting 
their first league win of the 
campaign. 

They had their chances, but 
goalkeeper Nikki Bull - 
formerly of local rivals 
Aldershot - kept them out 
with a string of superb saves. 

Bull was talked out of 
retirement by Margate’s 
former Shots boss Terry 
Brown last summer and 
showed he has lost none of 
the skill that once saw him 
grace the Football League 
with Brentford and Wycombe 
Wanderers. 

Excellent 

The 33-year-old produced 
five excellent stops - the pick 
of the bunch seeing him 
somehow tip Lloyd Macklin’s 
header onto the crossbar. 

Akinde, who replaced Liam 
Enver-Marum alongside 
Macklin up top, had a decent 
debut, looking big, strong 
and mobile, and manager 
Jason Bristow hopes he will 
bring a different dimension to 
attack. 

Welcoming Akinde to the 
north Hampshire club, 

Bristow said: “Sam’s a 
different type of player to 
those already in the squad 
and I’m sure he will 
complement and support the 
squad with his presence.” 

Akinde spent pre-season 
with his brother, John, at 
League Two newcomers 
Barnet. 

Basingstoke welcome Alex 
Pike’s Gosport Borough to 
the Camrose Ground on 
Monday at 3pm. 



Lloyd Macklin, right 


world class 5-a-side Leagues • 3G rubber crumb turf 
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Claridge wants more, despite demolition of Poppies 


SELF-CONFESSED perfectionist Steve 
Claridge wants more from his Salisbury 
players - despite battering Bourne¬ 
mouth Poppies 9-1 on Tuesday 

The Whites’ head coach described it 
as a “fantastic result” but believes his 
charges have yet to showcase their full 
potential in the Sydenhams Premier. 

Speaking to The Pink’s sister paper 
The (Salisbury) Journal, the striker- 
turned-TV pundit said: “I still think 
there’s better than what we saw out 
there. 


“There were lots and lots of positives 
about the game and it was a good result, 
but there’s still certain things we need 
to do better.” 

The Whites made amends for a slow 
start by piling on the goals through for¬ 
mer Eastleigh and Winchester forward 
Sam Wilson, left, who scored four, Ash¬ 
ley Jarvis with two, Calum Brockway, 
Brandon Mundy and sub Jack Maloney 
in front of another large Ray Mac crowd 
of 582. Diop Evans netted Poppies’ lone 
reply 


But, with leaders Horndean winning 
again, the opening two games in which 
Salisbury drew at Brockenhurst and 
lost at home to Whitchurch have left 
them playing catch-up. 

Claridge admitted: “We’ve dropped 
more points at this stage than I’d have 
liked, but we’ve proved we can be com¬ 
petitive. 

“There are certain things we can do 
better and they know that. 

“I’m not a merchant of doom and I’m 
not constantly moaning.” 


Sholing hero starting a new 
life with his wife in America 



Brown is moving 
stateside sooner 
the he planned to 

WEMBLEY hero Matt Brown 
has played his last game for 
Sholing. 

The goalkeeper, whose stubborn 
display of defiance earned him the 
man-of-the-match award in the 2014 
FA Vase final, is starting a new life in 
the United States, writes Wendy Gee. 

Brown married his American girl¬ 
friend Alyssa in Philadelphia last 
weekend and, having initially in¬ 
tended to come back to England for 
one farewell season, he has decided 
to move sooner than planned. 

He explained: “I had a few offers to 
play in England for this season after 
Sholing’s demotion (to the Syden¬ 
hams Premier Division) but, due to 
personal circumstances, I was unable 
to commit to a club. 

“I am currently in the process of 
moving to the USA and therefore my 
tenure at Sholing has come to an end. 

“I had three great years at Shol¬ 
ing, most memorably winning the 
FA Vase, being man-of-the-match and 
winning the Wessex League. 

“It is a good club and I hope at some 
point they get the ground and infra¬ 
structure in place to be able to pro¬ 
gress to the next level. 

“It’s been a pleasure to play for 
Dave Diaper and I hope the team can 
have a good year.” 

Brown, who was based in Wallis- 
down, Bournemouth, has also left his 
role as sports lecturer/head football 
coach at Bournemouth & Poole Col¬ 
lege, but looks forward to taking up 
new coaching and teaching opportu¬ 
nities in the States. 

“It’s crazy because I never thought 
my life would go down this route, but 
I wouldn’t change it for the world,” 
smiled the 26-year-old. 

“I have a few trials lined up to play 
in the USL (USA Division 3) which is 
two leagues below the MLS (Major 
League Soccer) and consists of affili¬ 
ated teams to the MLS.” 

Admitting Brown would leave a big 
void at the Silverlake Arena, Boat¬ 


men’s boss Diaper said: “Matt’s been 
tremendous. 

“He’ll be remembered for his per¬ 
formance at Wembley more than 
anything and we’re indebted to him 
for helping us to achieve that FA Vase 
win.” 

Diaper said Brown’s performance 
in that never-to-be-forgotten 1-0 
success over West Auckland Town 
summed up the big man’s contribu¬ 
tion to the club. 

“Matt’s very professional in every¬ 
thing he does,” he said. 

“Looks are bit deceiving with him. 


He appears to be carrying a bit too 
much timber, but he uses it to very 
good effect and is strong coming out 
to collect things in the air. 

“I’m glad our day at Wembley is on 
video so he can keep repeating what 
he’s done!” 

Brown was influential throughout 
Sholing’s March to the Arch, saving 
Chris Flood’s penalty to get them 
over a tricky first hurdle at Winches¬ 
ter City. 

He later pulled the shutters down 
on fifth-round opponents Larkhall 
Athletic, Sholing’s toughest test en 


route to north London. 

But his most telling contribution 
came in the final where the pick 
of his saves kept out a pacy Dennis 
Knight free-kick, which he valiantly 
diverted over the crossbar. 

Brown can at least start his new life 
happy in the knowledge that Sholing 
are well covered in the goalkeeping 
department. 

Rory Anderson is currently out 
with a hand injury, but ex-Follands 
stopper Ryan Gosney has settled in 
well and young understudy Jordan 
Brooks is waiting in the wings. 


Slabber’s 
dual strike 

FORMER Eastleigh striker 
Jamie Slabber is still banging 
in the goals. 

He bagged two for his latest 
club Hemel Hempstead Town 
last Saturday as the Tudors 
triumphed 3-0 at Concord 
Rangers in the Vanarama 
National League South. 

Slabber has started brightly 
following his summer move 
from Bromley. 

Delighted Hemel boss Dean 
Brennan said: “Slabs didn’t 
have his best game outside 
the box but, inside the box, 
he could have had four goals. 

“He took his two goals very 
well and was very 
composed.” 

Another ex-Eastleigh man 
found the target as former 
Football League outfit 
Tranmere Rovers were 
humbled 2-0 at home by 
newly-promoted Boreham 
Wood in the VNL (Premier). 

Former Spitfires wideman 
Graeme Montgomery struck 
just before the hour mark at 
Prenton Park before sub 
Harry Crawford made sure of 
the points. 

CLEVEDON Town, whose 
expulsion from the Southern 
One South & West paved the 
way for Winchester City to 
go up, have landed a major 
deal with a national sports 
company. 

The Seasiders, relegated 
because of the poor standard 
of their floodlights, have 
signed a £500,000, ten-year 
deal with Everyone Active. 

The leisure operator will 
manage Clevedon’s ground - 
to be renamed the Everyone 
Active Stadium - with the aim 
of providing more facilities 
for the community. 

There had been fears 
Clevedon would fold, but they 
have a new chairman, Mark 
Lewis, who spent £30,000 on 
getting the floodlights up to 
scratch so they could kick off 
the new season. 

GARY Bailey, manager of 
Sydenhams One new boys 
Portland United, admitted 
that losing to Romsey Town 
had given his side a “reality 
check”. 

Having started the season 
with a 6-1 romp at Fleet 
Spurs, the Islanders were 
brought crashing back down 
to earth 2-1 at Romsey’s 
Bypass Ground. 

But they bounced straight 
back last Saturday as Carl 
McClements struck twice in a 
4-0 success at US 
Portsmouth, winging them up 
to third. 

“Losing to Romsey probably 
gave us the reality check we 
needed,” said Bailey. 

Former Weymouth striker 
McClements took his chance 
to impress after Ed Bastick 
had picked up a groin injury 
in training. 

He was joined on the 
scoresheet by Ross Doidge 
and Alex Godfrey. 
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Media boss and cycling fan Jeremy to get on his bike for charity 


GOSPORT Borough’s head of media 
Jeremy Fox is taking to his bike next 
Sunday (September 6) for a very good 
cause. 

He will be raising money for the 
Oakley Waterman Caravan Founda¬ 
tion, founded and run by ex-Ports¬ 
mouth and Gosport footballer Dave 
Waterman in memory of his late son, 
Oakley, who passed away 10 years 
ago. 

Oakley was just six years old when 
he died of a rare form of cancer 


called rhabdomysarcoma. He loved 
caravan holidays and his legacy has 
been to provide caravans for other 
children suffering from life-threat¬ 
ening illnesses. 

Fox, a keen amateur cyclist, has 
this year ridden the 100-mile Ride 
London event and numerous spor- 
tives around the south of England. 

Last year he conquered one of 
France’s toughest mountain passes, 
Mont Ventoux. 

This time, however, the 37-year-old 


- a member of Fareham Wheelers 
Cycling Club - will be staying firmly 
on the spot, raising money on a static 
bike at Gosport Leisure Centre. 

“The hour record has always fasci¬ 
nated me,” he said. “I watched Brad¬ 
ley Wiggins set a new record earlier 
this year and wondered how I would 
do against the clock in that situa¬ 
tion.” 

Training has gone well and trial 
runs have seen Fox consistently 
reach the 20-21 mile mark. “That’s 


my target for the day, but I reckon I 
could push on for 22.5 and, at an abso¬ 
lute limit, hit 23 miles,” he said. 

Spectators are welcome to watch 
Fox taking on the pedal-pushing 
challenge in the gym at the Holbrook- 
based centre from 9am. 

Anyone wishing to sponsor him 
can visit www.justgiving.com/Jere- 
my-Fox4. 

For more information on the char¬ 
ity, go to www.theoakleywaterman- 
caravanfoundation.org. 


Super-sub Wort comes on to 
score‘Cantona-esque’ chip 

Goal put away in I 9 ■ - - 

last few minutes i ' * ■ m 

to seal match win mm 



Lee Wort 


ALEX Pike described Lee 
Wort’s goal for Gosport 
Borough last Saturday as 
“Cantona-esque”. 

The former Sholing hotshot went 
on as a 72nd-minute substitute for ex- 
Saint Jamie White with Borough 2-1 
up at Dartford in the Vanarama Na¬ 
tional League South. 

He left his hallmark of class on the 
game with a stunning chip inside the 
far post two minutes from time - a 
goal that turned out to be the winner 
after the Darts grabbed a late second. 

Borough boss Pike raved: “Worty’s 
goal was an absolutely brilliant fin¬ 
ish. 

“We broke through, he was one-on- 
one with the goalkeeper, he chipped 
him and it went in off the post. 

“It was Cantona-esque. I just want¬ 
ed him to stand there with his hands 
by his side looking at the crowd. 

“Someone said he’s probably too 
young to know that goal (for Man¬ 
chester United against Sunderland 
in 1996), but he should have seen the 
advert.” 

St Mary’s lad Wort (pictured) cel¬ 
ebrated in a more conventional style 
in May last year, ripping off his shirt 
in elation when Sholing won the FA 
Vase. 

Dave Diaper, his former boss with 
the Boatmen, was pleased to hear of 
Wort’s latest exploits against Dart- 
ford. 

“He came off the bench to do it and 
I would like to see him starting more 
games, but he seems happy with his 
lot down there,” he said. 

The 3-2 Dartford win stretched Gos¬ 
port’s unbeaten start to the season to 
five games with just four goals con¬ 
ceded. 

“It’s a solid start and there are only 
three teams better than us at the 
moment,” said Pike, whose fourth- 
placed side are due to host Truro City 
today before heading for Monday’s 
Hampshire derby at Basingstoke 


Town (3pm). 

“Dartford had 22 corners in the 
game, which shows the pressure we 
were under, but credit to our goal¬ 
keeper Nathan Ashmore and the 
back four.” 

• GOSPORT Borough have added 
to their National League South squad 
with attacking right-back Elliot 
Wheeler, formerly Premier League 


outfit Stoke City 

Originally from the Isle of Wight, 
the 21-year-old signed for Stoke in 
2013 from Portsmouth. 

He was part of Stoke’s under-21 set¬ 
up and already has knowledge of the 
National League having spent time 
on loan with Nuneaton Town last 
term. 

Wheeler was one of nine under-21 


players not to have their contracts 
renewed by in The Potters in May. 

His preferred position is playing 
at right-back, but he can also play 
on the right of midfield or at centre- 
back. 

Pike said: “Elliot’s 6ft 2in and was 
a youth team player at Portsmouth. I 
was tipped off about him by (former 
Portsmouth player) Liam Daish.” 


Jackson 
jacks it in 

KEVIN Jackson has resigned 
after just a month in charge 
of Folland Sports this week, 
admitting he wasn’t cut out 
to be a manager. 

Having taken over the reins 
when Jay Keating was sacked 
at the end of July after three 
months in charge, Jackson 
opted to relinquish control of 
team affairs just three games 
into the new Sydenhams 
Premier season. 

The Planemakers had yet to 
win a league game and had 
made an early exit from the 
FA Cup, beaten 2-1 at 
Longwell Green Sports. 

With a background in 
coaching and physiotherapy, 
Poole-based Jackson said he 
only took the manager’s job 
as a stop-gap measure having 
initially climbed on board as a 
coach. 

He had always intended to 
step aside when the time was 
right and felt comfortable 
doing so once locally-based 
former reserve team boss 
and first-team coach Dave 
Herbert had returned to the 
Kings Avenue fold. 

Jackson explained: “I was 
holding the job until they got 
someone in and I think it’s 
time for a local guy like Dave 
to take control. 

“There’s no malice or bad 
feeling. I enjoyed myself at 
Follands, but I’m not a 
manager. I coach and deal 
with sports injuries, that’s 
what I’ve done all my life, and 
I wasn’t enjoying the 
managerial side. I felt I 
needed to be amongst the 
players. 

“Dave (Herbert) has come 
in and recruited some new 
players and, if he gets the 
job, it will give him a better 
chance with me out of the 
way. 

“It’s only three games into 
the season and whoever 
takes charge needs a fresh 
run at it. 

Jackson added: “Travelling 
was also a problem for me, 
living the other side of Poole, 
and I want to go back to 
scouting and coaching in 
junior football closer to 
home. I’ve missed being 
involved in coaching and my 
heart wasn’t in being a 
manager. I was never going to 
be there for long.” 



Kevin Jackson 
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Hopes still high for Solent despite not having a point on the board 


TEAM Solent lost an eight-goal thrill¬ 
er 5-3 against Fareham Town on Mon¬ 
day 

Having hit back to lead 2-1 through 
Matt Sheedy and Mitch Speechley- 
Price, they fell 4-2 behind, clawed 
back to 4-3 through Oliver Goodard 
and then conceded again in stoppage¬ 
time, 

Callum Laycock (2), Ash Tattersall, 


Simon Woods and George Davis net¬ 
ted for Fareham. 

Team Solent boss James Taylor 
said: “There was not a lot in it and it 
could have gone either way Neither 
defence was particularly tight to say 
the least, but Fareham took more 
chances than we did. It was enter¬ 
taining game - but not for the man¬ 
agers!” 


Defeat left Solent still in search of 
their first point following promotion 
as Sydenhams One champions. 

It has been well documented that, 
as a university side, they will not be 
at full strength until the new term be¬ 
gins and big-hitters like Jesse Waller- 
Lassen and Sam Byles return. 

Taylor however believes the side 
currently at his disposal should be 


well capable of getting results. 

“We are waiting for players to come 
back, but that’s no excuse,” he said. 
“We had a good enough side out 
against Fareham. 

“There’s no need to be concerned 
yet, but obviously we’d like to start 
picking up a few points. We need to 
get ourselves across the line and win 
one.” 


Taylor holds his hands up for 
the colour clash kit mistake 



Team Solent had 
to postpone their 
game at Poppies 

AS one of the most recognis¬ 
able faces on the local non- 
League circuit, there aren’t 
many places James Taylor 
hasn’t played. 

But having largely plied his trade 
at Conference South and Southern 
League level and most recently man¬ 
aged in Sydenhams One, he has sel¬ 
dom had much involvement with the 
Sydenhams Premier Division. 

And that goes a long way to explain¬ 
ing why he and his Team Solent side 
turned up with the wrong colour kit 
at Bournemouth Poppies last Satur¬ 
day, causing the Wessex top-flight fix¬ 
ture at Victoria Park to be postponed. 

Unbeknown to Taylor, Poppies have 
been playing in red for more than 
100 years. And with Bournemouth’s 
yellow and blue away kit still in the 
launderette, there was no change of 
strip to offer Solent when they rocked 
up with red shirts, red shorts and red 
socks. 

Taylor, who has taken full responsi¬ 
bility for the colour clash and subse¬ 
quent postponement, admitted: “No 
excuses, it was my fault. For some 
reason I always assumed Bourne¬ 
mouth played in blue. 

“I hardly ever played in the Wessex 
Premier, probably 20 games at most, 
and the time I can remember playing 
Bournemouth they were in blue. 

“It was an honest mistake, our sec¬ 
retary was on annual leave and the 
confirmation that was sent to us in 
July went missing. It was just one of 
those things.” 

Having had to fork out for match 
officials and food for hospitality, Pop¬ 
pies are seeking to recover costs from 
the Southampton Solent University 
side. 

Bill Moore, the Team Solent chair¬ 
man, said: “If it is our responsibility, 
we will cover any costs incurred.” 

Bournemouth boss Ken Vaughan 
suggested Solent’s “secretary, kit 
man or whoever needs to hold up 
their hands” about the mix-up, bring¬ 
ing a wry smile to the face of former 
AFC Totton and Bashley hitman Tay- 


Team Solent boss James Taylor 

lor, who took multi-tasking to a new 
level that day 

“I read someone saying it was down 
to the kit man - and I’m sure it would 
have been his fault if we had one!” he 
laughed. 

“We haven’t got a minibus driver ei¬ 
ther and our secretary was away on 
annual leave, so I did those jobs too. 

“I was down to play, do the warm¬ 
up, fill the water bottles, collect the 


kit and get it washed. There weren’t 
many jobs I wasn’t doing on the day, 
so I might as well take the blame for 
the kit mix-up too! 

“It’s not as though we didn’t try and 
play the game,” he added. “We offered 
to play in bibs and black shirts. 

“It had taken us two-and-a-half 
hours to get there and we’d brought 
lads down from London, so it’s not 
about us not trying. 


“It was just a complete b****-up! 

“I’ve seen it happen a few times 
when the home side has had to lend 
the opposition a kit, but unfortunate¬ 
ly everything that could go wrong 
did go wrong on Saturday. 

“But when you think about what 
happened to those Worthing players 
in the Shoreham plane crash, it does 
put bringing the wrong kit into a dif¬ 
ferent perspective.” 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 


Monday, August 31 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Braintree v Aldershot, Chester 
v Guiseley, Dover v Boreham 
Wood, Eastleigh v Torquay, FC 
Halifax v Barrow, Forest Green 
Rovers v Bromley, Gateshead 
v Lincoln City, Grimsby v 
Macclesfield, Southport 
v Altrincham, Tranmere v 
Kidderminster, Woking v Welling, 
Cheltenham v Wrexham. 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Basingstoke v Gosport, 

Concord v Margate, Dartford v 
Ebbsfleet, Havant & Waterlooville 
v Eastbourne Borough, 
Maidenhead v Hayes & Yeading, 
Maidstone v Chelmsford, St 
Albans v Hemel Hempstead, 

Truro v Oxford City, Wealdstone v 
Bishops Stortford, Weston-super- 
Mare v Bath City, Whitehawk v 
Sutton. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Chesham v 
Slough, Cirencester v Merthyr 
Town, Dorchester v Weymouth, 
Histon v Cambridge, Hitchin 
v Dunstable, Hungerford v 
Chippenham, Kettering v Kings 
Lynn, Leamington v Bedworth, 
Paulton v Bideford, Poole v 
Frame, Redditch v Stratford, St 
Neots v Biggleswade. 

Division One South & West: 
Banbury v Evesham, Bishops 
Cleeve v Cinderford, Bridgwater 
v Tiverton, Didcot v North Leigh, 
Marlow v Burham, Shortwood 
v Slimbridge, Swindon 
Supermarine v Wantage, Taunton 
v Larkhall, Wimborne v Bashley 
(1.00), Winchester City v AFC 
Totton, Yate v Mangotsfield. 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 
Senior Division: Baffins Milton 
Rovers v Paulsgrove, Bush Hill v 
OK Southampton, Clanfield v Liss 
Athletic, Fleetlands v Overton 
Utd, Hamble Club v Locks Heath, 
Headley Utd v Liphook, Infinity v 
Hedge End Rangers, Otterbourne 
v Colden Common, Stockbridge 
v Winchester Castle. 

Tuesday, September 1 

HAMPSHIRE SENIOR CUP 
First round: Alresford Town v 
Eversley & California, Andover 
Town v New Milton, Blackfield 
& Langley v Christchurch, 
Bournemouth Poppies v 
Brockenhurst, Cove v Cowes 
Sports, East Cowes Vies v Fleet 
Spurs, Folland Sports v Fareham 
Town, Horndean v Alton Town, 
Newport loW v Fawley AFC, 
Tadley Calleva v Hartley Wintney, 
Team Solent v AFC Portchester. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bemerton 
Heath Harlequins v Sholing, 
Moneyfields v Lymington Town, 
Salisbury v Verwood Town. 

WYVERN COMBINATION 
LEAGUE 

Division One: Verwood v Bashley. 

Wednesday, September 2 

HAMPSHIRE SENIOR CUP 
First round: AFC Stoneham v 
Andover New Street, Whitchurch 
v US Portsmouth. 

WYVERN COMBINATION 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Ringwood Town 
v Moneyfields. 

John Stimpson Memorial Shield, 
league phase: C. Fawley v 
Lymington Town, F. Wimborne 
Town v Dorchester Town. 

Thursday, September 3 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 
Senior Division (6pm kick-offs): 
Bush Hill v Hedge End Rangers, 
Colden Common v Overton. 
WYVERN COMBINATION 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Winchester City 
v Team Solent. 

Division One: Romsey Town v 
AFC Stoneham. 

John Stimpson Memorial Shield, 
league phase: E. US Portsmouth 
v Alton Town. 
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Age no issue for young gaffer as he becomes main man at Town 


AT just 21 years of age, Connor 
Natella is now the youngest boss 
in the Sydenhams Wessex League. 

But he is confident he can do a 
decent job at New Milton Town. 

Natella, a former AFC Bourne¬ 
mouth coach who earned his 
first coaching badge at 14, said: 
“I think whether you experience 
success or not as a young man¬ 
ager depends on the way you go 
about it. 

“If you go in and think you’ve 


got all the answers, then you are 
on a hiding to nothing. 

“You have to accept your limita¬ 
tions. 

“My job is to work with a group 
of players to try and get them to 
meet their potential. 

“The chairman and the players 
have backed me to do it and I back 
myself to do it well. 

“I don’t think I’d have got this 
chance at another club and it’s 
good that I already have a rela¬ 


tionship with the players as I’ve 
been coaching them for the past 
year or so.” 

Out-going manager Callum 
Brooks had indicated his desire 
to field a higher number of young 
players and utilise the loan mar¬ 
ket sparingly this season, a phi¬ 
losophy which Natella is keen to 
continue. 

“We will use one or two loan 
players because they are good 
quality players, but I don’t think 


that can form the core of your 
group. You have got to have char¬ 
acter,” he reasoned. 

“Last year we didn’t beat anyone 
in the top five. 

“There is a reason why we fin¬ 
ished sixth [in Sydenhams One] 
and that is because we didn’t 
have the character to get across 
the line in games against the top 
sides. 

“Hopefully we will get to a point 
where we’ve got more of that.” 


Natella takes over following 
Brooks’ move to Dolphins 


Boss departs for 
Tatnam side to 
replace his father 



Connor Natella 


CONNOR Natella has been 
handed the reins at New 
Milton Town after boss 
Callum Brooks left the 
Sydenhams Division One 
side. 

Brooks, who had taken on a coach¬ 
ing role with Poole Town’s under-21s, 
has now replaced his father Shaun as 
head coach at Tatnam. 

His departure has opened the door 
for Natella, 21, to step up from the po¬ 
sition of head coach. 

Natella said: “I’m delighted that the 
chairman has shown faith in what 
we’ve started here this year. 

“It gives us a chance to keep things 
together and keep moving forward, 
which is great. 

“I’m hugely proud to say that I’ve 
worked with Cal. 

“He’s first class in everything he 
does and the only surprise is that this 
opportunity (with Poole) hasn’t come 
about earlier. 


Rollercoaster 

“It’s been a bit of a rollercoaster, 
but his commitment to learning and 
drive to improve has taught me a 
great deal. Poole Town have made a 
great appointment.” 

Brooks’s New Milton reign ended 
on the sour note of a 5-0 home defeat 
against AFC Stoneham on Saturday 

Natella conceded: “We had a dif¬ 
ficult time last week and the focus 
has to be to move on quickly and 
put things right on Saturday [today, 
home to Hythe & Dibden].” 

Brooks, 30, took on the arduous task 
of rebuilding the Linnets after they 
had finished bottom of the Wessex 
Premier and their proposed merger 
with Bashley had collapsed in May 
2013. 

He guided them to 11th in Division 
One in his first campaign, improving 
to sixth last term. 


Announcing his departure on Twit¬ 
ter, Brooks wrote: “I would like to ex¬ 
press my thanks to all the people who 
have supported me during my time at 
the club. 

“A big thank you to (chairman) 
John Breaker who gave me such a 


fantastic opportunity two and a bit 
years ago. 

“I would also like to extend thanks 
to Gina Sims and Ian Claxton for 
their hard work and support and to 
every player who has been part of the 
journey. The lot that are there now 


are first class and will go on to have 
a fantastic season.” 

Brooks also thanked his backroom 
staff of Natella, Marc Del Llano, Jor¬ 
dan Hiscock and Domenico Scala, 
stressing: “Without them the job 
would have been impossible.” 


Football 

fixtures 

Saturday, September 5 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Welling v Tranmere (BT Sport, 
12.30), Aldershot v FC Halifax, 
Altrincham v Cheltenham, Barrow 
v Eastleigh, Boreham Wood v 
Grimsby, Bromley v Gateshead, 
Chester v Forest Green Rovers, 
Kidderminster v Braintree, 

Lincoln v Wrexham, Macclesfield 
v Woking, Southport v Dover, 
Torquay v Guiseley. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Bath City v Dartford, Bishops 
Stortford v Weston-super- 
Mare, Chelmsford v Havant 
& Waterlooville, Eastbourne 
Borough v Truro, Ebbsfleet v 
Maidenhead, Gosport Borough 
v Maidstone, Hayes & Yeading v 
Wealdstone, Hemel Hempstead 
v Basingstoke, Margate v St 
Albans, Oxford City v Whitehawk, 
Sutton v Concord. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bedworth v 
Redditch, Bideford v Hungerford, 
Biggleswade v Paulton, 
Cambridge City v Dorchester, 
Chippenham v St Neots, 
Dunstable v Leamington, Frame 
v Hitchin, Kings Lynn v Poole 
Town, Merthyr Town v Chesham, 
Slough v Cirencester, Stratford v 
Kettering, Weymouth v Histon. 
Division One South & West: AFC 
Totton v Yate, Bashley v Bishops 
Cleeve, Burnham v Shortwood, 
Cinderford v Marlow, Evesham v 
Wimborne, Larkhall v Banbury, 
Mangotsfield v Winchester 
City, North Leigh v Bridgwater, 
Slimbridge v Didcot, Tiverton v 
Swindon Supermarine, Wantage 
v Taunton. 

FA VASE 

First qualifying round: Alresford 
Town v Blackfield & Langley, 
Andover New Street v Bitton, 
Andover Town v Fawley 
AFC, Bournemouth Poppies 
v Brockenhurst, Cadbury 
Heath v Amesbury Town, East 
Cowes Vies v Lymington Town, 
Frimley Green v Fleet Spurs, 

Old Abbotonians v Downton, 
Sherborne Town v Bemerton 
HH, Tadley Calleva v Woodley 
Utd, Team Solent v Christchurch, 
Verwood v Fareham Town, 
Warminster Town v Pewsey Vale, 
Whitchurch Utd v Hamworthy 
Utd, Wincanton Town v Salisbury, 
Winterbourne Utd v Horndean, 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC 
Portchester v Newport loW, 
Cowes Sports v Sholing, 
Moneyfields v Folland Sports. 
Division One: Hythe & Dibden v 
US Portsmouth, Laverstocik & 
Ford v Alton Town, Portland Utd 
v AFC Stoneham, Ringwood v 
Romsey, Totton & Eling v New 
Milton. 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 
Senior Division: Bush Hill v 
Clanfield, Colden Common 
v Headley Utd, Fleetlands v 
Stockbridge, Infinity v Liphook, 
Liss v Locks Heath, Overton v 
Baffins Milton Rovers, Paulsgrove 
v Hedge End Rangers, OK 
Southampton v Hamble Club, 
Winchester Castle v Otterbourne. 
Division One: AFC Petersfield 
v Broughton, Andover Lions v 
Hayling Urd, Burridge AFC v Four 
Marks, Michelmersh & Timsbury 
v Upham, Netley Central Sports 
v Sway. 

Combination Cup, Group A: 
Hayling Utd v Fleetlands, Hedge 
End Rangers v OK Southampton. 
Combination Cup, Group B: 
Baffins Milton Rovers v Bush Hill, 
Headley Utd v Overton. 
Combination Cup, Group C: 
Clanfield v AFC Petersfield, 
Otterbourne v Infinity. 
Combination Cup, Group D: 
Hamble Club v Winchester 
Castle, Liphook v Liss. 
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Non league FOOTBAL 





Stone not getting carried away after first win as Fareham boss 


NEW Fareham Town boss Steve Stone 
was preaching caution after Mon¬ 
day’s 5-3 Sydenhams Premier Divi¬ 
sion win at Team Solent. 

It was the perfect response from the 
Creeksiders after Stone’s reign had 
begun with a 3-1 home defeat by An¬ 
dover Town last Saturday. 

Former assistant manager Stone, 
who has taken up the Cams Alders 
reins following the long-serving Matt 
Parr’s departure, said: “I was delight¬ 
ed to win my first game. 

“The lads worked hard and showed 
they are willing to battle back after 
falling behind. 

“But let’s not get carried away.” 

It was Fareham who drew first 
blood on a packed night of goals at 


Test Park - Callum Laycock scoring 
after 13 minutes. 

Matt Sheedy, who was causing Fare¬ 
ham all sorts of problems, netted a 
sublime equaliser when, from just 
inside the left touchline, he launched 
the ball over Creeksiders’ ’keeper 
Christian Dewey with 45 minutes on 
the clock. 

Ten minutes into the second half 
Mitch Speechley-Price’s header 
plunged Fareham into arrears and 
the visitors had a narrow escape 
when Josh Brimacombe-Wiard’s shot 
rebounded off the inside of the post. 

But Stone’s men rode the storm and 
equalised when Simon Woods capital¬ 
ised after Bradey Norton’s strike had 
come back off the woodwork. 


Speechley-Price had two further ef¬ 
forts for Solent, but it was Town who 
taught the Southampton Solent Uni¬ 
versity side a lesson in finishing with 
two goals in as many minutes from 
Laycock (75 mins) and Ash Tattersall, 
pictured left (red) (77 mins). 

As the rollercoaster action contin¬ 
ued, Solent’s Oliver Goddard powered 
in a header from Sheedy’s corner for 
4-2, but Fareham had the last word 
when Tattersall teed up George Da¬ 
vis in the second minute of stoppage 
time. 

Although Stone’s appointment as 
manager was confirmed on August 
11, he didn’t officially take over until 
arriving back from holiday for the 
Andover match. 


Laycock again found the net after 
Elliott Ward had given Andover a 
19th-minute lead from Danilo Ca- 
dete’s cross. 

But it went downhill from then on 
with ex-AFC Totton midfielder James 
Jennings heading home Lewis Ben¬ 
son’s 51st-minute free-kick for the 
visitors before Sam Pekun ensured 
the points would be heading to north 
Hampshire. 

Stone reflected: “We seemed to be 
back in the game at the start of the 
second half and created a couple of 
good chances. Then a couple of indi¬ 
vidual mistakes cost us a couple of 
goals. 

“Andover deserved the win. They 
have some good players.” 


I wouldn’t swap duo - Farrell 



Joe Byrne of Blackfield (green/white) 


B&L co-boss has 
faith in talents of 
Byrne and Poole 

CHRIS Farrell is convinced 
Blackfield & Langley are 
blessed with the best central 
defensive partnership in the 
Sydenhams Wessex League. 

The Watersiders’ co-assistant boss 
says he wouldn’t swap Joe Byrne and 
Sam Poole for any other rearguard 
pairing. 

Byrne has long since proved his 
value to the club, playing a key role 
in the Sydenhams Premier title-win¬ 
ning triumph of 2012/13, operating 
alongside Scott Sampson. 

Sampson is no longer at Gang War¬ 
ily but, in summer signing Poole, 
Farrell believes they have found a 
like-for-like replacement. 

Poole was at Weymouth for more 
than a decade but left the Southern 
Premier club at the end of May to get 
more minutes on the pitch. 

Blackfield boss Glenn Howes de¬ 
scribed Poole as his “marquee sign¬ 
ing” and the 23-year-old has taken no 
time at all to settle on the Waterside. 

Farrell said: “Joe’s partnership 
with Scott Sampson was the corner¬ 
stone of us winning the league and 
Sam is a very similar player to Scott. 
He and Joe complement each other 
very well. 

“Joe was in America during the 
summer and came back just before 
the season started. It’s taken him 
a game or two to get back into it, 
but now he looks a really top player 
again. 

“He’s good on the ball and reads the 
game so well” 

Dan Munday’s fifth goal in three 
games kept Blackfield in the winning 
groove last Saturday as he joined 
Sam Lanahan on the scoresheet in a 
2-0 home win over Whitchurch. 

But while strikers invariably grab 
the headlines, Farrell was at pains to 
stress the contribution of the back- 
line boys. 

“Dan’s done quite well, but we were 
able to play our strongest back four 


and that was the cornerstone of our 
victory,” he said. 

“Danny Phillips is a dangerous cus¬ 
tomer up front for Whitchurch, but 
Joe and Sam marked him out of the 
game and totally nullified the threat. 

“That was the platform for the 
whole side to play well. 


“For me, Joe and Sam are the best 
central defensive partnership in the 
league. I wouldn’t swap them for any¬ 
one.” 

A recent addition to the B&L camp 
is Spaniard Miguel Laborda Gil, who 
can play out wide or up top. 

“Miguel just turned up and said he 


wanted to play football in England,” 
Farrell explained. 

“It’s early days yet, but he played 
against Team Solent and scored a 
good goal and looks a decent asset. 

“He speaks very little English, but 
we’ve got a Brazilian player, Edgar 
Zanin, who speaks fluent Spanish.” 


Gibb gets 
an honour 

BLACKFIELD & Langley’s 
Niall Gibb has grounds for 
celebration. 

Gibb, the Gang Warily 
groundsman, placed third in 
the FA’s Groundsman of the 
Year awards for Step 5 and 6 
clubs. 

Gibb’s achievement was 
applauded by the Sydenhams 
Wessex League, who said: 
“Most clubs at our level rely 
on committed and 
enthusiastic volunteers, and 
groundsmen certainly come 
into that category. It’s nice to 
see them both recognised 
and rewarded. 

“The league sends Niall it’s 
congratulations and we would 
also like to offer 
congratulations to Trevor 
Diaper of Sholing who took 
third place in the Southern 
League section.” 

New roles 

ANDOVER New Street are 
looking for a coach and 
physio to work with their 
Sydenhams Division One 
team. 

Anyone interested in either 
position should email the 
club at andovernewstreetfc@ 
hotmail.co.uk or give them a 
call on 01264 358358. 

Alternatively ring first-team 
boss Paul Reidy for a chat on 
07925 038920. 

Vacancies 

FLEET Spurs have three 
vacancies to fill. 

The Sydenhams One outfit 
need a commercial manager, 
a first-team fixtures secretary 
and a physio. 

Chairman Bryan Sheppard 
has further details. Contact 
him on 07808 001014 or at 
byrancsheppard@gmail.com 

• Got a non league story 
for us? Want to see your club 
featured in our great non 
league coverage? Email 
wendy.gee@dailyecho.co.uk 
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James Vince cuts loose on the way to making 69, which made him the top scorer in any English T20 season, with 710. (Picture by Chris Moorhouse) 

Hants crash out 



Owais Shah is bowled by Stephen Parry for 12 (Picture by Chris Moorhouse) 


JAMES Vince reflected 
on Hampshire’s fourth 
successive Edgbaston semi¬ 
final defeat and admitted: 
“We lost it with the bat.” 

Hampshire crashed to a four-wicket 
defeat against Lancashire in the sec¬ 
ond T20 Blast semi-final, four days 
after exiting the Royal London One- 
Day Cup at the quarter-final stage, 
writes Simon Walter. 

They were bowled out for 115 after 
winning the toss, with only Vince 
(69) showing any form with the bat, 
before James Faulkner struck Chris 
Wood for successive sixes in the pe¬ 
nultimate over to book Lancashire a 
place in the final against Northants. 

Vince said: “It was a disappoint¬ 
ing performance with the bat. After 
winning the toss I thought 170 or 180 
would be a good score, but no-one 
stuck around to build a partnership. 

“When we were out there we 
thought 150 would be a tough score to 
chase down on that. It was always go¬ 
ing to get harder to bat on as the game 
went on but some of the shots played 
were disappointing, especially after 
losing early wickets. We needed an¬ 
other 20 or 30 runs.” 

Fidel Edwards made an early break¬ 
through, with Ashwell Prince play¬ 
ing on. 

And the spin trio of Danny Briggs 
(4-0-19-2), Liam Dawson (4-1-19-0) and 
Will Smith (3-0-15-1) dragged Hamp¬ 
shire back into the game, with Sean 
Ervine taking a sensational catch on 
the cover boundary to give Briggs the 
scalp of England’s Jos Buttler (10). 

“We always had hope and Prince 


was a big wicket, but we didn’t man¬ 
age to get regular wickets,” contin¬ 
ued Vince. 

“We should have set sights higher 
but never adjusted.” 

It seemed likely it would not be 
Hampshire’s day when Edwards had 
Alex Davies caught at mid-on early 
on - only for a no-ball to be given. 


“There are plenty of little points we 
could have looked at in the field but 
we lost it with the bat,” said Vince, 
whose side lost at the same stage of 
last season’s competition to Lanca¬ 
shire and have now lost four succes¬ 
sive semi-finals and five of their last 
six. 

Four of those have been at Edgbas¬ 


ton, with this defeat following the 
disappointments of 2011, 2013 and 
2014. 

“It’s a pretty similar feeling right 
now,” admitted Vince. “Playing Lan¬ 
cashire again was a good chance to 
get revenge and we didn’t take it.” 

It was no consolation to Vince that 
his 60-ball 69 (nine fours) took his ag¬ 
gregate in this season’s T20 Blast to 
a record 710, making him the highest 
run scorer in an English T20 season. 

“I didn’t even know that was the 
case,” added Vince, who now has to 
motivate his side for the LV County 
Championship run-in. 

“That’s all we’ve got left to play 
for now,” he said. Hampshire’s next 
Championship match begins at Dur¬ 
ham on Tuesday but Vince hopes to 
have made his Twenty20 interna¬ 
tional debut before then. 

He is in the squad for the one-off 
match against Australia at Cardiff 
on Bank Holiday Monday. 

“I’ll head down there tonight, train 
in the morning and hopefully get an 
indication of whether I’ll play in 
that tomorrow,” he said. 

Lancashire learnt from the first 
game with slow left armer Stephen 
Parry (4-0-21-3) and off-spinner Ar- 
ron Lilley shining with the ball be¬ 
fore James Faulkner followed his 
3-29 with successive maximums, af¬ 
ter Karl B rown’s unbeaten 45. 

“We assessed conditions really 
well,” said Lancashire captain Ste¬ 
ven Croft. “It’s a little bit slower than 
it looks, there’s more in it for the 
slower bowlers but we’d have prob¬ 
ably liked to have done it two, three 
overs before.” 


Hants are 
linked with 
Essex ace 

HAMPSHIRE are understood 
to be closing in on a move 
for Essex star Reece Topley. 

Topley, a 6ft 7in left-arm 
fast bowler who together with 
James Vince could make his 
England T20 debut against 
Australia on Monday, is seen 
as a potential leader of 
Hampshire’s attack. 

Still only 21, he has already 
taken 125 first-class wickets 
at 25.8 and has twice 
impressed against Hampshire 
with the white ball this 
season. 

His 50 one-day wickets at 
23.7 include a career-best 
4-26 in Essex’s Royal London 
One-Day Cup win against 
Hampshire at The Ageas Bowl 
earlier this month. 

Topley also has 63 T20 
wickets at 20.26 - including 
3-25 against Hampshire at 
Chelmsford in June, when he 
dismissed James Vince and 
Michael Carberry in his first 
two overs as Essex won by 78 
runs. 

With James Tomlinson in 
the autumn of his career and 
Hampshire struggling to 
produce new-ball bowlers, 
Topley would be a top signing 
- and the county’s tallest 
player since Chris Tremlett. 



Reece Topley 


Glamorgan 
take action 

GLAMORGAN have parted 
company with groundsman 
Keith Exton following the 
abandonment of their Royal 
London One-Day Cup match 
against Hampshire. 

The Welsh county had 
already suspended head 
groundsman Exton ahead of 
Monday’s double-header 
between England and 
Australia at Cardiff’s Swalec 
Stadium. 

Exton was put on 
‘gardening leave’ after 
Glamorgan’s game against 
Hampshire was abandoned 
due to a dangerous wicket 
when Jimmy Adams was 
struck on the helmet from a 
good-length ball by 
Glamorgan seamer Michael 
Hogan. 

After an initial enquiry, 
Hampshire took both points 
from the ‘no-result’, while 
Glamorgan were docked two 
points and fined £9,000. 
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Hampshire celebrate Liam Dawson’s dismissal of Warwickshire’s Jonathan Trott earlier this month (Picture by Neil Marshall) 



Hampshire celebrate a wicket against Warwickshire (Pic by Neil Marshall) 


STAYING in the LV County 
Championship’s first di¬ 
vision is as important to 
Hampshire as winning a tro- 
phy. 

That is the view of Hampshire 
limited-overs specialist Chris 
Wood. 

The all-rounder has been restrict¬ 
ed to five four-day appearances in 
the last two seasons since under¬ 
going knee surgery, writes Simon 
Walter. 

But that does not stop the left- 
armer, who was Hampshire’s lead¬ 
ing T20 wicket-taker with 18 going 
into Finals Day, knowing the impor¬ 
tance of staying in the top flight of 
the longest form of the game. 

“Survival in the championship 
would be up there with winning 
the T20,” he said. “If we go down it 
would put a massive dampener on 
the year. 

“Hampshire’s a big club and 
should be competing in division 
one. To be at the foot of the table is 
just not good enough. 

“But if we stay up it would be as 
good as winning a trophy” 

Hampshire head straight from 
Edgbaston to Durham for the start 
of their four-match LV County 


Championship run-in on Tuesday 
They are well placed to beat the 
drop following the 216-run win 
against Warwickshire in their last 
match three weeks ago. 

“That win was massive for the 
club,” said Wood. “It’s going to be 
an exciting month and a half. 

“Two weeks ago we were right 


down the bottom in the Champion¬ 
ship and thinking about relegation. 

“But a couple of wins and it could 
be a great year.” 

Three of Hampshire’s last four 
games are away from home with 
Somerset (a), Yorkshire (h) and 
Nottinghamshire (a) following the 
trip to the north-east. 


Hampshire are 11 points off 
Worcestershire and 15 behind Sus¬ 
sex - but with a game in hand on 
both their nearest rivals. 

A win at Taunton from Septem¬ 
ber 9-12 would also drag fourth- 
from-bottom Somerset into the 
relegation scrap, as the Cidermen 
have a difficult game of their own 
against champions-elect Yorkshire 
at Headingley from Tuesday 

Next week will have a huge bear¬ 
ing on deciding which two coun¬ 
ties go down as Worcestershire 
and Sussex contest what could be 
looked back on as a relegation de¬ 
cider at New Road, Worcester. 

Hampshire are likely to make two 
changes to the team that beat War¬ 
wickshire for the game at Durham, 
which will be coach Dale Benken- 
stein and batsman Will Smith’s 
first return to the Riverside since 
joining Hampshire 18 months ago . 

The fit-again Sean Ervine is ex¬ 
pected to return and all-rounder 
Ryan McLaren will make his debut 
after signing for the run-in as Jack- 
son Bird’s replacement. 

Ryan Stevenson, another all- 
rounder will also travel with the 
squad, having signed a contract 
until the end of the season follow¬ 
ing an impressive two-week trial. 


Vince hoping 
to make his 
T20I debut 

JAMES Vince is hoping to make his 
England Twenty20 debut against 
Australia in Cardiff on Bank Holiday 
Monday. 

The Hampshire captain was left out 
of the team following his call-up for 
the game against New Zealand two 
months ago. 

But his outstanding recent domestic 
form could see him make his T20I 
debut at the Swalec Stadium. 

Vince and Reece Topley, a possible 
Hampshire teammate in the near 
future, are the only players in the T20 
squad not included in the party for the 
five-match ODI series that begins at 
The Ageas Bowl on Thursday. 

Joe Root has been rested and Essex 
left-armer Topley is the only uncapped 
player called up for either squad. 

Root, an ever-present in England 
squads in all formats of recent times 
and man of the Ashes series in this 
summer’s Ashes, is rested both from 
the 13-man T20 squad and the 14-man 
ODI party. 

Eoin Morgan will captain both, 
having led England to their thrilling 
ODI series against New Zealand. 

Morgan has been rested for several 
matches by Middlesex after losing his 
form with the bat, but will be back in 
international colours as expected. 

Moeen AM is back in both squads 



James Vince in T20 action 


too, having been injured at the start of 
the summer, as is his fellow all- 
rounder Chris Woakes, who was 
similarly absent until recently with 
knee and hamstring trouble. 

But there is no place for Jonny 
Bairstow - man-of-the-match for the 
series-clinching 83 not out against the 
Kiwis at Chester-le-Street in June, 
when Jos Buttler was injured. 

Pace-bowling all-rounder Chris 
Jordan, back from injury for Sussex, is 
another who has not got the nod from 
England this time. 

National selector James Whitaker 
said: “We have made some significant 
progress in our limited-overs cricket 
this summer, and the next six games 
allow these players to continue testing 
themselves against one of the very 
best sides in the world.” 

England T20 squad (v Australia): 
Morgan (capt), Moeen AM, Billings, 
Buttler, Finn, Hales, Rashid, Roy, 
Stokes, Topley, Vince, Willey, Woakes. 

England ODI squad (v Australia): 
Morgan, Moeen AM, Billings, Buttler, 
Finn, Hales, Plunkett, Rashid, Roy, 
Stokes, Taylor, Willey, Woakes, Wood. 
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HAMPSHIRE’S T20 FINALS DAY HISTORY 
2010 - Rose Bowl 


HAMPSHIRE CRICKET T20 FINALS DAY NOSTALG 


Essex innings 

ML Pettini b Briggs .55 

AN Cook c Briggs b Christian .38 

RS Bopara c Bates b Briggs.2 

RN ten Doeschate c Vince b Briggs .1 

DJ Bravo run out (Wood) .5 

MJ Walker c Christian b Wood .18 

*+JS Foster c Cork b Christian.15 

GW Flower not out .8 

DD Masters not out.0 

Extras (1 b, 2 lb, 11 w).14 

Total (7 wickets).156 


Fall of wickets: 1 -79 (Cook, 8.5 ov), 2-84 (Bopara, 
9.6 ov), 3-97 (ten Doeschate, 11.3 ov), 4-106 (Pettini, 
13.2 ov), 5-111 (Bravo, 14.1 ov), 6-135 (Foster, 17.1 
ov), 7-154 (Walker, 19.5 ov) 

Hampshire bowling: Cork 4-0-22-0, Wood 4-0-40- 
1, Abdul Razzaq 4-0-23-0, Christian 4-0-39-2 
Briggs 4-0-29-3 

Hampshire innings 

JHK Adams c Pettini b Bopara .34 

Abdul Razzaq c Bopara b Wright.44 

JM Vince st Foster b Danish Kaneria.15 

SM Ervine b Bravo.21 

ND McKenzie not out .19 

MA Carberry not out.17 

Extras (2 b, 1 lb, 4 w).7 

Total (4 wickets, 19.2 overs).157 

Fall of wickets: 1 -67 (Abdul Razzaq, 8.4 ov), 2-99 
(Vince, 12.5 ov), 3-101 (Adams, 13.2 ov), 4-127 
(Ervine, 16.5 ov) 

Essex bowling: Masters 4-0-21 -0, Bravo 4-0-46-1, 
Wright 3.2-0-30-1, Danish Kaneria 4-0-30-1, Bopara 
4-0-27-1 

Hampshire won by 6 wickets 
Man of the match: Danny Briggs 


Somerset innings 

*ME Trescothick c Christian b Abdul Razzaq . 

+C Kieswetter c Carberry b Christian .71 

PD Trego c Ervine b Briggs .33 

JC Hildreth c Christian b Abdul Razzaq .12 

JC Buttler c Vince b Cork.5 

KA Pollard retired hurt .. 

Z de Bruyn not out. 

AV Suppiah c Bates b Cork . 

BJ Phillips not out .0 

Extras (1 lb,2nb,8w).11 

Total (6 wickets).173 

Fall of wickets: 1-41 (Trescothick, 4.3 ov), 2-97 
(Trego, 11.4 ov), 3-145 (Hildreth, 16.6 ov), 4-149 
(Kieswetter, 17.4 ov), 5-173 (Buttler, 19.3 ov), 6-173 
(Suppiah, 19.5 ov) 

Hampshire bowling: Cork 4-0-24-2, Wood 4-0-51- 
0, Abdul Razzaq 4-0-37-2, Christian 4-0-30-1, Briggs 
4-0-30-1 


Hampshire innings 

JHK Adams b Suppiah.34 

Abdul Razzaq c Kieswetter b Trego .33 

JM Vince run out (Hildreth->Kieswetter) .0 

ND McKenzie c Trescothick b Phillips.52 

SM Ervine not out .44 

MA Carberry c Kieswetter b Phillips .0 

DT Christian not out .3 

Extras (2 b, 4 lb, 1 w).7 

Total (5 wickets).173 


Fall of wickets: 1-60 (Abdul Razzaq, 5.4 ov), 2-62 
(Vince, 6.1 ov), 3-84 (Adams, 9.1 ov), 4-163 
(McKenzie, 18.1 ov), 5-164 (Carberry, 18.4 ov) 
Somerset bowling: Thomas 4-0-23-0, Phillips 4-0- 
44-2, de Bruyn 3-0-29-0, Trego 4-0-38-1, Kartik 4-0- 
27-0, Suppiah 1 -0-6-1 

Hampshire won by losing fewer wickets 

Man of the match: Neil McKenzie 

2011 - Edgbaston 

SEMI-FINAL 


Hampshire innings 

JHK Adams c Buttler b Dockrell .10 

Shahid Afridi b Thomas.80 

JM Vince c Pollard b Kartik .22 

ND McKenzie Ibw b Meschede .4 

SM Ervine not out .14 

LA Dawson not out .4 

Extras (2 nb, 2 w).4 

Total (4 wickets, 15.5 overs).138 


Fall of wickets: 1-18 (Adams, 2.5 ov), 2-82 (Vince, 
8.5 ov), 3-100 (McKenzie, 11.1 ov), 4-128 (Shahid 
Afridi, 14 ov) 

Somerset bowling: Kartik 3-0-32-1, Thomas 3.5-0- 
19-1, Dockrell 2-0-19-1, Pollard 3-0-32-0, Meschede 
2-0-14-1, Suppiah 2-0-22-0 


Somerset innings 

*ME Trescothick c McKenzie b Imran Tahir .28 

+C Kieswetter c Vince b Briggs.14 

KA Pollard c Vince b Imran Tahir.8 

JC Buttler c Vince b Cork.32 

JC Hildreth c Adams b Shahid Afridi.9 

PD Trego not out.1 

AV Suppiah run out.1 

Extras (1 w).1 

Total (6 wickets, 10 overs) .94 


Fall of wickets: 1-40 (Kieswetter, 3.1 ov), 2-50 
(Pollard, 5.1 ov), 3-50 (Trescothick, 5.2 ov), 4-90 
(Hildreth, 8.5 ov), 5-93 (Buttler, 9.3 ov), 6-94 
(Suppiah, 10 ov) 

Hampshire bowling: Mascarenhas 2-0-22-0, Cork 
2-0-22-1, Briggs 2-0-14-1, Shahid Afridi 2-0-16-1, 
Imran Tahir 2-0-20-2 


Somerset super over innings 

+C Kieswetter not out.11 

JC Buttler not out .5 

Extras .0 

Total (no wicket, innings closed, 1 overs).16 


Hampshire bowling: Shahid Afridi 1 -0-16-0 

Continued on facing page 



Six of the besUor 


CHAMPI¬ 

ONS: 

Hampshire 
win the 
2010 t20 
title on 
home soil. 




FRIENDS PROVIDEIM 
WINNERS 20 10 



WE’VE DONE IT: Dominic Cork cele¬ 
brates Hampshire’s 2010 success. 


HAMPSHIRE were this weekend mak¬ 
ing a record sixth successive visit to 
the t20 finals day. 

Prior to their trip to Edgbaston, they had 
won the tournament in both 2010 and 2012 
and were losing semi finalists in 2011, 2013 
and 2014. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back at the 
county’s previous finals day appearances. 

2010 

HAMPSHIRE clinched their first t20 title 
after beating Somerset in the final at The 
Rose Bowl by virtue of losing fewer wick¬ 
ets after the scores finished tied. 

Craig Kieswetter top scored with 71 as 
Somerset posted 173-6. 


After Jimmy Adams and Abdul Razzaq 
got Hampshire's reply off to a flier, Neil 
McKenzie (52) and Sean Ervine (44 not out) 
took them to the brink of victory. 

But in a tense final over they needed a 
scrambled leg bye off the last ball to level 
the scores at 173-5 to win it. 

In finally getting over the finish line, 
Hampshire became the first side to win 
the domestic Twenty20 title on home soil. 

Hampshire certainly did it the hard way 
after starting the penultimate over need¬ 
ing 11 to win, with South African 
McKenzie and Zimbabwean Ervine well 
set at 163-3. 

Even when McKenzie spooned the first 
ball of the over, bowled by Ben Phillips, to 
Somerset captain Marcus Trescothick at 
cover, there was little sign of the drama to 


come. 

But, two balls later 
at deep square leg 
Nick Compton, on 
rounder Kieron Polk 
hospital after being 
Dominic Cork bounc 
Somerset's innings. 

Hampshire failed tc 
off the following ba 
could only top edge a 
by Kieswetter. 

That brought Dan » 
die and he and Ervi 
closer to their targe 
they needed four of 
bowled by Zander d 
right win. 

Christian clubbed 1 


GOT A SPORTS STORY FOR US? EM 
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JOY: Hampshire chairman Rod 
Bransgrove and team manager Giles 
White celebrate in 2010. 


WE’VE DONE IT: Hampshire players 
celebrate after the dramatic win 
against Somerset. 


PAINING THE TOWN WHITE: New 

markings are needed in 2010. 


, Ervine was dropped 
by substitute fielder 
for West Indian all- 
ird who was taken to 
hit on the head by a 
er in the final over of 

) heed that let off and 
ill Michael Carberry 
hook and was caught 

Christian to the mid- 
ne edged Hampshire 
t, to the point where 
f the last two balls, 
e Bruyn, for an out- 

:he first to deep mid¬ 


wicket but pulled a hamstring coming 
back for a second. 

Adams was sent out as runner and there 
was then a delay as the groundstaff had to 
come out to paint extra creases on the 
square. 

By that stage, Hampshire were aware 
that one off the last ball would win them 
the final because they had lost fewer wick¬ 
ets. 

De Bruyn appealed loudly for leg before 
after rapping Christian on the pads but it 
was turned down, and as the ball squirted 
away Ervine and runner Adams scram¬ 
bled the single. 

Hampshire had begun the day as the 
least fancied of the four semi-finalists 
despite having home advantage because of 
their inferior record in qualification. 


They won eight and lost eight of their 16 
games in the South Group, including los¬ 
ing twice to both Essex and Somerset. 

Jubilant Hampshire skipper Cork said: 
“I've never seen a last over like that. It had 
everything - changes of ball, runners, 
wickets, the lot. 

“It was a chaotic last two overs but I'm 
proud of all the guys for taking us over 
that winning line. 

“The young guys who've come in have 
transformed this side.” 

2011 

Somerset claimed revenge over 
Hampshire by defeating them in a one- 
over semi-final eliminator. 

Shahid Afridi hit a Twenty20 career-best 


80 as reigning champions Hampshire 
made 138-4 from an innings reduced to 15.5 
overs after three rain delays. 

With a revised target of 95 from 10 overs 
via the Duckworth/Lewis method, 
Somerset fell one run short of victory. 

But their total of 16-0 from the additional 
six balls proved enough as Hampshire 
could only post 5-1. 

The victory will be seen as retribution by 
a Somerset side who lost last year's final to 
Hampshire at the Rose Bowl by virtue of 
losing more wickets than their opponents 
after the scores finished tied. 

The match was reduced to 16 overs per 
side following two bouts of rain in 
Hampshire's opening four overs. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 
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from facing page 


Hampshire super over innings 

Shahid Afridi c Suppiah b Thomas .4 

JHK Adams not out.1 

JM Vince not out.0 

Extras .0 

Total (1 wicket, innings closed, 1 overs) .5 

Fall of wickets: 1 -4 (0.4 ov) 

Somerset bowling: Thomas 1 -0-5-1 


Match tied (Duckworth/Lewis method) (Somerset 
won in the super over) 

Man of the match: Jos Buttler 

2012 - Cardiff 


Somerset innings 

+C Kieswetter not out.63 

RE Levi c Katich b Mascarenhas.1 

*ME Trescothick b Mascarenhas.12 

JC Hildreth b Briggs .1 

JC Buttler b Ervine.16 

PD Trego Ibw b Ervine .1 

L Gregory run out (Adams).9 

AV Suppiah not out.12 

Extras (1 b, 7 lb, 2 w).10 

Total (6 wickets).125 


Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Levi, 1.1 ov), 2-22 (Trescothick, 
3.3 ov), 3-30 (Hildreth, 6.2 ov), 4-54 (Buttler, 10.3 ov), 
5-58 (Trego, 12.3 ov), 6-90 (Gregory, 16.4 ov) 
Hampshire bowling: Dawson 4-0-30-0, 
Mascarenhas 4-0-11-2, Briggs 4-0-29-1, Wood 4-0- 
25-0, Ervine 4-0-22-2 


Hampshire innings 

MA Carberry run out (Kieswetter).33 

JHK Adams c Buttler b Kirby.8 

JM Vince b Waller .7 

ND McKenzie Ibw b Gregory .10 

SM Katich not out.32 

SM Ervine not out .34 

Extras (2 w).2 

Total (4 wickets, 19 overs).126 


Fall of wickets: 1 -33 (Adams, 4.6 ov), 2-44 (Vince, 
7.3 ov), 3-52 (Carberry, 8.3 ov), 4-72 (McKenzie, 12.2 
ov) 

Somerset bowling: Thomas 4-0-40-0, Trego 4-0-22- 
0, Kirby 3-0-16-1, Waller 4-0-27-1, Gregory 2-0-9-1, 
Suppiah2-0-12-0 

Hampshire won by 6 wickets 

Man of the match: Sean Ervine 


Hampshire innings 

MA Carberry b Sidebottom.8 

JHK Adams c Ballance b Pyrah.43 

JM Vince b Ashraf.36 

ND McKenzie Ibw b Azeem Rafiq .4 

SM Ervine c Root b Sidebottom .21 

SM Katich run out (Azeem Rafiq).25 

LA Dawson not out .8 

Extras (1 lb, 4 w) .5 

Total (6 wickets).150 


Fall of wickets: 1 -23 (Carberry, 3.3 ov), 2-70 
(Adams, 10.4 ov), 3-76 (McKenzie, 11.4 ov), 4-113 
(Vince, 15.4 ov), 5-131 (Ervine, 18.2 ov), 6-150 
(Katich, 20 ov) 

Yorkshire bowling: Root 1 -0-9-0, Sidebottom 4-0- 
20-2, Bresnan 3-0-18-0, Pyrah 4-0-37-1, Ashraf 4-0- 
43-1, Azeem Rafiq 4-0-22-1 


Yorkshire innings 

*AW Gale b Mascarenhas.15 

PA Jaques b Dawson .11 

JE Root b Mascarenhas .7 

+JM Bairstow c Bates b Briggs.3 

DA Miller not out .72 

GS Ballance c Briggs b Ervine.7 

TT Bresnan c Ervine b Wood.18 

RM Pyrah b Wood.1 

Azeem Rafiq c Ervine b Wood .0 

Extras (1 b, 3 lb, 2 w).6 

Total (8 wickets).140 


Fall of wickets: 1-24 (Gale, 3.1 ov), 2-34 (Root, 5.3 
ov), 3-38 (Jaques, 6.3 ov), 4-47 (Bairstow, 8.6 ov), 5- 
87 (Ballance, 14.3 ov), 6-137 (Bresnan, 19.1 ov), 7- 
140 (Pyrah, 19.5 ov), 8-140 (Azeem Rafiq, 20 ov) 
Hampshire bowling: Dawson 4-0-21-1, 
Mascarenhas 4-0-20-2, Wood 4-0-26-3, Briggs 4-0- 
27-1, Ervine 4-0-42-1 

Hampshire won by 10 runs 

Man of the match: David Miller 

2013 - Edgbaston 

SEMI-FINAL 


Hampshire innings 

MA Carberry c Roy b Lewis.6 

JM Vince b Dernbach .13 

JHK Adams b de Bruyn .19 

ND McKenzie Ibw b Dernbach.5 

SM Ervine c Ansari b Azhar Mahmood.47 

LA Dawson c Solanki b Ansari.8 

+AJA Wheater Ibw b Maxwell.2 

*AD Mascarenhas c Maxwell b Azhar Mahmood .15 

CP Wood run out (Davies) .12 

Sohail Tanvir not out .7 

DR Briggs not out .5 

Extras (1 lb, 2 w) .3 

Total (9 wickets,) .142 


Fall of wickets: 1 -8 (Carberry, 2.2 ov), 2-32 (Vince, 
4.1 ov), 3-38 (McKenzie, 4.6 ov), 4-58 (Adams, 9.1 
ov), 5-85 (Dawson, 12.5 ov), 6-96 (Wheater, 13.5 ov), 
7-115 (Ervine, 16.3 ov), 8-130 (Wood, 18.1 ov), 9-130 
(Mascarenhas, 18.2 ov) 

Surrey bowling: Azhar Mahmood 4-1-9-2, Tremlett 
2-0-26-0, Lewis 2-0-12-1, Dernbach 4-0-32-2, de 
Bruyn 3-0-23-1, Ansari 3-0-26-1, Maxwell 2-0-13-1 

continued on page 22 
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Hampshire’s mixed bag 



SPOILS OF SUCCESS: Skipper Dimi Mascarenhas, left and above, and Australian batsman Simon Katich, pictured with his 
young son, celebrate Hampshire’s 2012 t20 victory in Cardiff. 


from page 21 


Surrey innings 

JJ Roy c Dawson b Mascarenhas.5 

+SM Davies c Mascarenhas b Wood .9 

GJ Maxwell c Ervine b Dawson.26 

*VS Solanki Ibw b Briggs .19 

Z de Bruyn not out .41 

GC Wilson c McKenzie b Wood .15 

Azhar Mahmood run out (Dawson) .0 

ZS Ansari not out.21 

Extras (9 w).9 

Total (6 wickets, 19.2 overs) .145 


Fall of wickets: 1-9 (Roy, 1.3 ov), 2-17 (Davies, 2.3 
ov), 3-53 (Solanki, 6.6 ov), 4-71 (Maxwell, 9.5 ov), 5- 
111 (Wilson, 16.1 ov), 6-112 (Azhar Mahmood, 16.2 
ov) 

Hampshire bowling: Sohail Tanvir 3.2-0-24-0, 
Mascarenhas 4-0-24-1, Wood 4-0-40-2 
Briggs 4-0-28-1, Dawson 4-0-29-1 

Surrey won by 4 wickets 

Man of the match: Azhar Mahmood 

2014 - Edgbaston 

SEMI-FINAL 

Lancashire innings 

TC Smith Ibw b Smith.0 

AG Prince not out .72 

Usman Khawaja c Ervine b Wood.1 

KR Brown b Smith.41 

+JC Buttler Ibw b Smith .1 

*PJ Horton run out (Vince) .19 

SJ Croft not out.22 

Extras .4 

Total (5 wickets).160 

Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Smith, 0.1 ov), 2-3 (Usman 
Khawaja, 1.2 ov), 3-72 (Brown, 10.1 ov), 4-74 
(Buttler, 10.4 ov), 5-121 (Horton, 15.4 ov) 

Bowling: Smith 4-0-15-3, Wood 3-0-25-1, Coles 4- 
0-50-0, Briggs 4-0-33-0, Dawson 4-0-37-0 


Hampshire innings 

*JM Vince c Brown b Anderson.1 

MA Carberry c Smith b Croft.10 

JHK Adams c Smith b Anderson.53 

OA Shah b Parry .7 

WR Smith st Buttler b Croft .1 

SM Ervine c Usman Khawaja b Smith.9 

MT Coles c and b Parry .0 

+AJA Wheater c Horton b Ali.4 

LA Dawson c Buttler b Smith.7 

CP Wood c Horton b Clark.5 

DR Briggs not out .0 

Extras (1 b, 3 w).4 

Total (all out).101 


Fall of wickets: 1-11 (Vince, 1.4 ov), 2-11 (Carberry, 
2.2 ov), 3-34 (Shah, 5.3 ov), 4-38 (Smith, 6.2 ov), 5- 
58 (Ervine, 8.5 ov), 6-63 (Coles, 9.3 ov), 7-77 
(Wheater, 11.2 ov), 8-90 (Dawson, 12.3 ov), 9-100 
(Adams, 13.5 ov), 10-101 (Wood, 14.1 ov) 
Lancashire bowling: Croft 3-0-11-2, Anderson 3-0- 
24-2, Ali 2-0-15-1, Parry 3-0-22-2, Smith 3-0-28-2, 
Clark 0.1-0-0-1 


Lancashire won by 41 runs (Duckworth/Lewis 
method) 

Man of the match: Ashwell Prince 



ALEX KEATH 


• The Adelaide Crows 
Australian Football League is in 
the hunt to sign Alex Keath as 
the former Bournemouth crick¬ 
eter weighs up his sporting 
future. 

The Crows are believed to be 
leading the charge for the 23- 
year-old, with Geelong and St 
Kilda also among the interested 
clubs. 

Keath is seriously considering 
his football options as well, with 
the likelihood of signing on with 
an AFL club but continuing to 
pursue cricket in the summer. 

Keath is a free hit for clubs, as 
he can sign as a category B 
rookie because he has not been 
registered with a football club 
for more than three years. 

He started his career as an 
all-rounder and captained 
Victoria's under-19 side and 
also played for Australia in the 
junior World Cup, but struggled 
for opportunities in Victoria’s 
first-class team. 

Keath quit the AFL as a 
teenager five years ago. 


from previous page 

Dominic Cork's side looked domi¬ 
nant, despite the loss of Jimmy 
Adams for 18, as Afridi smashed 
five sixes and six fours on his way 
to surpassing his highest score of 
54 for Pakistan against Sri Lanka 
at Lord's in 2009. 

Having put on 64 off 31 deliveries 
with Afridi, James Vince was 
caught by Keiron Pollard off 
Murali Kartik for 22 before play 
was again suspended with just one 
ball of Hampshire's 16 overs 
remaining. 

With Somerset chasing a revised 
target of 95 from 10 overs, 
Trescothick and Kieswetter posted 


a partnership of 40 off the first 
three overs. 

But Kieswetter then went for 14, 
hitting Danny Briggs' delivery 
straight to James Vince at long on, 
as Somerset lost three wickets for 
just 10 runs. 

Vince claimed a second catch 
when Imran Tahir dismissed 
Kieron Pollard for eight before 
Trescothick was sent back to the 
pavilion for 28 by the South Africa 
international's next delivery. 

But Jos Buttler raced to 32 off 15 
balls to leave his side needing two 
to win. 

Needing one off the final ball, 
Hampshire closed in their field and 
the tactic worked as Arul Suppiah 


was run out, meaning the ssemi- 
final would be determined by a 
one-over eliminator. 

Kieswetter and Buttler eturned to 
the field as Somerset posted 16 
from their additional six balls. 

Alfonso Thomas then frustrated 
the Hampshire batsmen, with 
Afridi being caught by Suppiah. 

2012 

Hampshire won the domestic 
Twenty20 title for the second time 
in three seasons as they beat 
Yorkshire by 10 runs in a thrilling 
final in Cardiff. 

Yorkshire, needing 14 off the final 
over, lost three wickets and fin¬ 


ished on 140-8 in reply to 
Hampshire’s 150-6. 

David Miller hit five sixes in an 
unbeaten 72 off 46 balls but 
Yorkshire, in their first FLt20 final, 
fell short. 

Hampshire captain Dimitri 
Mascarenhas won the toss and 
decided to bat. 

Ryan Sidebottom claimed the 
first wicket of the final with a 
delivery that was too quick for 
Michael Carberry and clipped the 
top of the batsman's off-stump. 

Adams hit the first six of the final 
in the 11th over before falling next 
ball, when he picked out Gary 
Ballance on the boundary. 

Neil McKenzie followed soon 
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of finals day emotions 



org anCnchei' 


TEAM GROUP WITH A DIFFERENCE: The t20 mascots line up at Edgbaston 


T20 FINALS DAY FLASHBACK: Hampshire’s fans enjoy themselves at Edgbaston in 2011, Jimmy Adams salutes his half-centu¬ 
ry against Lancashire last year, and more Hampshire followers in fancy dress in Birmingham last year. 


after for four then Vince, who 
scored 36 off 33 balls, was the next 
to go. After scoring 10 from the first 
three balls of the 16th over he was 
bowled by Moin Ashraf. 

Sidebottom (2-20) struck again in 
the 19th over when Sean Ervine 
found Joe Root at long-on. 

Yorkshire captain Andrew Gale 
opted for Ashraf to bowl the last 
over, even though England's Tim 
Bresnan had only completed three, 
and Hampshire added 14 runs off 
the last six balls. 

In reply, Mascarenhas bowled 
Gale and Root in the fourth and 
sixth overs respectively. 

The Tykes nearly lost two wickets 
in the space of four balls when Phil 


Jaques skied a full delivery from 
Mascarenhas and Vince, sprinting 
in from long-on, dived forward but 
could not reach it. 

But Hampshire were soon cele¬ 
brating again as Liam Dawson's 
delivery to Jaques kept low. 

Jonny Bairstow was caught 
behind by Michael Bates off the 
bowling of Danny Briggs,but South 
African Miller kept Yorkshire’s 
hopes alive as he smashed three 
sixes off four balls in one Ervine 
over on his way to a 35-ball half- 
century. 

Yorkshire needed 36 runs off 18 
balls and then 14 off six deliveries, 
before Bresnan was out for 18 in the 
first ball of the 20th over, bowled by 


Chris Wood. 

Rich Pyrah and Azeem Raflq were 
then dismissed in the last two balls 
as Wood ended with 3-26. 

Hampshire had defeated 

Somerset by six wickets in the semi 
final. 

Somerset were restricted to 125-6 
off their 20 overs, despite Craig 
Kieswetter’s unbeaten 63 against a 
miserly Dimi Mascarenghas (only 
11 runs conceded in four overs). 

2013 

Hampshire captain Dimi 

Mascarenhas admitted his side 
“just didn't turn up” after they 
were beaten by Surrey in the semi¬ 


final at Edgbaston. 

Hampshire, the champions in 
2010 and 2012, struggled to an under 
par total of 142 before Surrey 
reached their target with four wick¬ 
ets in hand and four balls to spare. 

But though Hampshire’s bowlers 
donated nine wides, Mascarenhas 
put the blame for defeat on the 
shoulders of his batsmen. 

“Our batters just didn't bat well 
enough,” he said. “We just didn't 
get enough runs. 

“In T20, one mistake can kill you 
and we made a lot mistakes out 
there today. 

“It's hard to defend 140 in a semi- 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 


Bird calk 
for ball 
change 

FORMER Hampshire fast bowler 
Jackson Bird has called on Cricket 
Australia to bring in the Dukes ball 
down under. 

The 28-year-old said it would mal 
sense if CA was considering the 
future of the locally-produced 
Kookaburra ball. 

“It's something Cricket Australia 
should consider,” said Bird. 

“The Ashes series is one of the 
biggest series we have and if [usinc 
the Dukes] gives us an advantage 
when we do go to England then it 
should be looked at.” 

Bird said he needed to fine-tune t 
way he bowled during his time with 
Hampshire because of the idiosyn¬ 
crasies of the ball. 

“The seam on the Dukes ball is 
actually bigger [than the 
Kookaburra's] and they do swing a 
lot more," he said. 

“I found with my bowling - becau 
I bowl quite close to the stumps - I 
swung the ball really early out of thi 
hand so blokes could basically just 
leave me all of the time. 

“I had to bowl a little bit wider of 
the crease but that was the only dif 
ference I found. 

“It would be interesting to see wh 
the Dukes ball was like on the hard< 
wickets in Australia, it would be ink 
esting to see if they hold up as well 
as they do in England or whether th 
swing around as much.” 

Bird is determined to build on his 
three Tests, which included a man- 



Jackson Bird 


the-match effort against Sri Lanka i 
the SCG in 2013. 

An important part of his 2015/16 
campaign will be playing for the 
Sydney Sixers. 

Bird, who was signed from the 
Melbourne Stars to fill the void left 
Brett Lee’s retirement, will be reunil 
ed with his old Stars coach Greg 
Shipperd. 

“It was good to see 'Shippy' get £ 
gig with the Sixers, he's been my 
coach ever since the Big Bash start 
ed, so it will be good to link up with 
him and hopefully we can have a 
good season,” Bird said. 

“He's very experienced, playing tt 
game and coaching, and he's a laic 
back character at times which is 
good for me because that suits my 
personality but his knowledge of thi 
game, and especially T20 is great.” 

Shipperd, who played first-class 
cricket for Western Australia, 
Tasmania and Victoria, was thrilled 
be reunited with Bird. 

“I'm delighted,” he said. “He was 
one of our key players at the 
Melbourne Stars and for him to be 
the replacement for Brett Lee as a 
player who is still growing in his gai 
it's very difficult to fill those boots, i 
course. 
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final. 160 was about par, but we 
lost three wickets in the first six 
overs and that cost us.” 

Surrey made hard work of 
their modest chase, though. 

Despite little pressure from 
the run-rate, several of the bats¬ 
men picked out fielders in the 
deep - ex-Hampshire star Glenn 
Maxwell, who found out long- 
off, and Jason Roy, who hit the 
ball straight to deep midwicket, 
were particularly culpable - 
while Azhar Mahmood was run¬ 
out having been sent back. 

Zander de Bruyn, with a calm 
innings of 41 off 40 balls, and 
Zafar Ansari, with an intelli¬ 
gent innings of 21 from 12 balls, 
took Surrey over the line in an 
unbroken seventh-wicket stand 
of 33 in three overs. 

With 17 required from the 
final 11 balls, Ansari drove a 
straight six and then a straight 
four off the bowling of Chris 
Wood to all but seal the contest. 

The architects of the Surrey 
victory were their bowlers, 
though. 

Mahmood bowled his four 
overs for the cost of only nine 
runs and, having opened the 
innings with a maiden, did not 
concede a run until his 12th 
delivery. 

Hampshire, who did not score 
a run until the 10th ball of their 
innings, appeared rattled by the 
sluggish start and, in attempt¬ 
ing to up the rate, lost three 
wickets in the first six overs. 

Jade Dernbach took a wicket 
with his first ball - James Vince 
missing a drive - and struck 
another big blow at the end of 
his first over when Neil 
McKenzie attempted to swing 
him into the leg side and was 
adjudged leg before. 

Only Sean Ervine, who made 
47, flourished for any length of 
time. 

2014 

Hampshire’s hopes of a third 
t20 final were dashed when they 
lost to Lancashire by 41 runs in 
a rain-affected game at 
Edgbaston. 

Tom Smith was leg before to 
Hampshire namesake Will from 
the first ball of the game, but 
Ashwell Prince hit an unbeaten 
72. 

Karl Brown weighed in with 41 


as the Red Rose county posted 
160-5 from 19 overs, despite 
Smith taking 3-15. 

Facing a revised target of 143 
from 16 overs, Hampshire were 
all out for 101 in 14.1 overs 
despite Jimmy Adams’ 53. 

It was a desperately disap¬ 
pointing effort by the 2010 and 
2012 winners, with Michael 
Carberry (10) the only other 
batsman to reach double fig¬ 
ures. 

Lancashire opted to go into the 
game without all-rounder 
Andrew Flintoff, back in the 
squad after a calf injury, but did 
include his former England 
team-mate James Anderson to 
spearhead their attack. 

The start could hardly have 
been worse, however, as Usman 
Khawaja flailed at a ball from 
Chris Wood and was caught at 
slip following Tom Smith's 
departure, and they were 8-2 
when rain arrived for the first 
time in the third over. 

Prince and Brown steadied the 
ship after the resumption, 
adding 69 before Smith bowled 
the latter off an under-edge and 
then won an lbw decision 
against the dangerous Jos 
Buttler two balls later. 

But Prince reached his fifty off 
37 balls with one of three sixes 
and Paul Horton (19) and Steven 
Croft (22 not out) helped him 
give their bowlers a decent total 
to defend before the return of 
the rain cut their innings short. 

Hampshire were soon in trou¬ 
ble in reply as skipper James 
Vince hit Anderson straight to 
cover in his first over and 
Carberry (10) chipped a catch to 
mid-on. 

Owais Shah did not last long 
and Smith, having lunged out of 
his ground, was stumped when 
a leg-side delivery from Croft 
bounced out of wicketkeeper 
Buttler's gloves and into the 
stumps. 

Adams hit a glorious six off ex- 
Hampshire seamer Kabir Ali 
and progressed to a 37-ball half- 
century, but it was a procession 
at the other end as Anderson (2- 
24), Croft (2-11), Stephen Parry 
(2-22) and Tom Smith (2-28) 
shared out the wickets. 

Jordan Clark brought the 
game to an end with his first 
delivery as Wood gave catching 
practice to Paul Horton at mid- 
off. 


FOLLOW HAMPSHIRE IN THE DAILY ECHO AND SPORTS PINK 


Players 
want t20 
revamp 


A REVAMPED domestic Twenty20 
competition similar to the Big Bash in 
Australia would be largely welcomed 
by current county professionals, 
according to the Professional 
Cricketers' Association (PCA). 

The NatWest T20 Blast is widely 
considered to lag behind the more 
lucrative and glitzy Indian Premier 
League and Big Bash franchise com¬ 
petitions. 

And a survey conducted by the rep¬ 
resentative body of past and present 
first-class cricketers in England and 
Wales seems to indicate the need for 
change. 

The PCA has had 240 responses 
from around 400 professional crick¬ 
eters polled, with 81.3 per cent at least 
agreeing that “a new super league 
competition, similar to Big Bash, creat¬ 
ing new teams, would be good for the 
game”. 

However, 63 per cent would favour 
a new “attractive super league” made 
up of two divisions with promotion and 
relegation rather than a simply reduc¬ 
ing the number of teams. 

Former Hampshire batsman Kevin 
Pietersen, a well-known critic of the 
current set-up, said on BreatheSport: 
“Only franchise cricket will challenge 
Big Bash, IPL or CPL! 8 teams!” 

The length of the T20 Blast, with this 
year's competition 
starting in May 
and ending at 
Edgbaston this 
weekend, was 
also the sub¬ 
ject of some 
scrutiny. 

PCA chief 
executive 
Angus 
Porter and 



Jason 
Ratcliffe 
concluded: 

“Whilst recog¬ 
nising the com¬ 
mercial and 
scheduling chal¬ 
lenges of 

doing so PIETERSEN 

from a crick¬ 
eting per¬ 
spective, the T20 competition should 
revert to being played in a block - and 
it will significantly improve the quality 
of the product if England and other 
international players feature more reg¬ 
ularly than currently.” 

More than 90 per cent of respon¬ 
dents agreed the LV= County 
Championship is a high quality compe¬ 
tition and the prize they value highest, 
while a similar number believe it is 
“good preparation for players who 
aspire to play for England”. 

However, with the England and 
Wales Cricket Board reviewing the 
domestic set-up, 73.8 per cent 
stressed the need for a rebalance. 

Porter and Ratcliffe added: “We 
must address the playing and travel 
challenges inherent in the current 
domestic schedule. A reduction in the 
volume of cricket is probably neces¬ 
sary to achieve this. 

“We must respect the County 
Championship as our premier domes¬ 
tic competition, and only change the 
format of the competition if the prize is 
a significantly better overall schedule.” 

Another key find was that 98.3 per 
cent believe Test cricket remains the 
pinnacle of the sport, while the Royal 
London One-Day Cup “is seen as less 
important and of lower quality than the 
other competitions”. 
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HAMPSHIRE CRICKET 2015 RESULTS/FIXWRES/AVERAGES 



TOP GUYS: Michael 
Carberry, right, is 
Hampshire’s leading 
Championship run-scor 
er while Gareth Berg, 
above, has taken most 
wickets for the county. 
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April 

12-15 Sussex (h) Championship: 

Sussex 444 (D Briggs 4-74) & 164 (J 
Tomlinson 4-37, D Briggs 3-27), 
Hampshire 231 (S Ervine 66 no, C 
Wood 48) & 285 (M Carberry 79). 

Hampshire lost by 79 runs. 

19-22 Warwickshire (a) 
Championship: Hampshire 319 (A 
Wheater 74, J Adams 53) &339 (S 
Ervine 102, M Carberry 81), 

Warwicks 280 (J Tomlinson 3-53) & 
244-5. Match drawn. 

26-29 Nottinghamshire (h) 
Championship: Nottinghamshire 371 
(G Berg 3-88, A Adams 3-93) & 296- 
4, Hampshire 276 (J Adams 61) &29- 

0. Match drawn. 

May 

10-13 Yorkshire (Headingley) 
Championship: Yorkshire 370 (J 
Tomlinson 4-86) & 304-4, Hampshire 
227 (M Carberry, 97) & 143 (W Smith 
64no). Hampshire lost by 305 runs. 

15 Essex (h) T20: Hampshire 173-4 
(J Adams 55no) Essex 156 (Yasir 
Arafat 3-27). Hampshire won by 17 
runs. 

17-20 Middlesex (h) Championship: 

Hampshire 413 (W Smith 93, M 
Carberry 67, J Adams 61, G Berg 50) 
& 185-5 (M Carberry 57), Middlesex 
382 (F Edwards 4-100). Drawn 

22 Kent (h), T20: Hampshire 172-6 ( 

J Vince 66, Kent 178-5. Hampshire 
lost by 5 wickets. 

29 Glamorgan (Swalec). T20: 

Hampshire 148-8 ( S Ervine 49), 
Glamorgan 127 (C Wood 4-16). 

Hampshire won by 21 runs. 

31-3 Worcestershire (h) 
Championship: Hampshire 222 (J 
Adams 48) & 245-6 (W Smith 64no, A 
Wheather 52, J Adams 47), 
Worcestershire 403-5. Drawn. 

June 

4 Middlesex (h) T20: Hampshire 
172-3 (O Shah 58no, M Carberry 57), 
Middlesex 153-6, Hampshire won 
by 19 runs. 

5 Somerset (Tauton) T20: 

Hampshire 167-3 (J Vince 64no), 
Somerset 173-2. Hampshire lost by 
8 wickets. 

7-10 Sussex (Hove) Championship: 

Sussex 251 (G Berg 4-67) & 266 (F 
Edwards 5-58), Hampshire 392 (A 
Wheater 111, G Berg 99) & 126-4 (S 
Terry 62no). Hampshire won by 6 
wickets. 

12 Kent (Canterbury) T20: Kent 
183-5, Hampshire 187-4 (J Vince 
99no) Hampshire won by 6 wickets. 

18 Middlesex (Lords) T20: 

Hampshire 199-5 (M Carberry 72, O 
Shah 64), Middlesex 178, Hampshire 
won by 21 runs. 

19 Sussex (h) T20: Hampshire 157-6 
(J Vince 41), Sussex 158-3. 

Hampshire lost by seven wickets. 

21 Somerset (h) Championship: 

Somerset 346 (G Berg 4-64) & 64-1, 
Hampshire 147 & 262 (G Berg 86). 

Hampshire lost by 9 wickets. 


26 Essex (Chelmsford) T20: Essex 
212-5, Hampshire 134. Hampshire 
lost by 78 runs. 

28-1 Middlesex (Lord’s) 
Championship: Hampshire 176 (J 
Gatting 64) & 227 ( S Terry 52, A 
Wheater 50) Middlesex 330 (B Wheat 
4-10) 7 77-1. Hampshire lost by 9 
wickets. 

July 

3 Glamorgan (h) T20: Glamorgan 
181-7 (Berg 3-34), Hampshire 158-6 
(M Carberry 70). Hampshire lost by 
23 runs. 

6-9 Worcestershire (New Road) 
Championship: Worcestershire 478 
(J Bird 4-164, Hampshire 183 (J 
Vince56, W Smith 51 no) & 262 (J 
Gatting 59), Hants lost by an 
innings and 33 runs. 

10 Surrey (h) T20: Hampshire 186-5 
(A Wheater 78), Surrey 157-9 (D 
Briggs 3-21). Hampshire win by 29 
runs. 

14 Gloucestershire (Cheltenham) 
T20: Hampshire 116, Gloucestershire 
11 7-5. Hampshire lost by 5 wick¬ 
ets. 

17 Sussex (Hove) T20. Hampshire 
204-3 (J Vince 90, A Wheater 51), 
Sussex 200-6 (C Wood 3-40). 

Hampshire won by four runs. 

19 Durham (h). Championship. 


Durham 421 (L Dawson 3-70, J Bird 
3-105) & 190-4 (M Crane 4-72), 
Hampshire 307 (W Smith 85, M 
Carberry 73) & 179-7 (L McManus 
53no). Match drawn. 

23 Somerset (h). T20. Hampshire 
143-7 (M Carberry 57), Somerset 
137-8 (Yasir Arafat 4-37). Hampshire 
won by six runs. 

27 Sussex (h). Royal London Cup. 

Hampshire 343-6 (J Vince 103, L 
Dawson 73), Sussex 256 (L Dawson 
6-47). Hampshire won by 87 runs. 

30 Kent (Canterbury). Royal 
London Cup. Hampshire 233 (M 
Carberry 61), Kent 236-5 (F Edwards 
3-47). Hampshire lost by five wick¬ 
ets. 

August 

1 Middlesex (h). Royal London 
Cup. Middlesex 117 (M Crane 4-30, 

F Edwards 3-32), Hampshire 121-0 
(M Carberry 66no, J Adams 53no). 

Hampshire won by 10 wickets 

2 Glamorgan (Cardiff). Royal 
London Cup. Glamorgan 182 (L 
Dawson 3-21), Hampshire 26-0. 
Match abandoned. Hampshire won 
on disqualification. 

4 Essex (h) Royal London Cup. 

Hampshire 209 (L Dawson 85, W 
Smith 63), Essex 210-4. Hampshire 
won by six wickets. 

5 Warwickshire (Edgbaston). Royal 
London Cup. Hampshire 280 (L 


Dawson 67, W Smith 65), 
Warwickshire 184-9 (L Dawson 3-34). 

Hampshire won by 23 runs (D/L 
Method). 

7 Warwickshire (h). Championship. 

Hampshire 285 (A Wheater 57, G 
Berg 3-54) & 283-3 (J Vince 125no, 

M Carberry 91), Warwickshire 125 (F 
Edwards 5-32, M Crane 5-36) & 227 
(F edwards 4-55). Hampshire won 
by 216 runs. 

14 Worcestershire (New Road). T20 
Q/F. Hampshire 196-4 (J Vince 107), 
Worcestershire 58-2. Hampshire 
won by 17 runs (D/L Method). 

17 Lancashire (h). Royal London 
Cup. Lancashire 301-4, Hampshire 
272 (A Wheater 111, J Adams 53, L 
Dawson 52). Hampshire lost by 29 
runs. 

19 Notts (Trent Bridge). Royal 
London Cup. Notts 256-3. Match 
abandoned. 

26 Gloucestershire (Bristol). Royal 
London Cup QF. Hampshire 217-7 
(J Adams 97, W Smith 50), Gloucs 

218-6. Hampshire lost by 4 wkts. 

September 

1-4 Durham (Riverside).CC 

9-12 Somerset (Taunton) .CC 

14-17 Yorkshire (Ageas Bowl) . . .CC 
22-25 Notts (Trent Bridge) .CC 


HAMPSHIRE CHAMPIONSHIP BATTING 



In 

No 

Rns 

HS 

Av 

AR Adams 

5 

1 

58 

31 

14.50 

JHK Adams 

22 

1 

469 

61 

22.33 

GK Berg 

20 

2 

564 

99 

31.33 

JM Bird 

10 

2 

54 

12 

6.75 

DR Briggs 

13 

2 

231 

48 

21.00 

MA Carberry 

23 

0 

836 

97 

36.34 

MS Crane 

3 

2 

18 

13 

18.00 

LA Dawson 

17 

1 

335 

40 

20.93 

FH Edwards 

5 

2 

23 

17* 

7.66 

SM Ervine 

14 

3 

369 

102 

33.54 

JS Gatting 

8 

2 

280 

64* 

46.66 

LD McManus 

4 

1 

120 

53* 

40.00 

WR Smith 

23 

4 

666 

93 

35.05 

SP Terry 

5 

10 

1 

232 

62* 

JA Tomlinson 

13 

3 

52 

17 

5.20 

JM Vince 

21 

1 

476 

125* 

23.80 

B Wheal 

6 

1 

17 

10 

3.40 

AJA Wheater 

18 

1 

515 

111 

30.29 

CP Wood 

2 

0 

78 

48 

39.00 


HAMPSHIRE CHAMPIONSHIP BOWLING 



Rns 

Wkts 

BB 

Av 

AR Adams 

359 

9 

3-68 

39.88 

GK Berg 

872 

30 

4-64 

29.06 

JM Bird 

755 

19 

4-146 

39.73 

DR Briggs 

711 

19 

4-74 

37.42 

MA Carberry 

22 

0 



MS Crane 

228 

10 

5-35 

22.80 

LA Dawson 

545 

15 

3-70 

36.33 

FH Edwards 

472 

22 

5-32 

21.45 

SM Ervine 

388 

7 

3-37 

55.42 

JS Gatting 

7 

0 



WR Smith 

91 

3 

1-8 

30.33 

JA Tomlinson 

754 

18 

4-37 

41.88 

JM Vince 

74 

1 

1-7 

74.00 

B Wheal 

393 

8 

4-101 

49.12 

CP Wood 

101 

2 

1-30 

50.50 


LV County Championship Division 1 



P 

W 

L 

D 

Bt 

Bw 

Ttl 

Yorkshire 

12 

8 

0 

4 

38 

33 

219 

Middlesex 

13 

6 

1 

6 

28 

36 

189 

Notts 

13 

5 

4 

4 

37 

36 

173 

Warwickshire 

13 

5 

4 

4 

26 

36 

162 

Durham 

13 

6 

6 

1 

19 

37 

157 

Somerset 

12 

3 

5 

4 

31 

32 

131 

Sussex 

13 

3 

7 

3 

25 

34 

122 

Worcestershire 13 

2 

8 

3 

34 

37 

118 

Hampshire 

12 

2 

5 

5 

20 

30 

107 


LV County Championship Division 2 



P 

W 

L 

D 

Bt 

Bw 

Ttl 

Lancashire 

13 

7 

1 

5 

51 

38 

226 

Surrey 

13 

7 

1 

5 

43 

36 

216 

Glamorgan 

13 

4 

3 

6 

35 

29 

158 

Northants 

13 

3 

3 

7 

34 

38 

153 

Gloucs 

13 

5 

5 

3 

24 

31 

150 

Essex 

12 

4 

5 

3 

24 

31 

134 

Derbyshire 

13 

3 

5 

5 

27 

35 

134 

Kent 

13 

3 

7 

3 

21 

38 

122 

Leicestershire 

13 

2 

8 

3 

27 

36 

94 


HAMPSHIRE T20 BLAST BATTING 



In 

No 

Rns 

HS 

Av 

JHK Adams 

10 

1 

152 

55* 

16.88 

GK Berg 

5 

4 

41 

21* 

41.00 

JM Bird 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1.00 

DR Briggs 

3 

2 

13 

6 

13.00 

MA Carberry 

15 

1 

443 

72* 

31.64 

MS Crane 

3 





LA Dawson 

1 





FH Edwards 

6 





SM Ervine 

9 

9 

196 

49 

28.00 

JS Gatting 

4 

1 

44 

22 

14.66 

OA Shah 

15 

1 

390 

64 

27.85 

WR Smith 

10 

4 

85 

30 

14.16 

SP Terry 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1.00 

JM Vince 

15 

4 

641 

107* 

58.27 

AJA Wheater 

12 

2 

314 

78 

31.40 

CP Wood 

6 

3 

67 

23 

22.33 

Yasir Arafat 

4 

1 

15 

9 

5.00 


HAMPSHIRE T20 BLAST BOWLING 



Rns 

Wkts 

BB 

Av 

GK Berg 

116 

6 

3-34 

19.33 

JM Bird 

167 

4 

2-41 

41.75 

DR Briggs 

395 

16 

3-21 

24.68 

MS Crane 

97 

3 

2-35 

32.33 

UK Dawson 

14 

0 



FH Edwards 

174 

4 

2-41 

43.50 

SM Ervine 

49 

2 

1-8 

24.50 

WR Smith 

366 

13 

3-24 

28.15 

JM Vince 

32 

1 

1-21 

32.00 

CP Wood 

447 

18 

4-16 

24.83 

Yasir Arafat 

472 

17 

4-37 

27.76 
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Reflections 
on Ashes 
victory... 

THE shortest of all Ashes series was 
packed away, in England's favour despite 
landslide defeat in the fifth Test, long 
before the scheduled final day dawned 
under leaden skies and heavy rain. 

If England's Oval rearguard had just had 
a little more substance, or their first- 
innings capitulation been slightly less 
'jenga', they could yet have restricted 
Australia to a solitary Lord's victory to 
show for their summer. 

That, though, just was not the way of the 
2015 Ashes. 

Traditional concepts such as ebb and 
flow, resilience, fightback were absent 
throughout as cricket's two oldest adver¬ 
saries simply landed unreturned knockout 
blows Test by Test. 

England will rightly point out that they 
did so once more than the tourists, 
regaining the urn therefore with a match 
to spare and beating Australia at home for 
the fourth successive time. 

Yet even as Alastair Cook raised the 
replica urn, and England embarked on 
their lap of honour to the adulation of a 
sell-out crowd, there was the nagging 
impression that a baffling and largely 
unsatisfactory series had concluded with 
an appropriate lack of logical resolution. 



IT’S OURS: Stuart Broad kisses 
the Ashes trophy after the 
series success. 


Yes, when the contest was live, England 
overpowered Australia at Edgbaston and 
Trent Bridge with some brilliant seam 
bowling on two responsive pitches. 

Cook's opposite number Michael Clarke, 
retiring at 34 through a combination of 
physical frailty, loss of form and his des¬ 
tiny never to win in England, said all the 
right things in his final press conference. 

He described England outplaying his 
team when it mattered, to become worthy 
winners of another epic battle. 

It was a gracious, diplomatic and 
arguably erroneous assessment not just 
of the victors but of the series itself. 

Such was the margin of England's 
defeat at The Oval, and whatever the miti¬ 
gation in Cook's regretful explanation that 
they were off the pace after using up emo¬ 
tional energy in Nottingham, it left behind 
an uncomfortable sense that on this occa¬ 
sion home superiority was a mandatory, 
random outcome rather than the rational 
consequence of having most definitely 
been the better team. 

Ball dominated bat to such an extent 
that play took place on only 18 out of 25 
available days. 

Three of those 18 were barely dipped 
into, the result long abundantly clear 
before the last scorecard details were duly 
settled. 

Batting collapses to skilful bowling, in 
tough conditions or when odds and match 


Saints Disabled Supporters Association 



ALL SMILES: Andy Mather, left, of the Southampton Disabled Supporters Association with local youth team Riverside 
Rangers and Francis Benali. The SDSA are the new shirt sponsors of Riverside. 



CAPTION: Saints legends Lawrie 
McMenemy, Francis Benali and Matt Le 
Tissier at The Dell Cafe. 



CAPTION: Saints midfielder James 
Ward-Prowse with fans Scott Spiers and 
Bruce Weston 



GOOD TO MEET YOU: Matt Le Tissier with residents of Glenside Manor. 



ALL SMILES: Francis Benali meets young fans at The Dell Cafe. 


GOT A VIEW ON SAINTS? EMAIL echosport@daiIyecho.co.iih 
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annual open day at the Dell Cafe... 




LINE UP: Francis Benali with young fan Lee Webb and Southampton Mayor Linda Norris. McMenemy and Benali, above. 



COMMENT ONLINE at dailyecho.co.uk 


from facing page 

momentum are stacked up, are Test 
match staple - one of the fascinations of 
cricket's finest format. 

But there are fast diminishing returns 
when they occur with the regularity, and 
apparent inevitability, of this summer. 

At least once in every Test, even at 
Lord's where Australia won by piling up 
a huge first-innings score and then 
grinding their hosts down, six fell for 50 
at some stage. 

England were bowled out in just 37 
overs in their second innings at HQ. 

But if anyone left assuming that to be 
a benchmark surrender, they discovered 
differently when James Anderson skit¬ 
tled Australia in two balls fewer in 
Birmingham and then Stuart Broad's 
eight for 15 had them all back in the hut 
at Trent Bridge for a combined 60 in 
18.3 overs. 

It was a spectacle, no doubt, to see 
edge after compliant edge flying into 
safe hands in the slips. 

But less gratifying was the realisation 
which swiftly followed - that the fourth 
Test, and therefore the Ashes, was as 
good as over before lunch on day one. 

Worse than that was the accompany¬ 
ing common sense that it ought not to 
have been so. 

Broad bowled wonderfully well. But 
Australia, the world's second-best team, 
were helpless - and so it was that in the 
summer of 2015 extremes became the 
norm. 

The age-old urbanity of Test cricket 
was replaced by a madcap, infectious 
premise that the only way to turn the 
tide is to counter-attack at all costs. 

It began, to universal acclaim, 
between England and New Zealand in 
May. 

But when Australia then caught the 
bug, it undermined the Ashes. 



IT’S OURS: Alastair Cook with 
the Ashes trophy. 


England prevailed, thanks to runs from 
man-of-the-series Joe Root as well as a 
series of unchecked game-changing 
spells from their seamers. 

They will therefore take heart for the 
tough winter ahead, with captain Cook 
over the ‘wobbles’ about his future and 
his team up to third in the Test rankings. 

Australia have a changing of the guard 
as Steve Smith replaces the retiring 
Clarke, with an awkward trip to 
Bangladesh first up to test the new 
leader's mettle. 

An unfathomable series has had its 
natural consequences then. 

Whether it fits a new, jolting narrative 
of how Test cricket is to be played is 
another unresolved matter. 

It is hard to imagine, at least, that 
England will try many of the same tac¬ 
tics for their next assignment in hugely 
contrasting climes against Pakistan in 
the United Arab Emirates. 

For them and their supporters - and 
the developing regime of Cook, 
Australian coach Trevor Bayliss and 
director Andrew Strauss - the ends have 
justified the means. 

The less partisan may question, 
though, why there has been something 
not quite right, disconcerting even, 
about the past two months. 

They may even have woken up on a 
dreary cricket-less morning in London 
and felt like asking ‘Can't we just start 
the Ashes again ... and do it properly 
this time?’ 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£50,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

gmM JfcJfcJfc noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

MM ig IHilreSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I I II II I m CC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

Ar I ■ IIIIII 111 - 10 for Dorset Echo 

Ul m ■ | WWW prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 
20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, 

Dorset Echos, Brighton Argus and 
Sunday Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 

Jr. 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 


Winners 


CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 

9am, 

3 September, 
2015 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday, 

5 September 

or 

6 September 

2015 


Competition number S33 


WINNER 


JACKPOT WINNER no 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Mr W Leese, Poole, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


J Beschi, Woodlands, Hants 
M Carnegie, Southampton, Hants 
L Clarke, Romsey, Hants 
S Dawkins, Southampton, Hants 
E Depoix, Southampton, Hants 
J Dibben, Romsey, Hants 
P England, Southampton, Hants 
E Hamilton, Southampton, Hants 
G Jacca, Southampton, Hants 
A Jacobs, Eastleigh, Hants 


K Knight, Southampton, Hants 
P Lyons, Southampton, Hants 
G Noble, Southampton, Hants 
E Parker, Southampton, Hants 
S Payne, Romsey, Hants 
M Savage, Romsey, Hants 
H Straaten, Southampton, Hants 
C Wade-Palmer, Southampton, Hants 
C Walsh, Southampton, Hants 
M Wilkins, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you 
pay by cheque your prize money will bepaid to you once cheque has cleared. 
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FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 


Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 
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Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 
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Hampshire Cricket Spotlight 




CHAMPIONS: Hampshire’s under-17 side with their silverware. 


Summer of 
success 

HAMPSHIRE will look back on a 
fantastically successful summer, 
lifting the prestigious ECB Under- 
17 County Championship title for 
only the second time and reaching 
the semi-final of the 50-over Cup, 
where they were beaten by 
Surrey, the eventual winners. 

They won nine of their 11 
matches, drew with Devon and 
lost only to Surrey, who thrashed 
Derbyshire by 180 runs in a total¬ 
ly one-sided final at Kibworth. 

Felix Organ scored two of the 
four Hampshire centuries -121 
against Devon and 122 in 
Somerset - and joined Jake 
Goodwin (455) and Harry Hovey 
(402) in scoring over 400 runs. 

Organ was also leading wicket 
taker, capturing 17 wickets, while 
skipper Josh McCoy took 15 and 
Alton’s Dan Scott 15. 

Goodwin, McCoy and Goodwin 
were all selected for the ECB’s 
Super 4’s tournament at 
Loughborough this weekend. 




HITTING OUT: Harry Came whacks a boundary. Right - Hampshire celebrate. 

Hi m the pages for two more pages of local league cricket... 


Results - 

Two-day County Championship 

Gloucestershire 210 (McCoy 3-62) and 
132-4 (Ellis 67, Gwynne 3-38) 

Hampshire 300 (Goodwin 138, McCoy 
47, Duggan 48). Hampshire won on 
first innings. 

Devon 451 -7 (Pyle 241, Lammonby 56) 
Hampshire 445-7 (Hovey 123*, Organ 
121, Caldera 54, Scriven 48). Match 
drawn. 

Somerset 233 (Gundry 68, Tompkins 57, 
McCoy 3-26) and 105-4 (Brain 45*) 
Hampshire 283 (Organ 122, McCoy 43, 
Duggan 38). Hampshire won by 60 
runs on first innings. 

Cricket Wales 261 (Thornton 85, Organ 
4-54) Hampshire 262-6 (Goodwin 80, 
Mead 54, Came 50). Hampshire won 
by six wickets. 

Semi-final 

Essex 261 (Buttleman 110, Gwynne 4- 
52) Hampshire 107-2 (Samuel 42, Organ 
33, Duggan 29). match abandoned : 

Hampshire won on a faster scoring 
rate. 


Final (at Arundel Castle) 

Hampshire 276-9 (Hovey 69, Came 56, 
McCoy 31) Warwickshire 254 (Banks 97, 
Bargrave 51). Hampshire won by 22 
runs. 

Royal London 50-over Cup 
West Group 

Hampshire 288-6 (Samuel 57, Hovey 40, 
Duggan 39, McCoy 31, Mead 30) 
Gloucestershire 179 (Palmer 49, Gwynne 
3-16). Hampshire won by 109 runs. 

Hampshire 217 (Goodwin 89, Scriven 
32) Devon 213 (Pyle 69, Wolf 40, McCoy 
3-49, Caldera 3-17). Hampshire won by 
four runs. 

Hampshire 288-6 (Caldera 52, Organ 50, 
Came 46*, Duggan 42) Somerset 169 
(Franklin 4-20). Hampshire won by 119 
runs. 

Hampshire 308-9 (Hovey 93*, Caldera 
53, Organ 42, Scriven 39) Cricket Wales 
284-8 (Carlson 111, Scott 3-37). 

Hampshire won by 24 runs. 

Semi-final 

Surrey 273-6 (Pope 122) Hampshire 134 
(Came 36). Surrey won by 139 runs. 
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Free insurance 
with each new 
scooter , 


GALLAGHER MOBILITY AIDS LTD 


‘Caring for you* 



I 

& 

Ww; 


Available h«re ^ l Motability 

5 

~ ■ - 


• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 



EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Call NOW L 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


of bolloy 


The Caci Jowl Lift 

Targeting loose muscles of the jawline with its 
QUAD PROBE APPLICATION Tiny electrical impulse 
emitted to lift, firm and redfine the jaw line! 15 
MINUTES to get smoother, lifted and firmer skin! 

£25 per CACI treatment. £235 for a course of 10. 


Also introducing the 

ECM (Electro Cellulite Massager) 

a new attachment for all CACI Systems 
With 24 pivoting rollers that gently knead 
and reduce Cellulite. 

£35 per ECM TREATMENT 

£325 for a course of 10 

Contact the Salon for information today 


f t: (01489) 789 589 

High Street, Botley, Hampshire, SO30 2EA 

e: info@amandaofbotley.co.uk w: www.amandaofbotley.co.uk 



OWTON’S 


Barbecue 
Busters are 
Back at 
alcroft 



arm 


Burnetts Lane Wfest End. 
Southampton. SO30 2HU 

www.owtons.com 

shop@owtons.co. uk 


ichakroftfarm 


• 2kg Spky chkken wings 

• 1.36kg chicken drumsticks b thighs 

• 15kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2.2 kg pork sausages 
FREE 24x4oz steak burgers! 


• 1kg Sirloin steaks 

• 136 chickens drumsticks b Thighs 

• 15kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 22kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x 4<v apak burgers! 


• 2.2kg pork sausages 

• 1kg sirtom steaks 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2kg chicken drumsticks b Thighs 

• 1 kg Minted lamb chops 

• 2kg spicy chicken wings 
FREE 48x4oz steaks burgers 

Amazing value at £59.99 

ORDER NOW! 

Tel: 023 8060 1154 


SALE NOW ON 

Van Dal 

Contort r f eker ^ 

[fcj 



STEPHAN SHOES 

Sandpiper fitting centre 
184 Portswood RD, Southampton S017 2NJ 

Tel: 02380 554437 


Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING * FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


Quality coach trips 

have arrived... , 


,> >O 0 'S 

9^ u y 0n 

0/ >s** c a// 

Call today on 023 8047 2377 and quote .°Ur 

DE2208 to request your free brochure. e 

[ GREAT DAYS OUT! 

22 AUG Bournemouth Air Show 

£20.00 

28 AUG Swanage for Market Day 

£20.00 

04 SEP Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew 

£20.00 

(Coach Fare Only) 


10 SEP Weymouth 

£20.00 

11 SEP Buckingham Palace 

£40.00 

15 SEP Moreton in the Marsh for Market Day 

£24.00 

22 SEP Isle of Wight Circular Tour 

£32.00 

24 SEP Clarks Village Outlet Shopping, 

£20.00 

Street or Wells 


26 SEP Malvern Autumn Show 

£36.00 


Coliseum 


023 8047 2377 

www.coliseumcoaches.co.uk 

‘All day excursions are subject to availability. 


'fbee 

safe . 





Check if you qualify instantly 
on the council website or 
at a Sure Start centre 

southampton.gov.uk/twoyearolds 


SOUTHAMPTON 

CITY COUNCIL 
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OPEN EVENTS 

Year 6 Open Event 

29th September 2015 

Sixth Form College Open Event 

6th October 2015 

In addition 
to the 

Open Events 
you are invited 
to see the 
School in action. 

Please contact 
the School 
to arrange a 
guided tour 

www.st-annes.uk.com • 023 8032 8200 
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BASINGSTOKE FINAL WIN 



JOE Oates led the way as Basing¬ 
stoke & North Hants Under-17s upset 
the odds by winning the Hampshire 
Kerry Cup after beating the holders, 
Old Tauntonians & Romsey by six 


wicket in the Ageas Bowl final. 

Elliott Mitchell-Lea (66) top scored 
in OTs’ 122-7 - a total Basingstoke 
chased down, with Oates cracking 
eight boundaries in his match win¬ 


ning 62. Ash Neal earlier took 3-20 for 
Basingstoke, who were without half 
their normal strength side. 

Triumphant Basingstoke 

Back (from left): Richard Barrett, Jake 


Fincken, Ashley Neal, Lucas Freer, 
Dilan Saujani, Joe Oates. Front: 
Jordan Coombs, Connor Stephens, 
Harry Smith, George Metzger, Alex 
Stringer. 


Ballinger just one game from 
winning the bowling award 


ALTON’S Julian Ballinger is homing 
in on the Southern Electric Premier 
Division bowling award. 

He had bagged 43 wickets prior to 
the Brewers’ final match of the season 
against champions South Wilts and 
will win the award - provided fellow 
spinner Sam Thomson doesn’t pro¬ 
duce a career-best return in Bashley 
Rydal’s second placed decider with 
Havant, writes Mike Vimpany. 

Ballinger shared the Premier Divi¬ 
sion award with Havant’s Richard 
Hindley and Alex Senneck (South 
Wilts) in 2006, but was outright Divi¬ 
sion 1 winner the previous season. 

Most of the annual awards are cut 
and dried - but the batting and bowl¬ 
ing silverware in Premier Division 2 
were all up for grabs. 

Portsmouth’s opener Jack Marston 
(563) and Fawley captain Tom Gates 
(550) were going head-to-head for the 
batting prize. 

But it’s even closer in the bowling de¬ 
partment with Portsmouth’s Vickram 
Dawson and OTs Jody Brown locked 
on 36 wickets and Fawley’s Wayne 
Royan with 35. 

Overseas cricketers are not eligible 
to receive Premier League awards. 


Top performers - 
Premier Division 

Batting: Tom Morton (South Wilts) 873, Ben 
Duggan (Academy) 761, James Hayward (South 
Wilts) 618. 

Bowling: Julian Ballinger (Alton) 43, Sam 
Thomson (Bashley Rydal) 38, Matt Metcalfe 
(Lymington) 34, Dan Goldstraw (Sarisbury 
Athletic) 33, James Hibberd (South Wilts) 31. 
Wicketkeeping: Tom Morton (South Wilts) 38, 
James Cheek (Ventnor) 24. 

Division 1 

Batting: Dave Taylor (Andover) 756, Suman 
Ganguly (Liphook) 643, Mitchell Stokes 
(Basingstoke) 578, Tom Arnold (Totton & Eling) 
515. 

Bowling: Spencer Champ (Hook & Newnham 
Basics) 39, Sean Burton (Liphook) 33, George 
Watts (New Milton) 32, Suman Ganguly (Liphook) 
32, Nick Elliott (New Milton) 31. 

Wicketkeeping: Ben Wish (Rowledge) 31. 

Division 2 

Batting: Jack Marston (Portsmouth) 563, Tom 
Gates (Fawley) 550, Stuart Tognarelli (Sparsholt) 
517, Chris Gates (Bashley Rydal II) 20. 

Bowling: Jody Brown (OT & R) 36, Vickram 
Dawson (Portsmouth) 36, Wayne Royan (Fawley) 
35. 

Wicketkeeping: Keith Trodd (OT & R) 25, Alex 
Hammond (Portsmouth) 20. 

Division 3 

Batting: ON Kelly (Lymington II) 527, Lee Harrop 
(Gosport Borough) 496, Simon Williams (Trojans) 
471, James Christian (Havant II) 463. 

Bowling: Paul Draper (South Wilts II) 32, Graham 
Burns (Havant II) 30, Tom Paul (Alton II) 29, 
Jordan Wright (Trojans) 29, Rob Pittman (South 
Wilts) 29. 

Wicketkeeping: Sam Pittman (South Wilts II) 25. 



Alton’s Julian Ballinger 


Reid will 
declare as 
an umpire 

POPULAR local panel umpire 
Chris Reid is retiring after 
officiating today’s Premier 
Division second place 
decider between Bashley 
(Rydal) and Havant at the 
BCG. 

Bristolian Reid has been 
umpiring locally for the past 
15 years and has been a 
leading member of the South 
Coast Panel. 

He spent his earlier playing 
career with Shirehampton 
before moving to the New 
Forest in 1992, when he 
joined Bashley. 

“It’s all been very 
enjoyable,” Chris said. “I’ve 
umpired in Australia and 
stood in a couple of Southern 
Electric twenty20 finals, but 
above all have formed 
countless long lasting 
friendships. 

“Aches and pains have led 
me to call it a day, but I’ll be 
watching every week.” 



Chris Reid, left 

Finally got 
the Umps 

THREE umpires who stand 
regularly in Southern Electric 
Premier League cricket 
have been rewarded with 
prestigious end-of-season 
cup final appointments. 

First up is Denis Emery, 
whose reward for long ‘white 
coat’ service is to officiate 
the ECB 50-plus County 
Championship final between 
Yorkshire and either Cornwall 
or Staffordshire at Kibworth, 
Leicestershire, next Sunday. 

Seven days layer, Dave Bull 
stands in theNational Village 
Cup final between Foxton and 
perennial winners, 
Woodhouse Grange. 

Nikki Batchelor has been 
appointed to the ECB 
Women’s Under 17 Regional 
Finals at Kibworth on 
September 19 and 20. 

John Attridge umpired the 
ECB Royal London Cup final 
in Durham two seasons ago. 
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BIG BOOST FOR CRICKET 



Ryde’s anticipated elevation 
into Southern Electric Pre¬ 
mier League next season is 
seen as a definite boost for 
Isle of Wight cricket, giving 
Vectis a second club in the 
higher echelons of the coun¬ 
ty pyramid. 

They finished a comfortable second 
behind unbeaten County Division 
1 winners, Fair Oak and, subject to 
their well appointed ground at Hard¬ 
ings Shute getting the nod from the 
Hampshire Cricket Board’s accredi¬ 
tation gurus, will be taking their 
place in Division 3 in 2016. 


Ryde have won 12 of their 15 match¬ 
es this season, with hard hitting 
Chichester University bound Josh 
Procter smashing over 500 runs, in¬ 
cluding a century and four more fifty- 
plus scores. 

Left-handed opening Ben Wadmore 
(475) and Cameron Mitchell (385) 
have provided regular support for 
all-rounders Stuart Robertson and 
Laurence Tolfrey, who has often led 
from the front, scoring key runs and 
producing important performances 
with the ball. 

One such came last weekend when 
Tolfrey hit an unbeaten half-century 
to ease Ryde away from a batting 


wobble and set up a tight two-wicket 
win at Purbrook, who had set 172-7. 

But no one has got close to touch¬ 
ing Fair Oak, who were looking to 
complete a clean sweep at Sarisbury 
II today. 

They piled up 300-2 against Hayling 
, whose struggles as the third placed 
promoted club from CD1 in 2014 sug¬ 
gest that three-up/three-down may 
be a step too far for clubs at the top 
end of the Hampshire League pyra¬ 
mid. 

Ed Kemp’s 137, scored in a second- 
wicket stand of 193 with elder broth¬ 
er Charlie (91), took his run tally for 
the summer to 683, which ought to 


make him favourite for the batting 
award. 

Hayling Island were skittled for 63, 
the four-wicket haul by Andy Mash 
taking his tally for the season to 33. 

Hayling go down with only one 
win, with Locks Heath and Portches- 
ter odds-on to join them. 

Despite a James Hughes (65) in¬ 
spired win over Sarisbury Athletic, 
Locks Heath needed to beat OTs 
& Romsey today to say up - as did 
Portchester against Purbrook. 

Portchester were without influen¬ 
tial all-rounder captain Paul Hun- 
gerford for the crucial match, having 
been involved in a cycling accident. 


Top effort helps to win cup 



Matt Stokes 


PROMISING St Cross all-rounder 
Matt Stokes produced a man-of- 
the-match performance as his 
native Guernsey stunned Jersey 
to win the Channel Islands inter- 
insular cup. 

The in-bound Southampton So- 
lent University sportsman, who 
also plays hockey for the island, 
hit 86 and laid the foundations 
for the five-wicket win which was 
clinched as former Hampshire 


Under-17 starlet Tim Ravenscroft 
hit the fifth ball of the 48th over 
for six over long on to end growing 
nerves in the home support. 

Stokes earlier took 1-11 from his 
eight overs of right-arm seam 
bowling as Jersey were dismissed 
for 157. 

It was a surprise result for the 
improving Guernsey team, who 
are managed by former Hamp¬ 
shire wicketkeeper Nic Pothas. 


Jersey, who included hit Sussex 
teenage prospect Jonty Jenner 
in their side, were playing in the 
ICC Associate Members T20 World 
Cup qualifiers in Ireland earlier 
this summer. 

Stokes, who is doing a sports 
management study course at So- 
lent, plays for Guernsey in the ICC 
World League Division 6 against 
Botswana, Fiji and Suriname in 
Essex. 


Hopes of 
signing off 
with cup 

HOOK and Newnham Basics 
will be hoping to end their 
excellent season by picking 
up some silverware this 
weekend. 

Matt Love’s men will face 
Rotherfield Park tomorrow 
(4pm) in the final of the Finch 
Group Guy Jewell Cup at 
May’s Bounty in Basingstoke. 

Hook will be looking to put 
the disappointment of missing 
out on the Southern Electric 
Premier League Division One 
crown behind them and get 
their hands on a trophy which 
they have won many times 
before. 

No walkover 

However, the final is not 
going to be a walkover for 
Hook as their opponents 
Rotherfield Park are 
essentially Alton’s Southern 
League Premier Division side. 

They have already secured 
victories against Eversley and 
Hartley Wintney on their route 
to a first final. 

Hook made it into 
tomorrow’s showpiece by 
knocking out holders Yateley 
in the semi final, winning by 24 
runs. 

There is certain to be a big 
crowd at May’s Bounty as 
Hook B are playing Oakley in 
the Plate competition final at 
midday. 



Jordan Wright 

Wright is 
a winner 

JORDAN Wright became 
one of the Southern Electric 
Premier League’s youngest 
Cricketer of the Month award 
winners. 

He scooped the July 
Division 3 prize for his 
bowling performances for 
Trojans. 

His 12 wickets in the month, 
plus some handy down-order 
runs, helped the Stoneham 
club with their promotion 
push. 
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Honest Prices, Fantastic Service, 
No Gimmicks 
No Pushy Sales Tactics 


1 PolarPlastics 


PVC-u SPECIALISTS for: 


mi 


if 


• Windows • Doors 

• Conservatories • Fascias 

• Cladding • Gutters 
Glass units • Window repairs 


• NO HARD SELL FAMILY BUSINESS 
10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 


OPEN 6 DAYS-A-WEEK 
Mon to Sat 

Telephone 
023 8089 9611 

www.polarplastics.co.uk 
email: sales@polarplastics.co.uk 

10 Holbury Precinct, 

Holbury Drove, Holbury, I fensa I 

Southampton 


WE SPECIALISE IN RE-ROOFING DOMESTIC PROPERTIES CHIMNEY 
RE-BUILDS AND CAVITY LEAD TRAYS INSTALLED 

Redbridge Business Park, Old Redbridge Road, Southampton, S015 ONN 

Tel: 023 8051 1123 | 023 8066 8808 Mob: 07872147884 
email: martin@enterprise-roofing.co.uk 
www.enterprise-roofing.co.uk 


Visit one of our showrooms at: 


5 Manor Road 
Bitterne Triangle 
Southampton 
SOI8 INN 


168 Fair Oak Road 
Bishopstoke 
Eastleigh 
SO50 8HA 


call us 


2447 


Boutique 4* breaks in Guernsey at Fermain Valley / QUOTE - FLYWAY | @©5 n 


ENTERPRISE 

ROOFING 

LTD 

We are approved contractors to University of Southampton and PFP. 


Enterprise Roofing Ltd. are a family run business with over 30 years’ experience in all aspects 
of roofing. Taking pride in our work is first and foremost in each and every project. We realise 
having your roof replaced can be intrusive so we try and make our stay as smooth as possible, 
keeping both residential and commercial customers up to date with progress. 

Keeping the site safe and clean is a priority. 

We endeavour to keep to the work schedule set out and aim to achieve our targets, 
even with the British weather! 

Our operatives are all health and safety trained and we are CHAS Accredited (Construction 
Health and Safety) and supported with 10 to 25 year insurance backed guarantees plus £10 
million Public and Employers insurance. 


£ - 


II 

o !§ 

CO 


Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 


V/SA 


TRAVEL OFFERS 


For full terms and conditions, please visit our website 
*When you book your stay before the 30th September 2015 


4 star flight inclusive tranquil breaks 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE UPVC FASCIAS AND GUTTERING WITH THE FIRST 10 RE-ROOF ORDERS ACCEPTED 
Subject to T&C’s 


Fantastic flying in the intimate surroundings of the 
famous WW1 airbase of Old Sarum Airfield, Salisbury. 
No other airshow gets you closer to the action. 

Spitfire, Hurricane, Mustang, Swordfish, Kittyhawk, B17 
Flying Fortress (Sally B) WW1 Combat Team and a 
whole lot more - plus one of the last displays of the 
incredible Avro Vulcan (12th) 


www.fermainvalley.com 


► 0800 316 0314 or email 

► book@fermainvalley.com 


Enjoy a warm welcome and views that will take your 
breath away in Guernsey. 

Discover charming local traditions such as hedge veg 
and The Little Chapel, take a short boat ride to another 
island in the Bailiwick or simply sit and watch the 
world go by at one of the beautiful locations across the 
island. 


Choose the 4 star Fermain Valley Hotel for complete 
relaxation and stay on a luxurious 3, 5 or 7 night 
package available throughout the year. 

Book direct and receive £5o * dining credit to use during 
your stay, quote FLYAWAY. 


T&lswZt+v Yczt t ■ 

HOTEL GUERNSEY " 


FREE SUPER-FAST WIFI 


FREE TRANSFER 
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CASH 


ONLY FROM HYUNDAI DIRECT! 

201R iy^t; £199+ £199 

LU I J IA J J I DEPOSIT PER MONTH 


umnwi 


DRIVE A 65 


FROM ONLY £199 DEPOSIT 
+ £199 PER MONTH! 


DON'T MISS OUT! CALL US TODAY: 02380 986 970 


dailyecho.co.uk/click2find 

© 2013 Newsquest. 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 


Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (L/100km) and C02 emissions (g/km) for the 108 range are: Urban 52.3 - 62.8 (5.4 - 4.5), Extra Urban 74.3 - 80.7 (3.8 - 3.5), Combined 65.7 -74.3 (4.3 - 4.1) 
and C02 99 - 88 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving 
conditions. Terms and conditions apply. Tofinonce your purchase we will only introduce you to Peugeot Financial Services, exclusive provider of Just Add fuel. The first yeors rood fund license (RFL) is included in the on the road price. 
The dealer will supply you with o cheque for the equivalent to double the RFL cost. The customer must apply for years 2 & 3 RFL. Just add fuel is subject to status, minimum age 18, moximum age 75. Drivers are required to install the 
Telematics and consent to data capture to qualify for insurance All drivers must hold a full UK license ond meet eligibility criteria including no limits on driving convictions ond claims. Insurance subject to cancellation if you receive 
four warnings for poor driving. Excess apply. 3 yeors insurance is underwritten by UK insurance Ltd which is authorised by the prudential regulation authority and regulated by the Finance Conduct Authority. This offer is not available 
in Northern Ireland. Payments vary due to postcode, age and annual mileoge. Customer deposit may be required The cost of servicing, insurance & Roadside recovery are included in the monthly price of JAF Passport, but are provided 
on a pay as you go monthly basis and can be cancelled at any time without affecting the remainder of the JAF Passport contract. Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine services included only, excludes wear parts. All offers are 
available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 21/08/15 & 30/09/15, or until such times they ore withdrawn by Peugeot ot its complete discretion. 


£200 off 


a new boiler and 
much more... 












& 

British Gas 


+ Offer subject to boiler installation, excludes warm air units, is available for domestic 
properties only and offer applied at point of sale. A You can speak to us from Monday 
to Friday, 7.30am-8pm, Saturday 8am-6pm and Sunday 8.30am-5pm. We record calls to 
help improve our service to you. From 1 July 2015 calls to 0800 numbers are free. 


108 FOR YOUR HEART 
3 YEARS INSURANCE 
FOR YOUR HEAD 

NOW AVAILABLE FROM 18 YEARS 


YEARS 

INSURANCE 
WARRANTY 
SERVICING 
CAR TAX 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


NEW PEUGEOT 108 

Just Add Fuel covers all driving expenses for three years, including Insurance 
With one fixed monthly payment. Now available for 18 year olds with 4.9% 
APR Representative finance. 

MOTION & EMOTION 

HAMBLE MOTORS PEUGEOT 

Bursledon Rd, Southampton S019 8NJ. 
www.hamblemotors.com 


PEUGEOT 


TEL: 02380 407400 


It’s the business directory 


Bath, Travel 


Hedge End: 01489 790077 
Hythe: 023 8084 4177 
Totton: 023 8086 2432 

bathtravel.co.uk 


PART OF THE UK’S LARGEST 
INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT 

Terms and conditions apply. Ask instore for full details. 


#ABTA (M) 


Fuel consumption l---,_ _______ 

883 (3.2). C02 Emissions 231 -84 g/km. Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as 
guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

BASEO on PERSOhAl COnTRACT HIRE 1 iniTIAL REnTAL FOLLOWED BY 47 MOnTHLY REDTALS. BASED On 5000 MILES PER AnnUM 
EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGES APPLY. T'S & C’S APPLY SUBJECT TO STATUS. 


Richmond Hyundai 02380 986 970 

West Quay Road. Southampton, Hampshire S015 ICY wwiw.richmondhyun 


8 NIGHTS IN MAJORCA 

4* HALF BOARD J" 

14 OCTOBER 2015 *s/iL 

B00RNEM00TH FLIGHTS fromU^T 


For a free no obligation quote 

can 0800 107 2396 A 

Visit: britishgas.co.uk/replaceboiler 
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RUGBY WORLD 
CUP HISTORY 

1987 

Hosts: New Zealand and Australia 

Final: New Zealand 29 France 9 

Top try Scorer: Craig Green (6) 

Top points Scorer: Grant Fox (126) 

The first ever rugby World Cup was 
co-hosted by New Zealand and Australia 
in May 1987. 

New Zealand were strong favourites 
and lived up to the pre-tournament 
hype. 

Despite losing their first game in pool 
A to Australia 19-6, England beat Japan 
60-7 and the United States 34-6. 

However, they lost to Wales in the 
quarter final 16-3, failing to score a try. 

England captain Mike Harrison 
claimed five tries in the tournament, 
scoring three in 13 minutes against 
Japan. 

1991 

Hosts: England, France, Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales. 

Final: Australia 12 England 6 

Top try scorer: Jean- Baptiste Lafond 
( 6 ) 

Top points scorer: Ralph Keyes (68) 

The second World Cup was jointly 
hosted by five different countries. 

Unlike the first one, this tournament 
proved to be less one-sided, offering 
shock victories such as Western 
Samoa’s 16-13 victory against Wales in 
Cardiff. 

England won two of their three games 
in Pool A, coming second to New 
Zealand after losing 18-12, although 
they beat Italy 36-6, and United States 
37-9. 

That gave them a quarter final against 
France at the Parcs des Princes. 

Tries from winger Rory Underwood 
and centre Will Carling, combined with 
three converted penalties and a conver¬ 
sion by Jonathan Webb, sent England 
through to the semi finals. 

Neither Scotland nor England were 
able to score tries, leaving it up to Webb 
once again to convert two penalties and 
helping England win 9-6 at Murrayfield. 

However, England’s inability to score 
tries proved to be a problem once again 
in the final against Australia, as Webb’s 
two penalties were insufficient to beat 
Australia at Twickenham. 

1995 

Hosts: South Africa 

Final: South Africa 15 New Zealand 12 

Top try scorer: Jonah Lomu (7) 

Top points scorer: Thierry Lacroix 
( 112 ) 

The 1995 World Cup marked the first 
time in which all of the games were 
hosted in one country, South Africa, 
who won the tournament by beating 
New Zealand 15-12 in Johannesburg. 

England won all of their pool ties, 
beating Argentina 24-18, Italy 27-20 and 
Western Samoa 44-22. 

After beating Australia 25-22 in Cape 
Town, they ran up against the formida¬ 
ble presence of Jonah Lomu in the last 
four. 

Lomu steamrollered his way to four 
tries as England’s dream of a second 
final was dashed. 

England lost the third place play-off to 
France 19-9. 

1999 

Hosts: Wales 

Final: Australia 35 France 12 

Top try scorer: Jonah Lomu (8) 

Top points scorer: Gonzalo Quesada 
( 102 ) 

In 1999, the World Cup was mainly 
hosted by Wales, although countries 
such as England, Scotland, France and 
Ireland also made a contribution. 

The number of nations that participat¬ 
ed also increased from 16 in 1995 to 20. 


RUGBY WORLD CUP COUNTDOWN 


ENGLAND head coach Stuart 
Lancaster is adamant rugby 
league convert Sam Burgess 
has been included in his 31- 
man World Cup squad on 
merit. 

The 26-year-old completes a 
remarkable rise since moving from 
South Sydney Rabbitohs to Bath 
last October by being included in 
Lancaster's squad for the tourna¬ 
ment which opens on September 18 
when England play Fiji at 
Twickenham. 

“He's picked on merit from what 
we've seen in the camp,” Lancaster 
said. 

“Obviously he's come in, learnt 
the game at Bath. He's played a lot 
of time at 12, sometimes at six, but 
a lot of time certainly standing in 
the centres. 

“He's earned the right. I wouldn't 
describe it as a gamble. I under¬ 
stand the size of this decision, but I 
understand the size of every deci¬ 
sion when you're in a World Cup 
year. Every one is a big one.” 

Northampton's Luther Burrell 
was the centre to miss out as Henry 
Slade of Exeter was included along¬ 
side Burgess. 

Lancaster dismissed suggestions 
of a final trial on Wednesday, when 
the players faced their opposite 
numbers, with Burgess lining up 
between Owen Farrell and Slade, 
against Danny Cipriani, Brad 
Barritt and Burrell. 

Sale fly-half Cipriani was anoth¬ 
er to miss out as Ben Morgan was 
named as one of England's number 
eights, ahead of Nick Easter. 

Burgess and Slade have 
impressed during the course of 
England's summer-long camp, 
including in their debuts against 
France earlier this month. 

Lancaster said: “They've 
absolutely trained the house down, 
impressed everyone, not just us 
(the coaching staff), but the players 
themselves and come into that 
France game and made two debuts 
that I've not seen before. 

“That was a reflection of how well 
they've both done. Subsequently 
since then they've maintained 
that.” 

England backs coach Andy 
Farrell, who himself converted 
from rugby league to play in the 
2007 World Cup with England, said 
of Burgess: “He's been behind the 
eight ball as far as time's concerned 
and obviously everyone's got an 
opinion. 

“To force our hand to put him 
into the squad, he should be unbe¬ 
lievably proud of himself.” 

Kieran Brookes was picked as 
prop ahead of Alex Corbisiero, who 
has been hampered by injury of 
late, while George Kruis was 
selected as a second row with Dave 
Attwood omitted. 

Centre Billy Twelvetrees, flanker 
Calum Clark and hooker Luke 
Cowan-Dickie were the others to 
miss out. 

Lancaster has informed the play¬ 
ers of his decision over the last 
three days and described the selec¬ 
tion process as a “rollercoaster”. 

Lancaster insisted all the players 
had a fair chance to be selected. 

Cipriani was bidding to play fly- 
half and full-back, but specialists 
Farrell and George Ford were 
selected at number 10 and Alex 
Goode and Mike Brown at number 
15. 

“I can reassure everyone, 100 per 
cent, that in training everybody 



England squad for the 2015 World Cup: 

Props: K Brookes (Northampton), D Cole 
(Leicester), J Marler (Harlequins), M Vunipola 
(Saracens), D Wilson (Bath). 

Hookers: J George (Saracens), R Webber 
(Bath), T Youngs (Leicester). 

Second rows: G Kruis (Saracens), J 
Launchbury (Wasps), C Lawes (Northampton), 
G Parling (Exeter). 

Back rows: J Haskell (Wasps), B Morgan 


(Gloucester), C Robshaw (Harlequins, capt), B 
Vunipola (Saracens), T Wood (Northampton). 
Scrum halves: D Care (Harlequins), R 
Wigglesworth (Saracens), B Youngs (Leicester 
Tigers). 

Fly halves: O Farrell (Saracens), G Ford (Bath). 
Centres: B Barritt (Saracens), S Burgess 
(Bath), J Joseph (Bath), H Slade (Exeter). 

Back three: M Brown (Harlequins), A Goode 
(Saracens), J May (Gloucester), J Nowell 
(Exeter), A Watson (Bath Rugby). 



has had an opportunity to put 
themselves forward,” Lancaster 
added. 

“It's tough on Danny. He is a good 
player. We think he's improved an 
awful lot and he's been fantastic in 
the camp.” 

There has been speculation 
Dylan Hartley could be brought 
into the squad if England have a 
hooker withdraw, even though the 
Northampton forward is banned 
for the Fiji contest. 

Lancaster would not entertain 
the hypothetical question. 

“We've got to pick a World Cup on 
players that are available,” 
Lancaster said. “We've got to put 
our time and energy and belief into 
the three hookers in the squad.” 

Cipriani gave his reaction on his 


Twitter feed. 

He said: "I appreciate how hard 
selection is, there are so many boys 
who worked hard in camp and got 
less time than me so I feel fortunate 
to get the time that I did. 

“Of course I would have liked 
more time to state my case and am 
very disappointed not to make the 
squad. 

“I've worked hard and developed 
as a player in the last 10 weeks and 
did all I could. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed the camp 
and fully understand the route the 
coaches have gone down. 

“I wouldn't be a true competitor if 
I said I agreed as we all believe in 
ourselves. But I had a long way to 
make up as the squad has been 
building since 2012. 

“I've had open conversations with 
Stuart and the coaches the whole 
time and learnt a lot from them and 
enjoyed my time. 

“It's just the start of my journey. 
I'm going to stay fit and be ready if 
I'm called upon. 

“Now that the call's been made 
lets just all get behind the team and 
back the 31. Full of world class 
players! World Cup in England! 
Let's be proud Englishmen and 
back it.” 
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SOUTHAMPTON CHARITY RUGBY FESTIVAL 


RUGBY WORLD 
CUP HISTORY 



TACKLED: Southampton’s Emma 
Argyle. 



TACKLED: Christina Te Miguel of 
Southampton. 



TRY GUY: Alan Debacker touches 
down for a try. 



LOOKING FOR A PASS: 

Southampton’s Christina Te Miguel 



OUCH: Southampton’s Claire McGrinder in possession against Portsmouth. 




BIG SMILE: Joe Covu runs in a try IN POSSESSION: Claire McGrinder on the run for 
for Southampton. Southampton. Pictures by Stuart Martin. 



CLOSE ENCOUNTER: 
Southampton’s Alex Debacker 
makes a tackle against Kingsclere. 


COT AN EVENT YOU WANT COVERING? CONTACT 02380424515 


from facing page 

Australia won the tournament for the 
second time, while England were caned 
44-21 in the last eight by holders South 
Afric. 

In their pool games, England had 
thrashed Italy 67-7 and Tonga 101-10. 

England winger Dan Luger led 
England’s try count with five, behind 
Jonah Lomu’s eight. 

2003 


Hosts: Australia 

Final: England 20 Australia 17 

Top try scorer: Doug Howlett (7) 

Top points scorer: Johnny Wilkinson 
( 113 ) 

After coming off a Grand Slam victory 
in the 2003 Six Nations, England were 
strong favourites going into the tourna¬ 
ment, alongside the Australian hosts. 

England won their pool, after brushing 
aside Georgia 84-6, South Africa 25-6, 
Samoa 35-22, and Uruguay 111-13. 

England faced Wales in the quarters, 
just as they did in 1987, except this time 
winning 28-17. 

Sir Clive Woodward’s side convincingly 
beat France in the semis 24-7. 

England famously won the tournament 
in front of over 80,000 people in Sydney, 
fly half Johnny Wilkinson scoring the 
winning drop kick in the closing sec¬ 
onds. 


2007 


Hosts: France 

Final; South Africa 15 England 6 

Top Try Scorer: Bryan Habana (8) 

Top Points Scorer: Percy Montgomery 
(105) 

Hosted by France in September and 
October of 2007, the sixth World Cup 
was competed for by 20 nations. 

England failed to retain their trophy, 
with South Africa winning for the second 
time in three tournaments. 

England had earlier been thrashed 36- 
0 by the Springboks in a pool game. 

England beat Samoa 44-22, Tonga 36- 
20, and United States 28-10, earning 
them a place in the quarter final against 
Australia. 

England beat Australia without scoring 
any tries, relying again on the kicking of 
Johnny Wilkinson who landed four 
penalties. 

He converted two more penalties and 
a drop goal in a 14-9 semi-final victory 
against France. 


2011 

Hosts: New Zealand 

Final: New Zealand 8 France 7 

Top try scorer: Chris Ashton (6) 

Top points scorer: Morne Steyn (62) 

The 2011 Rugby World Cup marked 
the third time that the tournament was 
won by the country that hosted the 
event. 

The New Zealand hosts defeated 
France 8-7 in the final, held in Auckland, 
with the only New Zealand try being 
scored by prop Tony Woodcock. 

England found themselves in Pool B, in 
which they finished top with eighteen 
points. 

On their road to the quarterfinals, none 
of the teams posed a threat as England 
defeated Argentina 13-9, Georgia 41-10, 
Romania 67-3 and Scotland 16-12. 

However, the quarter final was 
England’s last stop, as they lost 19-12 to 
a solid French team that made it all the 
way to the final. 

England’s Chris Ashton lead the try 
scoring leader boards with six tries, level 
with France’s Vincent Clerc. 

Morne Steyn dominated the overall 
point scorers with 62 points, including 
two tries, 14 conversions, seven penal¬ 
ties and one drop goal. 
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'Newflutumn 

Trends 

now available 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, 
are now choosing the smart way to have 
new carpets. Never again will you need 
to empty your room of furniture, and take up your 
old carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, if 
you're paying for a job to be done, you shouldn't be 
expected to do more than half the work yourself. It 
would be like eating at a nice restaurant, paying for 
your meal and then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 


repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 
or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and 
off cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put 
back your ornaments and photographs and then 
enjoy your carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 
Thank you most sincerely for all the work you carried 
out to a most satisfactory finish, we are delighted 
with the overall conclusion of all rooms completed. 
Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 


Just one thing for you to do now 

Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned 
letter is all that it takes, to arrange a free home 
visit for you to choose from over 997 carpets and 
vinyls, from 11 top manufacturers, always in stock 
whichever carpet you need for your home they 
have a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally rid yourself 
of your old carpets that you've been thinking of 
changing for years and do it the stress-less way, 
and for the same price as fitting in an empty room. 
With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 400 feedbacks checkatrade. 

* Whef t ftpuUtion 


IS YOUR EASY CHAIR 


REALLY THAT EASY? 

Do you find it difficult to get in and out of your chair? 

We provide the very latest in Rise & Recline chairs made to measure in your choice of fabric or leather. 

Our range includes the brand new 'Hampton 1 with an optional reading light and fold-away table to make 
things easier for you. High/Low Seat chairs are also available to suit your needs. 

rnrp c V p«n pMADAMTpp AVAILABLE NOW! 

r ncc 0 V C Art UUf ICC E | ectronic adjustable beds of highest quality 

For a Personal home visit please call 

02380 555888 

Many more models in our showroom 
502 Portswood Road, Southampton S017 3SP 
www.deeceeupholstery.co.uk 


13 Latimer Street Romsey S051 8DF 
Tel: 01794 522 322 


W 


Re-upholstery Specialists ... your Comfort is our Business 


HAMPSHIRE 

chamber of commerce 

Member 


XEH& 0 IP MS 

- / member wSSSBSBMJ 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


Bojangles 

J &oiAtiqiAe 


Bojangles Boutique Romsey 

Opening Times - Tuesday to Saturday 10.30am to 5pm 
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Monday’s 

Bassett - PM 

St Michaels & All Angels Church, 

Bassett Ave, 

5.30 & 7:30pm 

Coxford - PM 

Shirley Warren Action Church, 

107-117 Warren Crescent, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. Catherine 07737 001413 

Regents Park - PM 

Regents Park Community College, 

King Edwards Avenue, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tricia 07767 373471 

Romsey - PM 

The Abbey Hall, 

The Abbey, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Lynn 07971 354179 

Sholing - AM & PM 

St Andrews Methodist Church, 

South East Road, 9.30am or 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Hayley 07772 351717 


Woolston - PM 

St Patricks Parish Centre, 
Porchester Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Vanessa 07746 533898 

Tuesday’s 

Bitterne - AM 

Catholic Church Hall, 

Commercial Street, 

9.30 & 11.30am 
Jo 07733 235039 

Bitterne - PM 

Catholic Church Hall, 

Commercial Street, 

3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Jo 07733 235039 

Botley - AM 

Botley Centre, 

High Street, 

9.15 & 11.15am 
Viv 07899 736132 

Bursledon - PM 

Pilands Wood Community Centre, 
Chamberlayne Road, 

7.30pm 

Freemantle - PM 

Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Shirley Road, 5:30pm 
Lauren 07708 601786 

Hedge End - PM 

St Johns Church, 

Underhill Centre, 

St Johns Road, 

3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 02380 407551 

Lordswood - PM 

Lordswood Community Centre, 
Sandpiper Road, 6.30pm 
New Venue 


Millbrook - PM 

Colne Ave Baptist Church, 

Colne Ave, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Krystal 07576 052709 

Netley Abbey - PM 

Abbey Hall, Victoria Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 07917 851640 

New Times from 4th August 

Shirley - AM & PM 

Salvation Army Hall, 

Victor Street, 

9.30 & 11.30am 
Jo 07787 588434 

Swaythling - PM 

Swaythling Methodist Church, 

286 Building, Burgess Rd, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 

Thornhill - PM 

The Hinkler Community Centre, 
328 Hinkler Road, 7.30pm 
Maria 07500 714708 

West End - PM 

Hilldene Community Centre, 

68 High Street, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Kay 07833 746532 

Wednesday’s 

New Venue 
Bitterne Park - PM 

Bitterne Park Social Club 
Manor Farm Road, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Laura 07825 210006 


New Consultant from 2nd September 
Hamble - PM 

Hamble Sport’s Complex, 

Sports Pavilion, Satchell Lane, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. Viv 07899 736132 


Lordshill - PM 

Lordshill Church, 

Lordshill District Centre, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Lynn 07971 354179 

Millbrook-PM 

All Saints Church, 

Kendal Avenue, 

7pm. Liz 07955 898323 

Peartree Green - AM 

Peartree Church Hall, 

Peartree Road, 

9.30 & 11.30am 
Claire 07917 851640 

Sholing - PM 

St Monica Junior School, 

St Monica Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Maria 07500 714708 

Southampton City Centre - PM 

Greek Orthodox Church Hall 
102 Bernard Street, S014 3EH 
7.30pm 

Upper Shirley - AM & PM 

Isaac Watts Memorial Church, 
Winchester Rd, 

9.30 & 11.30am or 5.30 & 7.30pm 


Woodley - PM 

vWoodley Village Hall, 

School Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Charlotte 07810 643419 

Thursday’s 

Chartwell - PM 

Townhill Park Community Centre, 
Meggeson Avenue, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Kay 07833 746532 

Hedge End - AM & PM 

KCC (Kings Community Church), 
Sovereign Place, 

Upper Northam Rd, 

9.30 & 11.30am 

3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 02380 407551 

Highfield - PM 

Highfield House Hotel, 

Highfield Lane, 

6 & 7.45pm 

North Baddesley - PM 

The Village Hall, 

Botley Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Charlotte 07810 643419 

Rownhams & Nursling 

Romsey Golf Club 
Romsey Road 

7:30pm. Aimee 07786 245199 

Southampton City Centre - AM 

Greek Orthodox Church Hall 
102 Bernard Street, SOI4 3EH 
9.30am 


New Day & New Consultant from 3rd 

September 

Thornhill Park - PM 

Thornhill Baptist Church, 

Thornhill Park Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Amanda 07941 151211 


Upper Shirley - PM 

Atherley Bowling Club, 

Hill Lane, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Julie 07949 256891 

Weston - AM & PM 

Chamberlayne Leisure Centre, 
Weston Lane, 

9.30 & 11.30am 

3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Hayley 07545 772258 

Friday’s 

Upper Shirley - AM 

Atherley Bowling Club, 

Hill Lane, 9.30am 
Julie 07949 256891 


Woolston - AM 

St Patricks Parish Centre, 
Porchester Road, 9.30am 
Vanessa 07746 533898 


Saturday’s 

St Deny’s - AM 

St Denys Community Centre, 
Priory Road, 9am 
Viv 07899 736132 


save .CC 

up to oLoJ 

- ask in group 
for more details 


\Jidt the weMfa fa read Zoe's story.. ^ 

slimmingworld.com 

0844 897 8000 


c Slmunin 


-WORLD 


*Mora paoptam the UK choosa to attend a Slimming World group each week than any othorwaght loss group. tOUChing heaftS, Changing liVGS 
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Hill: ‘Everyone is still trying to find their feet’ 


RICHARD Hill says it’s too early to 
know the true value of the points 
Eastleigh have banked so far this 
season. 

The Spitfires have had a tidy start 
to the Vanarama National League 
campaign as they look to better the 
astounding feat of reaching the play¬ 
offs on their maiden top-flight voy¬ 
age, writes Wendy Gee. 

They were unbeaten going into 
today’s short trip to Hampshire ri¬ 
vals Aldershot, claiming wins over 
Southport, Boreham Wood and Mac¬ 
clesfield and draws against Lincoln 
and Welling. 

Hill is quietly satisfied with a re¬ 
turn of 11 points from five games - 
his best ever start as Eastleigh boss. 

But he admitted that until the 
season unfolds properly, it won’t be 
apparent who are the strongest and 
weakest teams in non-League’s top 
flight. 

He said: “We’ve all been busy in 
the summer and everyone is still try¬ 
ing to find their feet, bedding in new 
players and everything that goes 
with it. 

“You can look back and say what 
a good win that was at Southport (4- 
0) on the opening day, but we don’t 
know yet if that was a really good re- 



Eastleigh manager Richard Hill. 

suit. Everyone might go to Southport 
this season and win. 

“When you get to play these clubs 


in February you actually know what 
a good result is, but at the moment 
you don’t. 


“We drew (2-2) at Welling and, 
again, we don’t know yet whether 
that was a good result or a bad one. 
For all we know, they might go un¬ 
beaten at home all season. 

“People might say: ‘If you can’t 
beat Welling, what chance have you 
got?’ but they’d be thinking about 
the Welling (who escaped relega¬ 
tion) of last season and not the Well¬ 
ing of this season.” 

“Other teams are still finding their 
feet and we’re still finding our feet, 
so it’s too soon to know what these 
results mean.” 

One thing Hill is certain of, how¬ 
ever, is that the Spitfires’ best has 
yet to come. 

“We’re a good, good team and I 
have no doubt we’ll get better,” he 
said. 

“If I can keep everyone fit, we’ll do 
alright.” 

Looking back at last week’s 1-0 
home win over Macclesfield, settled 
by a Ross Lafayette header, Hill said: 
“I thought we were decent. Every¬ 
thing we did was efficient and con¬ 
sistent. 

“When the only ‘bad’ point people 
can talk about is Reidy’s (Paul Re¬ 
id’s) back pass going out for a corner, 
we haven’t done too badly, have we?” 


Joy as Ross breaks duck 



ROSS Lafayette was a 
hugely popular match- 
winner as Eastleigh got 
three more points in the 
bag last Saturday with a 1-0 
home win over Macclesfield 
Town. 

The Spitfires dominated much of 
the game, but it looked as if an ex¬ 
traordinary display by visiting keep¬ 
er Ritchie Branagan would frustrate 
them - until summer signing Lafay¬ 
ette headed home his first league 
goal for the Spitfires to get the 1,928 
‘community’ crowd rocking, writes 
Wendy Gee. 

Judging by the warmth of the East¬ 
leigh celebrations, teammates and 
management alike were willing the 
ex-Welling and Luton Town man to 
break his duck. 

“I’m over the moon for the boy and 
so is the gaffer,” smiled assistant 
boss Chris Todd after the game. 

“Ross has worked tremendously 
hard this summer. Coming into a 
new club, he’s given it absolutely 
everything and hasn’t had the luck 
in front of goal. 

“But he’s kept digging in.” 

Man-of-the-match Branagan was 
only in the Silkmen’s side because 
their ex-AFC Bournemouth stopper 
Shwan Jalal had suffered a midweek 
head injury 

“All credit to their keeper, he’s 
pulled off some absolute worldies,” 
marvelled Todd. 

“But we’ve dug in even though 
their goalkeeper (Branagan) was 
disheartening us with some amaz¬ 
ing saves and come away with three 
valuable points.” 

Spitfires boss Richard Hill felt his 
side were good value for their vic¬ 
tory and could have won by more. 

Ultimately he was just satisfied 
with the three-point haul and de¬ 
lighted to see Lafayette open his goal 
account. 

“I’m pleased for Ross,” he said. 


“He’s a forward whose job is to 
score goals and he’d been putting 
himself under a bit of pressure, sim¬ 
ilar to James Constable last season. 

“When he was at Welling he was 
their best player and it didn’t matter 
so much whether he scored or not, 
but it does matter when you play for 
Eastleigh. 

“I don’t expect lads to score every 
week or every time they’re in front 
of goal, but if you’re in a position 


where you get two or three opportu¬ 
nities in a game, the pressure’s on 
you to take at least one - and that’s 
not just Ross, that’s every player. 

“Ross was unlucky. 

“He was denied twice and I don’t 
think the Macclesfield ‘keeper even 
knew how he’d saved them! But, give 
Ross his due, he kept going. 

“It would have been easy for me to 
have left him off the pitch and played 
Yemi (Odubade) but, one thing’s for 


sure, Ross won’t score sat next to me 
on the bench.” 

Not only did Lafayette’s goal come 
as sweet relief to the player himself, 
but to his teammates around him. 

“The lads know how it makes a 
forward feel if he’s not scoring and 
they were just as desperate for Ross 
to get a goal as he was,” said Hill. 

“You could see how pleased the 
lads were for him. Even the boys on 
the bench were made up for him.” 


Saturday, August 29,2015 


THE EMIRATES FA CUP 
QUALIFYING 
Preliminary round 
AFC Portchester 3 AFC 
Totton 1 

Almondsbury UWE 3 
Verwood Town 1 
Blackfield & Langley 1 
Bemerton HH 0 
Brockenhurst 2 Yate 
Town 1 

Cowes Sports 0 
Wimborne Town 5 
Hamworthy United 4 
Andover Town 1 
Moneyfields 1 Petersfield 
Town 2 

VANARAMA NATIONAL 
LEAGUE 

Aldershot 1 Eastleigh 2 
Altrincham 2 Tranmere 
Rovers 1 

Barrow 1 Southport 0 
Boreham Wood 1 Woking 
1 

Bromley 1 Dover Athletic 
1 

Guiseley 0 Gateshead 2 
Kidderminster 0 Forest 
Green 2 

Lincoln City 1 Grimsby 
Town 1 

Macclesfield 1 Chester 2 
Torquay 0 Cheltenham 3 
Welling Utd 1 Braintree 2 
Wrexham 3 FC Halifax 
Town 1 

VANARAMA NATIONAL 
LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bath City 5 Havant & 
Waterlooville 0 
Bishops Stortford 3 
Concord Rangers 2 
Chelmsford City 2 St 
Albans City 1 
Eastbourne Borough 1 
Maidstone Utd 0 
Ebbsfleet Utd 2 
Whitehawk 2 
Gosport Borough 3 Truro 
City 1 

Hayes & Yeading 3 
Basingstoke Town 0 
Hemel Hempstead 0 
Maidenhead Utd 1 
Margate 0 Dartford 2 
Oxford City 3 Weston- 
Super-Mare 0 
Sutton United 5 
Wealdstone 2 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: 
Bedworth United 0 
Hungerford Town 2 
Bideford 0 Histon 5 
Biggleswade Town 3 
Leamington 2 
Cambridge City 1 
Cirencester Town 2 
Chippenham Town 3 
Dorchester Town 1 
Dunstable Town 1 
Redditch United 2 
Frome Town 1 Kettering 
Town 2 

King’s Lynn Town 0 
Paulton Rovers 0 
Merthyr Town 5 Hitchin 
Town 1 

Slough Town 1 Poole 
Town 3 

Stratford Town 1 
Chesham United 1 
Weymouth 1 St Neots 
Town 1 
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